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STIMMARY OF JOHNSONS LIFE OF POPE

1. Life ef Popa—

i Zordy goars: Bomn in 1633 of Pap 5t
sion, rentle and sweet o
o 2 Exelndel from best szhools on 2enoan:
of relizion; taught by kis auct, by Bomich priests, =2
private sehools; went to London 0 sicdy French azl
Teallan,

id. Farly gro~s: A bimpoon at sehool; Gde on Sdifad-
2t twelve; Thais at fourteen, Chaucer's Tcle and
Silrer abogt the same time.

iv. Early frisnds: Drydex, a slight asquuntance ; Sir
Wiliam Trumbal at Binfeld, Wycherley, the poet,
afendedd by Pope's free sm; Mr. Cromwell, recerved

many letters from Pope; Walsh, advised Pope to practise |
At seventeen he begaa to frequent Will's
Tre-houss, and to read diligently for improvement and
mg:io.':. Tozson, the farx buokseller, published
I’olva Pacyrals in his Mrvellany (1709)

v, From 1760 & I715. Essiy on Crifizem . Praised
by Addison 2zd Warbarton ; considered by Dennis (the
eritic) as an attack on himself, Denpts attacked Pope in
xn abusive p:::xl/b!e‘ The 3lesnah, corrected by Steele,
pablished in the Spedtalor; Forses on the Unforfunate
Ledy written.  The Rape o/ the Lock, watten at the

i

parents— el




x JOHNSON’S LIFE OF POPE.

request of Mr. Caryl to conciliate an offended lady..
Addison praised the incomplete poem, and advised Pope
not to alter it. Pope assumed that this advice was
caused by jealousy. Years after Dennis criticised the
poem. The Temple of Fame published after being written
two years. Eloisa fo Abelard excels all other similar
compositions. Pindsor Forest is said to have offended
Addison, but evidently but little as Pope wrote a
Prologue to Addison’s Cafo, and a reply to Dennis’s
remarks on Cafo. A comparison of the Pastorals of
Philips and Pope in the Guardian increased Pope’s -
hostility to Addison. About this, time Pope studied
painting under Jervas. o
vi. The Iliad: In 1713 Pope solicited a subscription
to a translation with motes, in six volumes, at six
guineas. Lintot bought the work. Other editiols were
published in Holland. Critics questioned Pope’s qualifi-
cations as a franslator, but he used other translations
freely, and was assisted by Broome, Fenton, Jortin, and
Parpell. The work was completed in 1718, and brought
Pope above five thousand pounds. This success pro-
cured Pope friends. Pope read parts to Lord Halifax,
who offered Pope favours; Mr. Craggs offered him a
pension ; both offers were declined. The manuscripts
in the British Museum show Pope’s careful method
of work. The success of Pope put an end to his
friendship with Addison. Adherents of each promoted
rivalry between these two literary chiefs. Jervas tried
to re-establish their friendship; Swift promoted the
subscription to the Iliad, thereby perhaps offending
Addison ; .Steele procured an interview between the
rivals, but it proved stormy, and they parted in mutual
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rage.  Addison praised a rival translation by Tickell,
piving it his preferenee,  The public condemned Tickell
Pope relates that he threatened Addizon by letter, and
sent him n shetch of his Sufire on Addson,  Atterbury
faw these verses and advised Pope to exercise his talent
in eatire,

vil, Popds homes: Bomn in London; brought up at
Binfleld (Berhshire), whither his father had retired at

.the Revolution. In 1715 the Hinfield estate was sold,
and Topo bought a house at Twichenham. Vines,
quineunx, and grotto were his delight.  Iis fathier died
in 1717, lis mother in 21733

viil. Minor Horls 3720-2727: An edition of Shakes.
pears (1721), published by Tonson, enticieed by Theo-
lald; translation of the Odywey, published by Lintot
(1725). + (Pope gave evidence at Atterlary s trialin 172
Friendship with Spence arose out of cool and candid
criticism of the Odyeey  Tho upcetting of & cowch
nearly proved fatal to Pope, and led to a consolatory
Ietter from Voltaire, et of Sndany 15 Peetry, published
in the Mise« Ilnies of Popo and Swaft.

ix, The Duncud: A satiro on all woters who had
attached Pope.  Theobald was chisef Dunce, Success
secured iy the replies of these wio thought themselves
attached.  Popo relates the “war of the Duncs”
Walpale presented the Junced to the King A later
edition gave names of those attached.  Denmis replied
by attacking the lape of the Lok To some objectors
Popo apologised.

x. Later Ife (1731-1744): The poem on Tste cansed
an ncensation of ingratitude to the Dake of Chandos,
and Pope apologised under the namo of Clelaud.
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Gurll published some of Pope’s letters, and Pope
prosecuted, bub he is suspected of encouraging this publi-
cation as a pretext for publishing all his letters. The
letters contain few matters of interest, but are excellent
specimens. . ‘

Essay on Man, published at intervals in 1733-4.  The
author’s name was suppressed till all had appeared.
Bolingbroke ridiculed the system of ‘morality -in- this
essay, declaring that Pope did not understand the
doctrines he was propagating. Crousaz read the French
translations, criticised the Essay, and declared it opposed
to revealed religion. Warburton defended Pope against
Crousaz, and was rewarded by Pope’s interest, and a
legacy of his works. )

Epistles—to Lord Bathurst, on The Use of Riches, in
praise of Ky1l, the Man of Ross; to Lord -Cobham, on
the Characiers of en, enunciating Pope’s .theory of the
Ruling Passion ; to a Lady on the Characters of Women,
said to contain no character from life, but describing
the Duchess of Marlborough as Atossa; to Arbuthwot,
an epistle containing the Satire on Addison, but not
Addison’s name. The last-named epistle formed a Pro-
logue to Imilations of Horace. :

Memoirs of the Seriblerus Club were commenced by
Pope, Swift, and Arbuthnot in concert, but the writers
separated and the work was not conipleted.

A new Dunciad was published in 1749, nttacking
Cibber, the Poet Laureate, who had ridiculed Pope's.
('lrz;mmn, Three Hours after Marriage, laughed off the stage
in"1717. " Pope and OCibber attacked each other in

successive pamphlets, the former losing more credit than
the latter.
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xi ot ond sefaeen? ermls: Wurn cat Uy dieears,
ceared work i 1743 attended by Do Thomeon, Lord
Bolizzhrole, Lond \Imhmm! and Dodsler s reghetel
by Martka Dleest Died in May, 1545, Loft Lis
paj=rs to Bolivziroke, whom he asked to printa few
copirs of The Palrid King for friende.  Doddly produced
a complete eatlier elition which Dolingbrole burnt.
Warbarton apolozised for Pope’s decepiton. .\ cvn-
temptuons laracy was Joft to Alkn of Buth

2, Persomal appearanceand habits — Small, deformed;
frce pleasing, eyes animated; a victim to heatache,
sensitive to cold, and in need of constant attendunce.
A valetudinarian, and a very troubl guest, mono~
polusing all the servants. *

3. Chamacter.~Indulgent to his appetite, but pr-
tercled the reverse,  Fond of secrecy and alyness. Not
brilliant in company, has left no witty myings  Fretful,
resentful, rarely jocular, never merry.  Eminently fruzal,
nizgandly to his guests, Lut fond of rdicnhing poverty.
Proud of his acquuntance with men of rank, but not
servile, never flattered for g Fhs lotters show
hberality, gratizude, constancy, teudecness, but they
reem premeditated and artificial, heneo toa favonrahle
to himself. Heo profussed (a) contempt for his own
poetry, but this was not sincere, (4) insenulilty to
criticism, but every pampliet dntutbed lns quiet
contempt for Kings, but was flattered by a Pooa's
attentions ; (/) contumpt for tho world, but atrove (o

please mankind, (¢) worn of the great, hat basted of
lising among them. iz own impartamce 1+ wno1y
his mind, his letters shiow hun eernmble to cvr e
in others. As a friemd he was bberal o . o .
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zealous and constant. He professed the Roman Catholic
religion but was not scrupulously pious. o

4, Intellectual character.— Characterised by good-
sense ; possessed genius, activity, and ambition of mind,
a strong and exact memory, unwearied diligence. He
laboured for pleasure, was mnever negligent, never:
impatient. His work was voluntary; his subjects chosen
by himself. His publications were never hasty. '

5, Dryden and Pope compa,x;ed.—-—Dryden wrote to
please the people, with little consideration, when occasion
called ; mever attempted to improve what was good.
Pope desired to excel, considered and reconsidered his
pieces, corrected and improved even after publication.

Dryden had more education, larger range of mind,
more general notions, Dryden’s knowledge was more
dignified. Pope’s was more certain.

Dryden’s style is capricious and varied. Pope’s
cantious and uniform.

Dryden’s genius was superior, but his performances
hasty. Pope’s genius was very high, and his per-
formances careful.

Dryden’s flights are higher, and often surpass ex-
pectation. Pope’s are more uniform, but never below
‘expectation.

6. Works of Pope criticised— )

1. Pastorals: Composed with close thought, show litera-
ture rather than wit, powerful in language, skilful in metre.

i1, Temple of Fame : Splendid, luxuriant in ornaments 3
skilful in allegory, correct in imagery ; but has Iittle
relation to real life,

iit. AMessiah: Excels the Pollio, because taken from the
Bible, :
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w. Unfortunate Lady: Treats suicido with respect, in
parts animated, in others tender; the tale is not shil-
Jully told, and ic inconsistent,

v. O for St Cenhia’s Duy: Above all others exeept
Dryden's. The thind stanza is the best. DPope was
ignorant of musie,

vi, By on eriticiem: Pope's greatest work  The
simile of the Alps 1s its greatcat Leauty ; another cele-
brated pamgraph deals with sound as an echo of the
sense.  Johnson gives &xamples of Pope's success in
obeerving the principle hie lays down,

wil Dape of the Livl., Most attractive of all lndicrous
compositions ; supernatural agents happily introdaeed ;
new things are made familiar; familiar things are made
new ; the purpose is to laugh at the tittle unguandcd
folliex of the female eex, Dlennts says it lacks a moral,
and that the machinery is snperfluons.

vitl, Elowe ta dbelanl : Happy production, judiciously
choten suhject, exeites interest beeauso the characters
deserve notice.

ix. The Ihad: The Greeks had no traniations, the
Ttalians were very diligeat translators; Cicers and tier-
manicns Teft Lelund some Latin apecimens, Terence
translated Menander, the Froneli trandated wndustss.
ourly ; Virgil borrowed from Hamer, Pope from Dryden;
Tope’s version “tuned the Inglish topgue” Cnties
abjected that Pope's Homer was not Homerieal  tlus
is the necewsary result of change of tme, custom, and
BLinguage.  Many beauties sn Popes siruon ar not
found in the original. The purpose of & wniter 1s to
be read ; criticssm which ofsjeets to this may tue s znored
The notes add to the pleasure given by the trandate v






POTE .

Arexavorn Torz wae lum in Lendon, May 22, 168, of
arenta whee rank ot station was never aseertainad: we are
fuformed that they wore of gentle Hondy that hie father
wan of a family of whith the Farl of Downe wax the heads
and that bis wother was the dangliter of Willam Turer,
Faquire, of York, wha Jad bhewine theee sons, onr of whons
Tad the honour of being killed, and the other of dying, fn
the rervice of Clarles the Fint, the thinl wav nisle
penenal officer in Synin, from whom the sistes inberited what
wequenteations anld furfeitures bad Iefy 1o the Gamlly
This,and thisenly, i told by Pope ;. who e toore willing, a2
I have Leard olerrval, to show what his father wae pot, than
what he was. It seallowed that be grew nch by trade; bat
whethor in 8 shop of on the FxcLange was never disan erel
Hlt Me. Taern tald, an the authority of Mra, Backet, that

Le was o liven-draper in the Ftand  Both parcuts were
papista

10

Pope wan from his birth of & eonstitution tender apd
delicate ; but is mild to have shawn remarkalle gentlenea
and aweetness of dupemtion,  The wesknras of Lis Loly 20
continuad through his bfe, bat the nuldnesy of hre mind
pertinps endel with hie childhool. Tl sorce when b was

young wa so plewsing, that be was alled i fondnens the
Dtde Nughtingpale
e

A
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Being not sent early to school, he was taught to read by
an aunt ; and when he was seven or eight years old, became
a lover of books. He first learned to write by imitat- .
ing printed books; a species of penmanship in which h-e
retained great excellence through his whole life, though his
ordinary hand was not elegant. When he was about eight,
he wis placed in Hampshire, under Taverner, o Romish
priest, who, by a method very rarely practised, taught him
the Greek and Latin rudiments together. He was now first

10 regularly initiated in poetry by the perusal of Ogylby's
Homer, and Sandys’ Ovid. Ogylby's assistance he never
repaid with any praise; but of Sandys he declared, in his
notes to the Iliad, that English poetry owed much of its
present beauty to his translations. Sandys very rarely
attempted original composition.

From the care of Taverner, under whom his proficiency
was considerable, he was removed to a school at Twyford,
near Winchester, and again to another school about Hyde-
park Corner ; from which he used sometimes to stroll to the

20 play-house; and was so delighted with theatrieal exhibitions,
that he formed a kind of play from Ogylby’s Iliad, with
some verses of bis own intermixed, which he persuaded his
" schoolfellows to act, with the addition of his master's gardener,
who personated Ajax.

At the two last schools he used to represent himself as
having lost part of what Taverner had taught him ; and on
his master at Twyford .he had already exercised his poetry
in a lampoon. Yet under those masters he translated more
than a fourth part of the Metamorphoses. If he kept the

30 same proportion in his other exercises, it cannot be thought
that his loss was great. He tells of himself, in his poems,
that he UWspd “n nwmbers; and used to say, that he
could not remember the time when he began to make verses.
In the style of fiction it might have been said of him as of

Pindar, that when he lay in his cradle, the bees swarmed
about kis mouth,



About the time of fhe Revolution, Lis father, who was
nadoubtedly dmappotnted Ly the sudden Llast of popish
prosperity, quitted his trade, and retired to Dinfield in
Windsor Foreat, with abont twenty thousand pounds; for
which, buing eonscientiously determined not to entrust it to
the government, he found no better 1w than that of locking
it up in a chest, and taling froms it what his expenres
required ; and lis Lfe was long encugh to consume a great
part of it, before his son came to the inheritance.

To Ninfield, Pope wan called 1y bhis father when Le was 10
about twelve years old; and there be lad for.s few nionths
the aaistance of one, Deane, another priest, of whom he
learned only to cunstrue a httle of Tully's Offices.  How
Mr. Deane could spend, with a Loy who had translsted s0
much of Ovil, some months over & small part of Tully's
Offices, it it now vam to enquire. Of a vuu!h #0 succras-
fully employel, and s ly 1, & mmute
aceount maust be natumally dmmi bn! cunomv muat be
contented with confused, imperfeet, aml sometimes im-
probable intelligence. Pupe, finding little advantage fron 20
external helpy, resolved thenceforward to direet himself, and
at twelve formed a plan of study, which he completed with
Lttle other incitement than the desire «f excellence. His
prioary and prmclp:\l purpose was to be & joct, with which
his father accil, 1, by projosing subjects, and
obliging Lim to eorrect hur ]tr'orm:lhm by many reviaala,
after which the old gentleman, when he was mtusfal, wayld
nay, these are good rhymesr. In bus perusl of the Englih
poeta, he soon dutinguished the versification of Dryden,
whih he conxidered as the madel to e stodind, and was 30

preased with such for hia r, that fie
peraaaded rome friends to take hum o the coffee-house which
:;)r)dzn frequented, and pleased mself with having sren

im.

Deyden died May 1, 1701, some dare befure Pope was
twelve; po early must he therefore have felt the Juwer of
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harmony, and the zeal of genius. Who does not wish that
Dryden could have known the value of the homage that was
paid him, and foreseen the greatness of his young admirer?

The earliest of Pope's productions is his Ode on Soli~’
tude, written before he was twelve, in which there is
nothing more than other forward boys have attained, and
which is not equal to Cowley’s performances at the same age.
His time was now spent wholly in reading and writing. As
he read the classics, he amused himself with translating

10 them; and at fourteen made a version of the first book of
the Thebais, which, with some revision, he afterwards
published. He must have been at this time, if he had no
help, a considerable proficient in the Latin tongue.

By Dryden’s Fables, which had then been not long
published, and were much in the hands of poetical readers,
he was tempted to try his own skill in giving Chaucer a
more fashionable appearance, and put January and May,
and the Prologue of the Wife of Bath, into modern
English. He translated likewise, the Epistle of Sappho

90 to Phaon, from Ovid, to complete the version, which was
before, imperfect; and wrote some other small pieces, which
he afterwards printed. He sometimes imitated the English
poets, and professed to have written at fourteen, his poem
upon Silence, after Rochester’s Nothing. He had now formed
his versification, and in the smoothness of his numbers sur-
passed his original: but this is a small part of his praise;
he discovers such acqunintance both with human life and
public affairs, as is not easily conceived to have been attain-
able by a boy of fourteen in Windsor Forest.

30 Next year, he was desirous of opening to himself new
sources of knowledge, by making himself acquainted with
modern languages; and removed for a time to London, that
he Xl.lighh study French and Italian, which, as he desired
n'othmg more than to read them, were by diligent applica-
tion soon despatched.’ Of Italian learning hoe does not appear
to have ever made much use in his subsequent studies.
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Fie \hen rotaened to Dinfield, and dalighted bimeelt with
his own poetry, He drivd all styles, and many eubjects. e
wrote 5 eomedy, a tragedy, an epic povim, with panegyrien
o all the prines of Earpe; and, as he confeses, thought
Rimaelf the greatest genius that ever war. Helfcontufence
i the find Tequidte to great mudertakings Lo fndeed,
who forts his opmion of himsell i solitude, withaot
hnowing the powers of other men, is very liable to errur;
but it waa the flicity of Fupe to rate himwelf at his real
walue 10

Most of hux puerile productions were, by hie naturer
fulzoent, Mtorwants dextroyed s Alcamder, the eple prvm,
was humt by the persuasion of Attesbury. The tragedy
waa foutided on the legend of 8t Genevieve.  Of the comedy
there is 1o secount.  Concerning hie studics it e related,
hat he translated Tully on Old Age, and that, besides bis
ook of poetry aud cntiowm, he reul Temple's Erays,
aml Locke on Human Usderstanding Hie reading,
thongh s favounte anthors are not hnown, spjears to
have been suficirntly extensive sl multifineus, for Jas 20
early preces ahow, with sufficient evidener, hia knnwlalse of
Yovke,

The, that 19 plensed with himaelf, ewsily 1w gines ttat
Tie shall please othera  tir Willnm Tromda), who had
been ambassador at Constastinople, and serctary of atate,
when he velired from buanessy fised s ceidence g the
neighbotthood of Binfield  Pope, not yrt sixten, wss
intrufuced o the statesman of wixty, and s dutinguidod
himeelf, that ther wiersiows ended 10 fnendidup and
correqpumfence Pope wax, through his whole Lfe, amlitions 3
of splendid aequaintance, and he seemss to have wanted
neither ddigence fior succens 1n attracting the notics of t1e
greats for, from lus fint, entranee 1pto tle werld, and
Lis entranice was very rarly, e was admitted to fagili.

arity ‘w\‘(h those whowe rank or mation made thew g et
congpicucus.
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From the ‘age of sixteen, the life of Pope, as an author,
may be properly computed. He now wrote his Pa‘smmls,,
which were shown to the poets and critics of that time; as
they well deserved, they weve read with admiration, and
many praises were bestowed upon them and upon the
Preface, which is both elegant and learned in a high degree:
they were, however, not published till five years afterwards.

Cowley, Milton, and Pope are distinguished among the
English poets by the early exertion of their powers; bub the

10 works of Cowley alone were published in his childhood, and
therefore of him only can it be certain that his puerile
performances received no improvement from his maturer
studies. -

At this time began his acquaintance with Wycherley, a
man who seems to have had among his contemporaries his’
full share of reputation, to have been csteemed without
virtue, and earessed without good-humour. Pope was proud
of his notice; Wycherley wrote verses in his praise, which he
was charged by Dennis with writing to himself, and they

20 agreed for a while to flatter one another. It is pleasant to
remark how soon Pope learned the cant of an author, and
began to treat critics with contempt, though he had yet
suffered nothing from them. But the fondness of Wycherley
was too violent to last. His esteern of Pope was such, that
he submitted some poems to his revision; and when Pope,
perhaps proud of such confidence, was sufficiently bold in his
criticisms, and liberal in his alterations, the old seribbler was
angry to see his pages defaced, and felt more pain from the

. detection than content from the amendment of his faults.
30 They parted; but Pope always considered him with kindness,
" and visited him a little time before he died.

Another of his early correspondents was Mr. Cromwell,

of whom I have learned nothing particnlar but that he
_ used to m'ie a-hunting in a tye-wig. He was fond, and

perhaps vain, of amusing himself with poetry and criticism ;

and sometimes sent his performances to Pope, who did not -
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forlenr wuch rewarks as were now.and-then unwelcome.
Pope, in bis turn, put the Juvenile vension of Statius into
s hands for cormeetion,

Their cotrespondence affonded the pullic its first knowledge
of Pope's Epiatolary Powers; for Lis Lotters were given by
Cromwell to one Mra Thomas 3 and she, wany years alter-
wandy, mld them to Curll, who inserted them in a volume of
his Miscellaniea

Walali, a name yet preverved among the minar pocts, was
one of his first encourngers,  Hin reganl was gained by the 10
Dastorals, and from him Tope recrivel the counsel by
which he reems to have regulated hiv stndies,  Waldh advisal
him to cortretneas, which, ag he told hum, the English poeta
Tl hitherto neglected, and which therefore was left to him
as a Lasis of fame s and, being delighted with rural poemy,
revommended to Bim to wnte & pastorat comedy, fike thuee
which are read so eagerly in Haly, & demgn which Tope
protably did not approve, as he did not, follow it

. Pope had now declared tumself a poet; and thinking
himeelf entitled to poetical converration, began at seventeen 20
to frequent Will's, & coflfec.ioune on the north mde of
tuwsell strert in Couvent-pairden, where the wits of that
tirue ured ta asiemble, and where Dryden had, when he lined,
twen necustomed to prewde. Donng this penod of bix fife
hie wan indefatizally dilizent, and i bly curioun, wanting
health for violent, and money for expensive pleasures, and
having certainly excited in lumeell very atrung dexres of
intellectual emnence, he spent much of his time over iy
Tooks 3 bt he read only 10 store his mand with facts xnd
Smages, seizing all that lis authors presented with undis. 30
tinguishing vamcit). and with an appetite for kpowledge
ton eager to be nice. Inw mmd hke s, lln‘ﬂ", »il the
facaltien weps nt once i

is forced upon us by experience.  He, that muh m:n; booka
must compare one optuton or one style with -nnﬂm and,

when he compares, must ily distingussh, yrject, and
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prefer. But the account given by himself of his studies was,
that from fourteen to twenty he read only for amusement,
from twenty to twenty-seven for improvement and instruc-
tion; that in the first part of this time, he desired only to
know, and in the second he endeavoured to judge. ’
The Pastorals, which had been for some time handed
about among poets and critics, were at last printed (1709)
in Tonson’s Miscellany, in a volume which began with the
Pastorals of Philips, and ended with those of Pope.

10  The same year was written the Essay on Criticism ; a work
which displays such extent of comprehension, such nicety
of distinction, such acquaintance with mankind, and such
knowledge both of ancient and modern learning, as are not
often attained by the maturest age and longest experience.
It was published about two years afterwards; and, being
praised by Addison in the Spectator, with sufficient
liberality, met with so much favour as enraged Dennis,
“who,” he says, “found himself attacked, without any
manner of provocation on his side, and attacked in his person

20 instead of his writings, by one who was wholly a stranger to
him, at a time when all the world knew he was persecuted
by fortune; and not only saw that this was attempted in a
clandestine manner, with the utmost falsehood and calumny,
but found that all this was done by a little affected hypo-
crite, who had nothing in his mouth at the'same time but
truth, candour, friendship, good-nature, humanity, and mag-
nanimity.”

How the attack was clandestine is not easily perceived,
nor how his person is depreciated ; but he seems to have

30 known something of Pope’s character, in whom may be
dfscovered an appetite to talk too frequently of his own
vtrtues. The pamphlet is such as rage might be expected to
dictate. He supposes himself to be asked two questions ;
whether the Essay will succeed, and who or what is the
author.

Its success he admits to be secured by the false opinions
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then prevalent; the author he concindes ta be young and
rar.
. “Firt, bernuse he discovers a sufficiency beyond his hittle
alality, and hath rashly undostalen o tash infinitely abuve
His Ion-e. Keeondly, ‘ﬂn(e this httle author struts, sl
affects the dictatarian air, he plainly sliowa that ot the xame
time hie is umler the real: and, whife be pretends to guie
Taws tn other, is a pedantic stave to authority and epinion
Thintly, he hath, like sehoolloy &, borrywed both from hving
and dexd. Fourthly, he knows not Jus own mind, and 10
Trequenly contradiets bimaell.  Fifibly, he is alwost pes-
petually in the wrong”™

A theee poaitions hie attempts o prove by quotations and
remarks; but bis desire to do mucchief 14 greater than his
power. i has, hawever, fustly critidsed pome jasages
In thexe lines

Thers are whem Heaven Bas Llew'd with slore of wit,
Tet want as tnuch agabn to manags 04
For wit aml jodgement ever aro at phrife—

it is apparent that waf hiax twy meanings, and that what fsen
wantal, thongh calle wig, is truly judgement.

1n another plice, Pope himelt allowed that Ihnmie had
detected one of thowe Llunders which are callel balls
The finst edition had this hne:

WhAL §o this wit—
Where wanted seetn’d i and envied where aaquired®

“Ylow,” mys the critic, “can wit be srorn'd whera 51 30 not )
Ta not this a figure frenuently employed 10 Miberntan land §
The person that wants this wit may ideod be acorned, lmg
the scorn shews the honour which the vontemuer Las for 30
wit” Of this remark Pope made the proper use, by oor-
recting the passage.

1 haso presersed, T think, all that 1y reasonable sp Dennsvs
eritiosm; it remaina that Justice be done to hus delicacy.
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“For his aquaintance (says Dennis)-he names Mr. W
who had by no means the gualification which this a
reckons absolutely necessary to a critic, it being very a
that he was, like this Essayer, a very indifferent poel
loved to be well-dressed ; and I remember a little }
gentleman whom Mr. Walsh used to take into his con
as a dowble foil to his person and capacity.—Enquire, bet
Sunninghill and Oakingham, for a young, short, 1
gentleman, the very bow of the God of Love, and te

10 whether he be a proper author to make 'personal i
tions3—He may extol the ancients, but he bas reas
thank the gods that he was born a modern ; for had he
born of Grecian parents, and his father consequently I
law had the absolute disposal of him, his life had be
longer than that of one of his poems, the life of half a ¢
Let the person of a gentleman of his parts be never s
temptible, his inward man is ten times more ridiculot
being tmpossible that his outward form, though it be t
downright monkey, should differ so much from human

20 as his unthinking immaterial part does from human v
standing.” Thus began the hostility between Popx
Dennis, which, though it was suspended for a short
never was appeased. Pope seems, ab first, to have att
him wantenly ; but though he always professed to d
him, he discovers, by mentioning him very often, th
felt his force or his venom. .

Of this Essay, Pope declared, that he did not expe
sale to be quick, because not onc gentleman in sixzty
of liberal education, could understand 4t The gentl

30 and the education of that time, seem to have been of a
character than they are of this. He mentioned a.tho
copies as a numerous impression.

Dennis was not his only censurer: the zealous papists
thought the monks treated with too much contempt, and
Erasmus too studiously praised ; but to these objections he
had not much regard.
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The Iseay has been tranalated inta French Ly Hamilton,
aothor of the Comte ide Grammont, whose version was
never printed; by Tolotham, sccretary to the King for
Hanover, and Ly Resndd; and enmmentad by Dr Warbur-
ton, who has discovered in it such onder and connection an
was not perceived by Addison, nnr, as i said, intended by
the author.

Almost every poem, consisting of precepts, ia so far arli-
trary and immethodical, that many of the parmagrphe may
change plwcea with no apparent incomsenicnce ; for of two 10
or more poutions, depenling upon some remote and general
principle, there i ecklom any cogent reason why one shoulit
precede the other. Dut far the onler in which they stand,
whatever it be, a little ingenmity may canly give a reason.
It i pornble, eayn Hooker, that, by long crewmduction,
from any one truth all truth may be inferred. Of all homo-
gencous truthe at Jeast, of all truthe respecting the same
general end, m whatever nerses they may be produced, 8
coneatenation by intermediate ideas may le formed, ntreh as,
when it 19 once shiown, shall appear natuml, lbut of thin S0
onler be reversed, nnother mode of connection equally
speciaus my be found or mule.  Anstotle 11 pruwed for
nmiming Fortitnde first of the eardinal sirtues, as that with-
ont which 1o other sirtue can ateadily be practiaad ; but he
might, with equal proprety, have pheed Prudence and
Justice before it ; amee without Prudence, Fortitude ta mad,
without Juatice, it i* miclievoue.  As the end of methed 12
perapicuity, that seris is suflicently regular that avoids
obacurity ; and where there is no obwcunty, it will nat be
difficult to discover method, 30

In the Spectator was published the Meaaah, which he
first submitted to the perusal of Stecle, and corrected in
comphiance with lus cnitferems, It 13 reasonable to wler,
from his Iatters, that the serses on the Unfortnnate
Lady, were written about the time when hie Exeay was
published.  The lady's nime and adventures [ have sought
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with fruitless enquiry. I can therefore tell no more than
I have learned from Mr. Ruffhead, who writes with the
confidence of one who could trust bis information. She was
a woman of eminent rank and large fortune, the ward of ar
unele, who, having given her a proper education, expectet
like other guardians that she shonld make at least an equa
mateh; and such he proposed to her, bub found it rejected
favour of a young gentleman of inferior condition.

Having discovered the correspondence bebween the tw

10 lovers, and finding the young lady determined to abide by he
own choice, he supposed that separation might do what ca
rarely be done by arguments, and sent her into a foreig)
country, where she was obliged to converse ouly with thos
from whom her uncle had nothing to fear. Her lover tool
care to repeat his vows; but his letters were intercepted am
carried to her guardian, who directed her to be watche
with still greater vigilance ; till of this restraint she grew s
impatient, that she bribed a woman.servant to procure her
sword, which she directed to her heart.

20  TFrom this account, given with evident intention to rais
the lady’s character, it does not appear that she had an
claim to praise, nor much to compassion. She seems to hav
been impatient, violent, and ungovernable. Her uncle’
power could not have lasted long; the hour of liberty aw
choice would have come in time. But her desires were to
hot, for delay, and she liked self-murder better than sus
peuse.

Nor is it discovered that the uncle, whoever he was
~is with much justice delivered to posterity as a fals

30 guardian ; he seems to have done only that for which

© guardian is appointed ; he endeavoured ta direct his niee

till she should be able to direct herself, Poetry has nc

often been worse employed than in dignifying the amorou
fury of a raving girl,

.Not long after, he wrote the Rape of the Lock, the mos
airy, the most ingenious, and the most delightful of.al} hi
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campnaitions, occaxinned by a frolic of gallantry, rather too
familar, in which Lord Petre cut off a Iock of 3{rx Aralells
Fermor's bair.  Thiy, whether stealth or violence, was so
much resented, that the commerce of the two families, Lefore
very friendly, was Interruptad.  Mr Caryl,  gentleman,
who, being secretary to King James's queen, haid followed
Lis mistress into France, and who lwing the author of
Sir Bolomon ingle, 8 comedy, and somn tranhitions, was
entitled to the notice of a wit, wolicited T'ope to endeavoura
reconciliation by a lodicrous poem, which might bring both 1€
the jarties to & better temper. [n eomphance with CaryT's
request, thangh his natne was for a Jong time marked only
Uy the first and last letter, C—}, 3 poem of two cantin was
written (1711}, a1 is sid, 1n a fortmzht, and sent to the
offended lady, who liked it well enough to show it; and,
with the usoal process of hiterary tranmactions, the aather,
dreading a sarreptitions edition, was foreed to publuly it

The event is maid to have been surh ax was deured, the
pacification and diversion of all to whom 1t related, except
8ir George Prown, who complunel with eome bitterness &
that, in the character of Rir Plume, he was made to talk
nonserne  Whether all this be true I have aame doubt ; for
at Iaris, a few years azn, & nrece of Mra Fernior, who
presided in an English convent, mentionel Pope’s work witls
very little gratitade, rather as a0 nsult than au bowwr ,
and ahe may be supposed to have fnhented the opanon of
her family.

Al jts fint appearance, it was termed by Addion e
sl Fope, however, saw that it was capable of im
provement; and, havmng tuckily coutrrved to barrow hiy 39
machinery from the Romcruciana, imparted the schetne with
which kis head wan teeming, to Addion, who 1ol tim that
Lis work, a2 1t stood, was a delicious httle thing, and gave
tim no encouragement ta retouch it.

This hiaa been too Lastily considered 2a an instance of
Addisor's jealoney, for, as he eculd not guens the conduct
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of the new design, or the possibilities of pleasure compr.ised
in a fetion of which there had been no examples, he might
very reasonably and kindly persuade the author to accsuiesce
in his own prosperity, and forbear an attempt which he
considered as an unnecessary hazard. Addison’s coupsel was
happily rejected. Pope foresaw the future effiorescence of
imagery then budding in his mind, and resolved to spare 1o
art, or industry of cultivation. The soft luxuriance ?f his
fancy was already shooting, and all the gay varieties of
10 diction were ready at his hand, to colour and embellish it.

His attempt was justified by its success. The Rape of the
Lock stands forward, in the classes of literature, as the
most exquisite example of ludicrous poetry. Berkeley con-
gratulated him upon the display of powers more truly
poetical than he had shown before; with elegance of descrip-
tion and justness of precepts, he bad now exhibited boundiess
fertility of invention. He always considered the inter-
mixture of the machinery with the action, as his most
suceessful exertion of poetical art. He indeed could never

20 afterwards produce anything of such unexampled excellence,
Thase performances, which strike with wonder, are combina-
tions of skilful genius with happy casualty ; and it is not
likely that any felicity, like the discovery of a mew race of
preternatural ageuts, should happen twice to the same man,

Of this poem, the author was, I think, allowed to enjoy
the praise for a long time without disturbance. Many years
afterwards, Dennis published some remarks -upon it, with
very little force, and with no effect; for the opinion of
the public was already settled, and it was no longer at the

30 mercy of criticism.

About this time, he published the Temple of Fame,
which, as he tells Steele in their correspondence, he had
written two years before; that is, when he was only twenty-
two years old, an early time of life for so much learning and
so-much observation, as that work exhibits. On this poem
Dennis afterwards published some remarks, of which the
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most reasonahle is, that some of the linea represent motion
a9 exhibited by sculpture,

Of the Epistle from Eloixa to Abelard, T do not know
the date. s first inclination to attempt a composition of
that tender kind, srose, as Mr. Savage told me, from his
perusal of Priors Nut-brbwn Maid. How much he has
surpassed Prior’s work it is net necesary to mention, when”
perhaps it may be mild with justice, that he hax excelled
every composition of Um same hind.  The mixture of

. N
with far greater force than the solitude of & grove. This
Piece wns, however, not much his favourite in his Iatter
years, ‘though I never heanl upon what prinetple he
slighted it.

In the next year (1713) he pullished Windsor Forest;
of which part was, as he relates, written at sixteen, about the
mame time as his Pastorals, and the latter part was adiled

afterwards. where the addition begine, we are ot told,  The 20

lines relating to the Peace confese their own date. It 19
dedicated to Lord Lansdowne, who was then lagh m reputa.
tion and influence among the Torten, and 1t 1 said, that the
conclusion of the poem gave great pin to Addison, both as a
poet and a politican.  Reporta hike this are often apread
with boldness very disproportionate to their evilence. Wiy
should Addsson receive any particutar disturlance from the
last Linea of Windsor Forest? If cottranety of opimton
could poison & pelitictan, he would not live a day, and, as
& poet, he must liave felt Pope's force of genius much more 30
from many other parts of Jus worka  The fatn that Addisn
might feel, §t 19 not hkely that he would confean, and 1t 1o
certain that he so well suppresacd his discontent, that Topm
now thought tumself hus favounte, for having bevn convulted]
in the revizal of Cato, he mtroduced 1t by a prulogue , and,
when Dennia published Lis Remarks, undertook, not indeed

J kLN
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to vindicate, bub to revenge his friend, by a Narrative of
the Frenzy of Jobn Dennis,

There is reason to believe that Addison gave no encourage-
ment to this disingenuous hostility ; for, says Pope, in a letter
to him, “indeed your opinion, that ‘tis eutirely to be
neglected, would be my own in my own case; but T felt
more warmth here than I did when I first saw his book
against myself, (though indeed in two minutes it made me
heartily merry)” Addison was not a man on whom such

.10 cant of sensibility could make much jmpression. " He left
the pamphlet to itself, having disowned it to Dennis, and
perhaps did not think Pope to have deserved much by his
officiousness.

This yesr was printed in the Guardian the ironical
comparison between the Pastorals of Philips and Pope; a
composition of artifice, criticism, and literature, to which
nothing egual will easily be found. The superiority of Pope
is so ingeniously dissembled, and the feeble lines of Philips
so skilfully preferred, that Steele, being deceived, was un-

20 willing to print the paper, lest Pope should be offended.
 Addison immediately saw the writer’s design; and, as it
seems, had malice enough to conceal his discovery, and to
permit a publication, which, by making his friend Philips
ridiculous, made him for ever an enemy to Pope.

It appears that about this time, Pope had a strong inclina-
tion to unite the art of painting with that of poetry, and put
himself under the tuition of Jervas, He was near-sighted,
and therefore not formed by nature for a painter: he tried,
however, how far be could advance, and sometimes persuaded

30 Lis friends to sit. A picture of Bebterton, supposed to be
drawn by him, was in the possession of Lord Mansfield: if
this was taken from the life, he must have begwn to paint
earlier; for Betterton was now dead. Pope’s ambition of
this new art produced some encomiastic verses to Jervas,
which certainly show his power as a poet, but I have been
told that they betray his ignorance of painting, He appears



to have reganded Detterton with kindness and eateem; and
after his death, published, under his name, & version into
medern English of Chaucer's Prologues, and one of his Tales,
which, as was related Ly Mr. Harte, were believed to lave
Lieen the performance of Pope himself Ly Fenton, who made
lim & gay offer of five pounds, if he would show them in the
ham! of Betterton.

The next year (1713) produced a bolder attempt, by which
profit was songht as well as praise. The prema which behad

hLitherto written, how ever they might have diffused his name, 10

had made very little adiition to his fortune. The allownnce
which his father made lum, though, proportioned to what he
had, it might be liberal, conld not Le large; his religion
liindered him from the occupation of any cisil employment,
and he compliined that he wanted even money to buy tools,

He therefore reaolved to try how far the favour of the
public extended, by soliciting a subacription to a version of
the Tlind, with large notes. To print by subseription was,
for some time, & practice peculiar to the English.  The first

eonsiderlle work for which thus expedsent wan employed, jo op

raid to have been Dryden's Virmil, and it has been tned
agin with great success when the Tatlers were collected
into volumes.

There was reason to believe that Pope's attempt would Le
muccessful.  Ie wan in the full bloom of reputation, and was
personally known to atmost all whom diguity of employmene
or splendour of reputation had made eminent, he conversad
indifferently with both parties, and never disturbed the
public with hus political opintons; and 1t might be naturally
expected, as each faction then boasted staliterary zeal, that the g9
‘great men, who on other occasiona practised sl the violenra
of opposition, would emulate each other m their encourage.
ment of a poet who had delighted all, and 1y whom none
had been offernleid. With thoss Lopes, he affered an English
Tliad to subseribers, m wix volumes 1n quarto, for sy
guineas; a sum, according h;thu value of money at thyt
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time, by no means inconsiderable, and greater than 1 believe
o have been ever asked before, His proposal, however, was
very favourably received, and the patrons of literature were
busy to recommend his undertaking, and promote his interest.
Lord Oxford, indeed, lamented that such a genius should be
wasted upon a work not original; but proposed no means by
which he might live without it: Addison recommended
caution and moderation, and advised him not to be -content
with the praise of half the nation, when he might be
10 universally favoured.

The greatness of the design, the popularity of the author,
and the attention of the literary world, naturally raised such
expectations of the future sale, that the booksellers made
their offers with great eagerness; but the highest bidder was
Bernard Lintot, who became proprietor on condition of
supplying, at his own expense, all the copies which were to
be delivered to subscribers, or presented to friends, and
paying two hundred pounds for every volume.

Of the Quartos it was, I believe, stipulated, that none

20 should be printed but for the author, that the subscription
might not be depreciated ; but Lintot impressed the same
pages upon a small Folio, and paper perhaps a little thinner;
and sold exactly at half the price, for half a guinea each
volume, books so little inferior to the Quartos, that by a fraund
of trade, those Folios, being afterwards shortened by cutting
away the top and bottom, were sold as copies printed for the
subseribers, /

Lintot printed two hundred and fifty on royal paper in
Folio for two guineas a volume; of the small folio, having

30 printed seventeen hundred and fifty copies of the first
volume, he reduced the number in the other volumes to 2

- thousand. It is unpleasant to relate that the bookseller,
.after all his hopes and all his liberality, was, by a very
unjust and illegal nction, defranded of his profit. An edition
of the English Tliad was printed in Holland in duodecimo,
and imported clandestinely for the gratification of those who
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wers impatient to read what they could not yet afford to
Luy, This frand could only be counteracted by an elition
equally cheap and more commadions; and Lintot was com-
pelled to contract his folio at onee m!n a duu]mmo. and loce
the ad: e of an i i The notes,
which in the Dutch eopies were placed at the end of each
ook, as they had been in the large volumes, were now
rubjoined to the text in the mme page, and re thercfore
more easily conwulted. Of thiz edition two thousand five
hundred were first printesd, and five thouwand a few weeka 10
afterwards; but indeed grent numbers were necessary to
preiuce considerable profit.

Tope, Jarving now emitted his proposals, and engiged not
only his own reputation, but it some degree that of his
friends who patronsal fis sulscription, began to le
frizhted at his ewn undertaking; snd finding himself
at first embtarrassed with difficultier, wlich retarded and
opptewsed him, he was for & time timorous and uneasy, had
his mghts distorbed by dyeams of long journeys through
unknown ways, and wished, as he rud, that somelody 0
would Aang Rum.  This mieery, however, waa not of long
continyance, he grew by degrees more acquainted with
Homer’s imaget and expreasions, and practice increased his
facility of vemification  In a short tume he represents him-
eelf as desyatching regularly fifty verses a day, wluch would
show him by an easy computation the termination of his
Tabaur,

His own diffidence was not hisonly vexation. Tfe that
atks a eulscription aoon finds that he has enermen. AN
who do not rncourage him defame lum. e that wanta 30
smaney will mther be thought angry than poar; and he that
wixliea to smave hia money conceals s avarice by hus malice,
Addiwon had hinted s wospicion that Pope was too much
n Tory; and some of the Tones suyperted lus principles,
because he had contributed to the Guardian, which was
carried on Ly Steele,
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time, by no means inconsiderable, and greater than I believe
to have been ever asked before. His proposal, however, was
very favourably received, and the patrons of literature were
busy to recommend his undertaking, and promote his interest.
Lord Oxford, indeed, lamented that such a genius should be
wasted upon a work not original; but proposed no means by
which he might live without it: Addison recommended
caution and moderation, and advised him not to be-content
with the praise of half the nation, when he might be

10 universally favoured.

The greatness of the design, the popularity of the author,
and the attention of the literary world, naturally raised such
expectations of the future sale, that the booksellers made
their offers with great eagerness; but the highest bidder was
Bernard Lintot, who became proprietor on condition of
supplying, at his own expense, all the copies which were o
be delivered to subscribers, or presented to friends, and
paying two hundred pounds for every volume.

Of the Quartos it was, I believe, stipulated, th':.t none

20 should be printed but for the author, that the subscription
might not be depreciated ; but Lintot impressed the same
pages upon a small Folio, and paper perhaps a little thinner;
and sold exactly at half the price, for half a guinea each
volume, books so little inferior to the Quartos, that by a fraud
of trade, those Folios, being afterwards shortened by cutting
away the top and bottom, were sold as copies printed for the
subscribers,

Lintot printed two hundred and fifty on royal paper in
Folio for two guineas a volume; of the small folio, having

30 printed seventeen hundred and fifty copies of the ﬁrsb
volume, he reduced the number in the other volumes to a
© thousand. It is unpleasant to relate that the bookseller,
after all his hopes and all his liberality, was, by a very
unjust and illegal action, defranded of his profit. An edition
of the English Iliad was printed in Holland in duodecimo,
and imparted clandestinely for the gratification of those who
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were impatient to read what ther oould mot yet s2unl to
bay. This frand ecald enly be coznteracted by an edition
equally cheap and more commalions; and Lintot was orma-
poll=d tacontract his folio at ones intoa dun,mm, and lese
the advantage of as i i fon. The notes,
which in the Datch copios wern [h:rd at the end of each
Lok, as they Lad been in the large volumen, were now
rabjoined to the text n the mme quze, and are therelore
more easily consaftel  Of this edition two thouned Eve
Lardred were £rst printal, and Eve thoumnd a few weeks 10
afterwands; but indem] great numbers were pecesmry to
prodoce eonsiderable profit.

Pope, baving now emitted his profomls, and engazed nat
ocly his own rrputalion, but in aome dagree that of his
friends who potromeed his ealenption, be@n to e
frizhted at las own undertaing, and Eodsg bimel!
at fint emlarmsse] with difi-ultien, which retarded and
opprecsrd him, ba was for a tine Umaroas aod mneasy, byl
ks mizlts dstarled by draame of Loz pourness throuzh
soknown ways, and wished, av be saud, dhat smelaly
would kang hin. This mrery, bowever, was oot of long
eentinmance, Le prew by degrees more amuaintsd with
Hlrmnet's unazes and exprrointe, ard prictior wereasa] hia
farflity of verafamtim In ashort me b rrpoents bir
self an despmtchunz recalarly £fty versen a day sl howonld
show Lim by an easy enmpatation the termuatsm of hie
labour.

Hie own difidenre was oot hoaonfe cexation He that
asks 2 subreniption mon nods that he bas coeried AN
why do rot stromnaze lim defams bim He that wa 2%
meney will rather b thouht anem than peer oard be that
wishes 1o gave hie money conmale his avar s Py 1 ot
Addivn 1ad bisted bes vaspraen ot Fupe waete b h
a Tory: and mome of the Toriem siepeetod bo Jr ot 1
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To those who censured his politics, were added enemies yet
more dangerons, who called in question his knowledge of
Greek, and his qualifications for a translator of Homer. To
these he made no public opposition; but in one of his
Letbers escapes from them as well as he ean. At an age
like his, for he was not more than twenty-five, with an
irregular education, and o course of life of which much
seems to have passed in conversation, it is not very likely
that he overflowed with Greek. But when he felt himself
deficient he sought assistance; and what man of learning
would refuse to help him? Minute enquiries into the foree
of words are less necessary in translating Homer than other
poets, beeause his positions are general, and his representa-
tions natural, with very little dependence on local or
temporary customs, an those changeable scenes of artificial
life, which, by mingling original with accidental notions,
and crowding the mind with images which time effaces,
produce ambiguity in diction, and obscurity in books. To
this open display of unadulterated nature it must be aseribed,’
that Homer has fewer passages of doubtful meaning than
any other poet either in the learned or in modern languages.
I'have rend of » man, who being, by his ignorance of Greek,
compelled to gratify his curiosity with the Latin printed on
the opposite page, declared that from the rude simplicity
of the lines literally rendered, he formed nobler ideas of
the Homeric majesty than from the laboured elegance of
polished versions. Those literal translations were always ab
hand, and from them he counld easily obtain his aunthor's
sense with sufficient certainty; and among the readers of

} Homer the mumber is very small of those who find much

in the Greek more than in the Latin, except the musie of
the numbers, -

If more help was wanting, he had the poetical translation
of Eobanus Hessus, an wnwearied writer of Latin verses; he
had the French Homers of La Valterie and Dacier, and the
English of Chapman, Hobbes, and Ogylby. With Chapman,

— e~

—
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whose wark, though now totally neglected. scemy to have
been” popular almest to the end of the last century, he hnd
very frequent consultations, and perhape never translatad
any passage till he had rend his version, which indeed be has
been sometimes suspeeted of using instead of the original

Notes were hikewive to ba provided ; for the six velumes
woitkl have been very hittle more than six pamphlets without
them.  What the mere perual of the text could suggest,
Tupe wanted no assistance tn collect or methodize ; but more
Was necea@ry ; many pages were to be filled, and learning 10
mmust supply materials to wit and judgement. Sumething
might be gathered from Dicier, It no man loves to be
indebted to Ina contemporines, and Dacier was acceasible
to common revders.  Eustathins was therefure necessanly
conmlted To read Eustathius, of whose work there waa
then no Latin version, I suspect Pope, if he had been willing,
not to have been able ; some otlier was therefore to be found,
who had lewsure as well as alilities, and he was doubtless
most readily employed who would do much work for httle
money.

The history of the notes has never been traced  Broome,
in his preface to his poents, declires humself the commentator
in part wpon the Jlied, snd it appears from Fenton's
Letter, proserved m the Muscom, that Broome was at fimt
enpaged in consulting Eustathius ; but that after a time,
whatcver was the reason, he deawted - another man of
Cambridge was then employed, who roon grew weary of the
work; and a thind, that was recommended by Thirlby, 1s
now discorered to have been Jurttn, a man amce well kpown
ta the learned world, who complained that Pope, having 30
neoepted and approved his performance, never testified any
curionity to see lum, aud who professed to have forgotten
the terma on which he worked. The terms which Fenton
used are very mercantile. [ thind at first nght that his
petformance ts very commendable, and hare sent wond for
Aim 1o finish the aeventeenth book, und to send of wrth his
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demands for his trouble. I have here enclosed the spcc{n.wn;
if the rest come before the return, T will keep them till I
recetve gour order.

Broome then offered his service a second time, which was
probably accepted, as they had afterwards a closer cor-
respondence.  Parnell contributed the Life of Homer,
which Pope found so harsh, that he took great pains in
correcting it ; and by his own diligence, with such help as
kinduess or money could procure him, in somewhat more

10 than five years he completed his version of the Iliad, with
the notes. He began it in 1712, his twenty-fifth year, and
concluded it in 1718, his thirtieth year. When we find him
translating fifty lines a day, it is natural to suppose that he .
would have brought his work to a more speedy conclusion,
The Iliad, containing less than sixteen thousand verses,
might have been despatched in less than three hundred and
twenty days by fifty verses in a day. The notes, compiled
with the assistance of his mercenaries, could not be supposed
to require more time than the text. According to this

20 calenlation, the progress of Pope may seem to have been
slow; bub the distance is commonly very great between
actual performances and speculative possibility, It is natural
to suppose, that as much as has been done to-day may be
done to-morrow ; but on the morrow some difficulty emerges,
or some external impediment obstructs. Indolence, inter-
ruption, business, and pleasure, all take their turns of
retardation; and every long work is lengthened by a
thousand causes that can, and ten thousand that cannot,
be recounted. Perhaps no extensive and multifarious per-

80 formance was ever effected within the term originally fixed
in the undertaker’s mind. He that runs against Time has
an antagonist not subject to casualties.

The encouragetnent given to this translation, thou gh report
seeros to have over-rated it, was such as the world has not
often seen. The subseribers were five hundred and seventy-
five. The copies for which subscriptions were given, were
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Bolingbfoke as a curiosity, descended from him to Mallet, -
and is now by the solicitation of the late Dr. Maty reposited
in the Museum. Between this manuscript, which is written
upon accidental fragments of paper, and the printed edition,
there must have been an intermediate copy, that was per-
haps destroyed as it returned from the press. .

From the first copy I have procured a few transcripts, and
shall exhibit first the printed lines; then, in a smaller print,
those of the manuscripts, with all their variations. Those.

10 words in the small print which are given in italics are

cancelled in the copy, and the words placed under them
adapted in their stead.

The beginning of the first book stands thus:

The wrath of Peleus’ son, the direful spring
Of all the Grecian woes, O Goddess, sing,
That wrath which hurl’d to Plute’s gloomy reign
The souls of mighty chiefs untimely slain

The stern Pelides’ 1age, O Goddess, sing,
© wnath
20 Of all the woes of Grecce tho fatal spring,
Grecinn |
That strewed with warriors dead the Phrygian plain,
heroes
And peopled the dark hell 1with heroes slain;
fill'd the shady hell with chiefs untimely

Whose limbs, unburied on the naked shove,
Devouring dogs and hungry valtures tore,
- Since great Achilles and Atrides strove;
Such was the sovereign doom, and such the will of Jove.
30 Whose limbs, unburied on the hostile shore, '

Devouring dogs and greedy vultures tore,
Sinco first Atrides and Achilles strove;

Buch was the sovereign doom, and such the will of Jove,
Declare, O Muse, in what’ ill-fated hour

Sprung the fierce strife, from what offended Power !
Latona’s son a dire contagion spread,

And heap’d the camp with mountains of the dead H
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Ye sons of Atrevs, may your ¥ows be crown'd,
Kings and warriors
Your lalours, by the Gods be all your labours eroun'd;
So may the Gods your arms with conguest bless,
And Troy's proud walls lie level with the ground ;
Till laid
And crown your labours acith descrved success;
May Jove restors you, when your toils are d'er,
Safe to the pleasures of your native shore,

But, oh! relieve a wretched parent’s pain,
And give Chryseis to these arms again ;
If mercy fail, yet let my present move,
And dread avenging Phebus, son of Jave.
But, ok! relieve a hapless parent’s pain, -
And give my dsughter fo these arms agein;
Receive my gifts; if mercy fails, yet let my present move,
And fear the God that deals his darts around,
avenging Pheebus, son of Jove.

The Greeks, in shouts, their joint assent declare
The priest to reverence, and release the fair.
Not so Atrides; he with kingly pride,

Repulsed the sacred Sire, and thus reply’d.

He said, the Greeks their joint assent declare,
The father said, the gen'sous Greeks relent,
T accept the ransom, and release the fajr;
Revere the priest, and speak their joint assent;
Not so the tyrant, he, with kingly pride,
Atrides
Ropuls'd the sacred 8ire, and thus reply’d. S
[Not so the tyrant. Drybpex]

-Of these lines, and of the whole first book, I am told that
there was yet a former copy, more varied, and more deformed
with interlineations.

The beginning of the second book varies very little from
the printed page, and is therefore set down withous any

parallel ; the few differences do not require to be elaborately
displayed.

Now pleasing sleep had seal'd each mortal eye:
Stretch’d in their tents the Grecian leaders lie;
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Th' Immortals slumler’d on their thrones above.
Al Yzt the ever-watchizl eye of Jove
To honour Thetis’ son be bends bis care,
And plunge the Greeks in all the woes of war,
Then bids an empty phantom rise to sizht,
And thos commands the vision of the night:

directs
Fly hence, delusive dream, and, hght as air, -
To Apamemnon's royal tent repair;
Bid him in arms draw forth th' embattled train,
March all his leqions to the dusty plain,
Now tell the Kixg *tis given him to destroy,
Declare ev'n now
The lofty walls of wide-extended Troy;

tow’rs
For now no more the Gods with Fate contend;
At Juno's swt the heavenly factions end.
Destruction Aorers o'er yon devoted wall,

hangs

And nodding Iiam waits th* impending fall.

Invocation to the catalogue of ships,

Say, virgins, seated round the throne divine,
Allknowing Goddessea ! ymmortal Ning !

Since earth’s wide regions, heaven's unmeasured hexght,
And hell's abyzs, hide nothing from your sight,

{We, wretched mortals * fost 1 doubts below,

But guess by romonr, and but Loast we kpow)

Ol eay what herves, fired by thurst of fame,

Or urged by’ wrongs, to Troy’s destraction came *

To count them all, demands a thousand tongues,

A throat of brasy and adamantine lungs,
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(For dauhtful Famo distracts mankind below,

And nothing can we tell, aud nothing know)
Without your aid, to count th' wnnumber'd traln,

A thousand moutlis, o thousand tongucs, wero vain,

Book V. 2. 1.

But Pallas now Tydides’ soul inspires,

Tills with her force, and warms with alt her fires:
Above the Greoks his deathless fame to raise,
And crown ‘her hero with distinguish’d praise,
High on his heln celestinl lightnings play,
His beamy shicld emits o living ray;
Th' unwearied blaze incessant streams supplies,
Like the red star that fires the autumnal skies,

But Pallas now Tydides' soul fnspires,

Fills with her rage, and warms with oll her fires:

foree
O'cr all the Greeks decrees his fame to ise,
Abovo the Groeks her warrior’s fame to raise,

his deathless
And crown hier hero with immortal praiso;

distinguish’d ,
Bright from his beamy erest tho lightninga play,
High an hotm

From his broad buckler finsh’d the living ray;
High on his helm celestial lghtnings play,

His beamy shicld emits o Nving ray;

The Goddess with her breath the flame supplics,
Bright as tho star whose fires in Autumn rise;
Heor breath divine thick streaming finmes supplics,
Bright as tho star that fires th' autumnal skics;
Tl unwearied blazo incessant streams supplics,
Like thio red star that fires il autumnal skics.

When first lio rears his radiant orb to sight,
And hath’d in ocean shoots a keener light,
Such glories Pallas on the chief bestow’d,

Such from his arms the fierce effulgence flow'd;
Onward she drives him, furious to engage,
Where tho fight burns, and where the thickest rage.

When fresh ho rears his adinut ordb to sight,
And gilds old Ocean with & blaze of light, '
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right os tha atar that firen th* autumnal sklen,
Fresh from the deep, snd gilds the sens and skion:
gnch glories Pallas on her chisf beatow'd,

Buch sparkling rags trom his Dright armour flowd,
Buch from his arms the Berco effulgenco flow'd,
Onward sbe drives bir headlong to engage,

furious
Whers tbe war Weeds, aod whete the fereest rge.
fight burna thickest

The sons of Tares first the combat sought,
A wealthy priest, but rich without a fanlt;
In Vulean's fane the father's days were led,
The sons to tols of glorious buttle bred;

Thera lved a Trojan—Dares wse bix name,
The priest of Vulean, rich, yet voil of blwme;
Tho sons of Dires first the combat sought,
A wealthy priest, but Heh without & fault.

Conclusion of Dook VIIL r 687.

As when the moon, refalgent lamp of night,
Q'er Heaven's clear azure spreads ber sered Ights
WWhen not a breath disturbs the deep sereze,
And ot & cloud o'ercasts the solemn ecene;
Around her throne the vivad plunets ol
And stars unnumber'd gild the glowog poles
er the dark trees a yellower verdure shed,
And tip with silver every mountain's head -
Then shine the vales—the rocks in yrﬂm e,
A food of glory bursts from all the skisas
Tho conscions swains, rejoiciog 1a the sishts

« Eye the Llue vaalt, and Lless the u;;:: lizhe
S many flames before proud Ttior L
4nd Lighten ghmmenngpxﬂmbm with their (473
The long reflections of the distant fires
Cleam on the walls, and tremble on the sTire=
A thousand] ules the dusky horror® £

Anl shoot a shady lostre o'er the :th / \
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Full Bity guards each flaming pile attend,
Whese umber'd arms by fits thick Sashes send;
Lond neigh the coursers o'er their heaps of corn,
And ardent warriors wait the rising morn.

As when in stillness of the silent night,

As when the moon in all her Iustre bright,

As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night,

O'er Heaven's clear azure sheds hor silver ights
pure spreads saered

As still in air the trombling lustre stood,

And o'er its golden border shoots » flood;

When no Ipose gale disturbs the decp serenc,

not a breath
And no dim cloud o'ercasts the solemn scene;
not a

Around her sfiver throne the planets glow,

And stars unnumber'd trembling beams bestows

Arpund her throne the vivid planets roll,

And stars unnumber'd gild the glowing poles

Clear glenms of light oer the dark trees are seen,

a'er the dark trees n yellow sheds
O'er the dark trees a yollower green they shed,

gleam
verdure
And tip with silver all the mountain heads
forest

And tip with silver every mountain’s hend.
The valleys open, and thé forests rise,

The vales appear, the rocks in prospect rise,
Then shine the vales, the rocks in prospect rise
AR Nature stands reveal'd before our eyes;

A fiood of glory bursts from all the skies.

The consclous shepherd, joyful at the sight,
Eyes the blue vault, and numbers every lpght.
The conscious swains rejoicing af the sight,

shepherds gazing with delight
Eye the blae vault, and bless the vivid light,

glorious

useful
So many finmes before the navy blaze,

proud lion
And lighten glimmering Xanthus with thetr rays
Wide o'er tho fields to Troy extend the gleams
And tp the distant sphies with fainter ‘beams
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Thio ing refiections of the diatant fres

Gitd the high walls, xod tremble on the spiress
Gleam on the walls, and tremtle on the apires;
A thousand fires at distant ststions bright,
GHd the dark prospect, and dixpel the night.

Of these specimens every man who has cultivated poetry,
or who delights to trace the mind from the rudeness of jts
firet conceptions to the elegance of ita last, will naturally
desire a greater number; but most other reiders are alrealy
tired, and I am not writing only to poets and plulawophera. 1

The Ilad was published volume by volume, as the
translation proceeded ; the four first books appeared in 1715,
The expectation of this work was undoubtedly high, and every
nan who had connected his name with eriticism, or poetry,
was desirous of such intelligence as might enable lum to talk
upon the popular tome.  Halifax, who, by having been first
a poet, and then & patron of poetry, had acquired the nght
of being a judge, was willing to hear some books while they
were yet unpublished. Of this rehearsal Pope afterwanls
gave the following aceount. on

“The famous Lord Halifax was rather a pretender tn taste
than really possessed of it.—When I had finished the two or
three first books of my translation of the Ihad, that Lord
desired to have the pleasure of heaning them read at lns house
Addison, Congreve, and Garth, were there at thereading In
four or five places, Lord Halifax stopped me very einilly, and
with a speech each time of much the same kind, ‘I beg your
pardon, Mr Pope; but there 13 snmething m tlat pamage
that does not quite please me  Be so gond as to mark the
place, and consider 1t a hittle at your lewure T am sure you 30
can give it a little turn’—I returned from Lord Halifax's
with Dr. Garth, 1n lns chartot , and, as we were going along,
waa Baying to the Doctor, that my Lord had laid me under a
good deal of difficults by such loowe aml geneml olwerva.
tions; that T had leen thinking over the [asages almoat
ever sinee, and could not guess at what 1t was that offended

N

=)
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his lordship in either of them. Garth laughed heartily at
my embarrassment: said, I had not been long enough
acquainted with Lord Halifax to know his way yet; that I
need not puzzle myself about looking those places over and
over when 1 got home. €All you need do (says he) is to
leave them just as they are; call on Lord Halifax two or
three months hence, thank him for his kind observations
on those passages, and then read them to him as altered. I
have known him much longer than you have, and. will be

10 answerable for the event? I followed his advice ; waited on
Lord Halifax some time after ; said, I hoped he would find-
his objections to those passages removed ; read thiem to him
exactly as they were at first : and his lordship was extremely
pleased with them, and cried out, Ay, now they are perfectly
right: nothing can be better.”

It is seldom that the great or the wise suspect that they
are despised or cheated. Halifax, thinking this a lucky
opportunity of securing immortality, made some advances of
favour and some overtures of advantage to Pope, which

90 he seems to have received with sullen coldness. Al our
knowledge of this transaction is derived from a single letter
{Dec. 1, 1714), in which Pope says, “I am obliged to you,
both for the favours you have done me, and those you intend
me. I distrust neither your will nor your memory, when it
is to do good ; and if I ever become troublesome or solicitous,
it must not be out of expectation, but out of gratitude.
Your Lordship may cause me to live agreeably in the town, or
contentedly in the country, which is really all the difference I
set between an easy fortune and a small one. It is indeed

30 & high strain of generosity in you to think of making me
easy all my life, only because T have been so happy as to
flivert you some few howrs : but, if I may have.leave to add
it is because you think me no enemy to my native country,
there will appear a better reason ; for I must of consequence
be very much (as I sincerely am) yours, &e.”

These voluntary offers, and this faint acceptance, ended -
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withoat effect. The patron was not accustomed fo such
frizid gratitode ; and the poet fed Lis own pride with the
dignity of independence. They prolably were suspicins of
each other. Pope would not dedicate till he mw at what
rate Lis proise was salued ; he wonld be froublesome ont of
gratitude, not ezpertation. Halifax thought himeelf entitled
to eonfdence ; and would give nothing, ualess ke knew what
he should receive. Their commerce had its Leginning in
hope of praise on one side, and of money on the other, and
ended because Pope was less eager of money than Halifax 10
of praise. It s not kkely that Halifax bad any peronal
benevalence to Pope; 1t is evident that Pope Jooked on
Halifax with scorn and batred. -

The reputation of this great work failed of gaining bkima
fatron ; but it deprivel him of a friend  Addison and Le
were now at the kead of poetry and enticism; and both
in such a state of elevation, that, Iike the two rivals in the .
Roman state, ane conld no longer bear an equal, nor the
otker a guperior.  Of the gradmal abatement of kindness
Letween friends, the Leginning is often scarcely discernible 20
by themeelves, and the process 1s continoed by petty provo-
annm. and incivilities sometimes peevishly returned, and
4, which would escape all
attention Lat that of pride, and drop from any mewory bat
that of resentment. That the quarrel of those two wits
thould be minutely dedaced, is cot to be expected from a
writer, to whom, as, Homer ays, nothing bxt ruriver has
reacked, and wlo has no pereonal knoviedge.

Pope doubtless approashed Addwson, when the reputation
of their wit first bronght them togetber, with the respect 30
due to a man whese abilities were acknowledged, and who,
Laving attained that eminence to which ke was himsell
aspiring, bad in his Lands the distribution ¢f Lterary fame,
He paid enurt with enficient diligence by his Prologue to
Cato, by his abuse of Denms, and with praise yet more
direct, by Lis poem on the Dulogues on Medals, of which

c
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the jmmediate publication was then intended. In all this
there was no hypocrisy; for he confessed that he found in
Addison something more pleasing than in any other man.
It may be supposed, that as Pope saw himself favoured by
the world, and more frequently compared his own powers
with those of others, his confidence increased, and his sub-
mission lessened; and that Addison felt no delight from
the advances of a young wit, who might scon contend with
him for the hichest place. Every great man, of whatever
10 kind be his greatness, has among his friends those who
officiously, or insidiously, quicken his attention to offences,
heighten his disgust, and stimulate his resentment. Of such
adherents Addison doubtless had many, and Pope was now .
too high to be without them. From the emission and
reception of the Proposals for the Iliad, the kindness of
Addison seems to have abated. Jervas, the painter,- once
pleased himself (Aug. 20, 1714) with imagining that he bad
re-established their friendship; and wrote to Pope that
Addison once suspected him of too close a confederacy with
20 Swift, but was now satisfied with his conduct. To this Pope
answered, a week after, that his engagements to Swift were
such as his services in regard to the subseription demanded,
and that the Tories never put him under the necessity of
asking leave to be grateful. But, says he, as Mr. Addi-
son must be the judge in what regards himself, and seems to
kave no very just one in regard to me, so I must own to you
I expect nothing but civility from him. In the same letter
he mentions Philips, as having been busy to kindle animosity
between them; but, in a letter to Addison, he expresses some
30 consciousness of behaviour, inattentively deficient in respect.
Of Swift’s industry in promoting the subscription there
remains the testimony of Kennet, no friend to either him
or Pope.
“Nov. 2, 1713, Dr. Swift came into the coffee-house, and
had a ho'sv fr:}tn everybody but me, who, I confess, could not
but despise him, When I came to the antechamber to wait,
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before pruyers, Dr. Swift was the principal man of talk and
business, and acteil as master of requests.—Then he instructed
a young nobleman that the best Poet in England was Mr.
Pope (a papist) who had begun a trauslation of Homer into
English verse, for which ke must kave them all subscribe ; for,
says he, the anthor shall not Legin to print till J have a
thousand g\une.u for him.,”

About tins time 1t.ia hkely that Steele, who was, with all
his political fury, good-natured and officious, procured an
interview between these angry mvals, which ended in 10
aggravated malevolence. On tlus occamon, if the reports
Le true, Pope made his complaint with frankness and epirit,
as a man undeservedly neglected or opposed ; and Addison
affected a contemptuous unconcern, and, i a calm, even voice,
reproached Pope with his vanmity, and, telling i of the
improvements which his early works had received from his
own remarks and those of Steele, said, that he, being
now engaged m public busmess, had no longer any care
for Ins poetical reputation mnor had any other desire,
with regard to Pope, than that he should not, by too much 20
arrogance, alienate the public

To this Pope 13 sud to have replied with great keenness
and severity, upbraiding Addison with perpetual depend-
ence, and with the abuse of those qualtfications which he had
obtamned at the public cost, and charging lum with mean
endeavours to obstruct the progress of raing ment. The
contest rose so high, that they parted at last without any
interchange of civility

The first volume of Homer was (1715) i time published;
and a rival version of the first Ihad, for nivals the time of 30
their appearance inevitably made them, was immedsately
printed, with the name of Tickell. It was soon perceived
that, among the followers of Addison, Tickell had the pre-
ference, and the eritics and poets divided 1to factions  J,
says Pope, have the town, that s, the mob, on my ade;
but it 1s not uncommon for the smaller party to supply by
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induatry what it wants munbers ~I appeal to the people

-as my rightful judges, and, while they are not inclined to
condemn me, shall not fear the ligh-jlyers. at " Button's.
This opposition he immediately imputed to Addison, and
complained of it in terms sufficiently resentf\xl to Craggs,
their common friend.

When Addison’s opinion was asked, he declared the
versions to be both good, but Tickell's the best that had
ever been written ; and sometimes said that they were both

10 good, but that Txckell had more of Homer.

Pope was now sufficiently irritated ; his repumtxon and his
interest were at hazard. He once mtended to print together
the four versions of Dryden, Maynwaring, Pope, and Tickell,
that they might be readily compared, and fairly estimated. '
This design scems to have been defeated by the refusal of
Tonson, who was the proprictor of the other three versions.

Pope intended, at another time, n rigorous criticism of -
Tickell's translation, and had marked a copy, which I have
seen, in ail places that appeared defective. But while he

20 was thus meditating defence or revenge, his adversary sunk
before him without a blow ; the voice of the public was not
long divided, and the preference was universally given to
Pope's performance. He was convinced, by adding one cir-
cumstance to another, that the other franslation was the work’
of Addison himself ; but, if he knew it in Addison’s lifetime, ‘
it does not appear that he told it. He left his illustrious
antagonist to be punished by what has been considered as
the most painful of all reflections—the remembrance of a
crime perpetrated in vain. The other circumstances of their

30 quarrel were thus related by Pope.

~“Philips scemed to have been encouraged to abuse me in
coffee-houses, and conversations; and Gildon wrote a thing
about Wycherley, in which he had abused both me and my .
relations very grossly Lord Warwick himself told me one
Jday, that it was in vain for me to endeavour to be well with
*"Mr, Addison ; ; that his Jealous temper would never 'ulmlh of

s
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. & settled friendship between us: and, to convinee me of what
he kad aid, aseured me, that Addison had eneouraged Gildon
to publish thowe scandals, and bad given Lim ten guineas
after they were published. The next day, while I was heated
with what I had heand, I wrote a letter to Mr. Addison,

. to let Lim kuow that I was not unacquainted with this
behaviour of his; that, if I was to speak severely of him
in return for it, it should not be in such a dirty way, that I
should rather tell him, himself, fairly of his faults, and allow
his good qualities ; and that it ahould be something in the I
following manner: I then adjoined the firat shetch of what
has since been called my satire on Addison. Mr Addwon
sed me very civilly ever after.”

. 'The verses on Adilison, when they were sent to Atterlany
were considered by him as the most excellent of Fope's
performances ; and the writer was advised, mnce ke hnew
where his strength lay, not to suffer 1t to rematn unemploy el

This year (1715) betng, by the subscription, ensbled to Ine
more by choice, baving persuaded his fither to sell ther
estate at Binfeld, he purchased, I thmk only for lns life, 20
that house at Twickenham to which lus residence afternards
procured so much celebration, and removed thither with hus
father and mother Here he planted the vines and the
quincunx which his verses mention, ard temng under the
necessity of making a subterraneous passage to a garden on
the other side of the road, he adorned 1t with fossil bodies,
and digméied it with the title of a grotto, & place of silunce
and retreat, from wlich he endeavoured to persuade Lis
friends and himself that cares and passions could be excluded.

A grotto 13 not often the wish or pleasare of an English- 30
man, who has more frequent need to sulcit than exclnde
the sun; but Pope’s excavation was requtsite as an entrance
to his ganlen, and, ns some men trv to be proud of their
defects, he extracted an ornament from an incansenience,
and vanity produced a grotto where necessity enforeed &
passage. It may De frequently remarked of the studioas.

S
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and speculative, that they are proud of tvifles, and that their -
amusements seem frivolous and childish: whether it be that
men conscious of great reputation think themselves above
the reach of censure, and safe in the admission of negligent -
indulgences, or that mankind expect from elevated genius
an wniformity of greatness, and wateh its degradation with
malicious wonder; like him who, having followed with his
eye an eagle into the clouds, should lament that she ever
descended to a perch. . :

* 10 While the volumes of his Homer were annually pub-
lished, he collected his former works (1717) into one quarto
volume, to which he prefixed a preface, written with great
sprightliness and elegance, which was afterwards reprinted,
with some passages subjoined that he at first omitted; other
marginal additions of the same kind he made in the later
editions of his poems. Waller remarks, that poets lose half
their praise, because the reader knows not what they have
blotted. Pope’s voracity of fame taught him the art of
obtaining the accumulated honour, both of whut he had

20,published, and of what he had suppressed. In this year his
father died suddenly, in his seventy-fifth year, having passed
twenty-nine years in privacy, e is not known but by the
character which his son has given him. If the money with
which he retired was all gotten by himself, he had traded
very successfully in times when sudden riches were rarely
attainable. ’

The publication of the Iliad was at last completed in
1720. The splendour and success of this work raised Pope
many enemies, that endeavoured to depreciate his abilities,

30 Burnet, who was afterwards a judge of no mean reputation,
censured him in a piece called Homerides before it was
published. Ducket likewise endeavoured to make him ridi-
culous. Dennis was the perpetual persecutor of all his
studies. But, whoever his critics were, their writings are

lost; and the names which are preserved, are preserved in
the Dunciad.
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Ins this disastrous year (1720) of national infatuation, when
more riches than Peru can Loast were expected from the
South Sex, when the contagion of asarice tainted cvery -
nind, and even poets panted after wealth, Pope was seized
with the universal passion, and ventured some of his moriey.
The wtock rose in its price; and he for a while thought
himeelf the Lord of thousands. But this dream of happi-
ners did not List long, and he seems to have waked
soon enough to get clear with the lowa only of what he
once thought himself to have won, and perhaps not wholly 10
of that.

Next yenr, he published some relect poems of his friend
Dr. Pamell, with a very elegant Dedication to the Farl of
Oxford; who, after all his struggles and dangers, then ived
in retireraent, still under the frown of a victorions faction,
who could take no plensure 1 hearmng his praise, e gave
the same year (1721) an edition of Shakespeare. s name
was now of 80 much autlority, that Tonzon thought huself
entitled, by annexing it, to demand a subseription of mx
guineas for Blakespenre’s plays in six quarto volumes, nor 20
dud bis expectation much deceive him , for of seven hundred

"and fifty which e printed, he dispersed a great number at
the price proposed. The reputation of that edition, mdecd,
sunk afterwards o low, that one hundred and forty copres
were sold at sixteen shillings cach.  Ou this undertaking, to
which Pope was mduced by a reward of tvo hundred and
seventeen pounds twelse shullings, he seems never to have
reflected afterwards withont sexation , for Theutald, & man
of heary diligence, with very slender powers, firt, in a book
called Bhakespeare Restored, and then s a formal edition, 30
detected his deficiencies with all the nsolence of victory ,
and, as he was now high enough to be feared and hated,
Theobald had from others all the help that counld be
supplied by the desire of humbling a baughty chammeter.

From thia time Pope became an enemy to editors, collators,
commentators, and verbal critics . and bmped to persuade the

e T
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world, that he miscarried in this undertaking, only by havin,
a mind too great for such minute employment. -
. Pope, in his edition, undoubtedly did many things wrong,
and left many things undone ; but let him not be defranded
of his due praise. He was the first that knew, at least the
first that fold, by what helps the text might be improved.
If he inspected the early editions negligently, he taught
others to be more accurate, In his Preface he expanded
with great skill and elegance the character which had been
10 given of Shakspeare by Dryden; and he drew the public
attention upon his works, which, though often mentioned,
had been Jittle read, Soon after the appearancé of the’
Tliad, resolving mot to leb the geueral kindness cool, he
published proposals for a translation of the Odyssey, in
five volumes, for five gnineas. He was willing, however,
now to bave associates in his labour, being either weary
with toiling upon another's thoughts, or having heard, as
Ruffhead relates, that Fenton and Broome had already °
. begun the work, and liking better to have them con--
20 federates than rivals. In the patent, instead of saying that
he had translated the Odyssey, as he had said of the
Tiad, he says that he bad wndertaken o translation: and”
in the proposals, the subscription is said to be not solely
for his own use, but for that of two of kis friends who have
assisted him in this work, ;
In 1728, while he was engaged in this new version, he
appeared before the Lords at the memorable trial of Bishop
Atterbury, with whom he had lived in great familiarity,
and frequent correspondence. Atterbury had honestly re-
30 commended to him the study of the Popish controversy,
in hope of his conversion; to which Pope answered in a-
manner that cannot much recommend his prineiples, or. his
jedgement. In questions and projects of learning, they
agreed better. He was called at the trial to give an account
?f Aftterbury’s domestic life, and private employment, that
it might appear how little time he had left for plots. Pope
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had but few words to utter, and in those few he nude
several blunders,

His Letters to Atterbury express the otmest csteem,
tenderness, and gratitude: perhars, mys he, at ir wet
only in this world that I may hare crue to rememlor the
Diskop of Rockester. At their hst interview in the Tower
Atterbury presented bum with a Bible.

Of the Odyssey, Pope translated only twelie lwoks; the
rest were the work of Broome and Fenton: the notes were
written wholly by Broome, who was not cver-hberally
rewanled. The public was carefully kept ignorant of the
several shares; and an acccount was subjomed at the
conelusion, which is now known not to be true. The fimt
copy of Pope’s books, with those of Fenton, are to be keets
in the Museum. The parts of Fope are less inter!nel
than the Ilad ; and the latter books of the Tliad leca than
the former. He grew dexterous by practice, and every
slicet emabled him to write the next with more facthty
The books of Fenton have very few altertiona Ly the hand
of Pope. Those of Broome have nat been found, but Pope 20
complained, as it 1s reported, that he had much trouble i
correcting them.

s contract with Lintot was the sume as for the Ind,
except that ouly one hundred pounds were to be pad hum
for each volume, The number of subscribers was five
hundred and seventy-four, and of copres, eight hurdred
and mineteen; o that lis proft, when he had pud
his assi was still very Jerable. The work was
finished in 1725, and from that time he resolved to make no
more translations. The sale dul not answer Lintuts expect 30
ation, and he then pretended to dwrover acmethins f a
fraud in Tope, and commeneed or threatene! a mut in
Chancery.,

On the English Odyssey, a enticsm was publushed by
Spence, at that time Prelector of Puetry at Uzford; & 1w
whose learning was not very great, aud whowe mind was not

5
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very powerful. His eriticism, however, was commonly just ;
what he thonght, he thought rightly ; and his remarks were
recommended by his coolness and candour. In him, Pope
had the first experience of a critic without malevolence, who
thought it as much his duty to display beauties as expose
faults; who censured with respect, and praised with alacrity.
With this criticism Pope was so little offended, that he
songht the acquaintance of the writer, who lived with him -
from that time in great familiarity, attended him in his last
10 bours, and compiled memorials of his conversation. The
regard of Pope recommended him to the great and powerful;
and he obtained very valuable preferments in the Church.
Not long after, Pope was returning home from a visit in a
friend’s coach, which, in passing a bridge, was overturned
into the water ; the windows were closed, and, being unable
to force them open, he was in danger of immediate death,
when the postilion snatched him out by breaking the glass,
of which the fragments cut two of his fingers in such 2
manner, that he lost their use, _
20 Voltaire, who was then in England, sent him a letter of
consolation. He had been entertained by Pope at bis table,
. where he talked with so much grossness that Mrs. Pope was
driven from the room. Pope dizcovered, by a trick, that he
was a spy for the Court, and never considered him as a man
worthy of confidence. He soon afterwards (1727) joined -
with Swift, who was then in England, to publish three
volumes of Miscellauies, in which, amongst other things,
he inserted the Memoirs of o Parish Clerk, in ridicule of
Burnet's importance in his own History, and a Debate
30 upon Black and White Horses, written in all the formalities
of a legal process, by the assistance, as is said, of Mnr.
Fortescue, afterwards Master of the Rolls. Before these
Miscellanies is a preface signed by Swift and’ Pope, but
apparently written by Pope; in which he makes a ridiculous
and romantic complaint of the robberies committed upon
authors by the clandestine seizure and sale of their papers.
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He tells, in tragic straing, how the cabinets of the Sick
and the closets of the Dead have been brolen open and
ransacked; ns i those violences were often committed for
papers of uncertain and aceidental value, which are rarely
roroked by teal treasures; as if epigrims and essays were
1n danger where gold and dinmonds are safe. A eat hunted
for his musk s, according to Pope’s account, but the emblenm
of o wit winded by booksellers. His vomplaint, however,
received some attestation ; for the same year the letters
written by him to Mr, Cromwell, m his youth, were sold by 10
Mzs, Thomas to Curll, who printed them.

In these Miscellamies was first published the Art of
Sinhing in Poetry, which, by such a tran of consequences
2s usually passes in lterary quarrels, gave m a short time,
according to Tope's account, oceasion to the Dunciad.

In the following year (1728) hie began to put Atterbury’s
advice in practice; and showed his satinical powers by
publishing the Dunciad, one of his greatest and mest

laborate perf m which he end d to sk
into contempt all the writers by whom he had been 20
attacked, and some others whom he thought unable to
defend themselves. At the head of the Dunces he placed
poor Theobald, whom he accused of ingratitude , but whose
teal crime was supposed to be that of having revised
Bhakepeare more happily than humself. Thus satire had the
effct which he futeuded, by blasting the characters Which
it touched.  Ralph, who, unnecessanty interposing 0 the
quarrel, got a place in a subsequent edution, complained that
for 3 time he was i danger of starving, as the booksellers
had no longer any confidence in his capacity,

The prevalence of this prens swag = N
not wholls * vu wiehriey pu
Many of the a1 « + s
sften exprossia vy
they had been print
known or recollect
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by the imitial and fin] letters, and, if
od at length, were such as few had
ed.  The subject sself hya nothing
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generally interesting, for whom did it concern to knm?7 that .
one or another scribbler was a dunce? If therefore it had
been possible for those who were attacked, to'conceal their
pain and their resentment, the Dunciad might h:p'e made
its way very slowly in the world. This, however, was not to
be expected : every man is of importance to himself, and
therefore, in his own opinion, to others ; and, supposing the.
world already acquainted with all his pleasures and his pains,
is perhaps the first to publish injuries or misfortunes, which

) had never been known unless related by himself, and at
which those that hear them will only laugh; for no man
sympathises with the sorrows of vanity.

The history of the Dunciad is very minutely related by
Pope himself, in a Dedication which he wrote to Lord
Middlesex, in the name of Suvage. ,

“Y will relate the war of the Dunces (for so it has been
commonly called), which began in the year 1727, and ended
in 1730, :

“When Dr. Swift and Mr. Pope thought it proper, for

0 reasons specified in the Preface to their Miscellanies, to pub-
lish snch little pieces of theirs as had casually got abroad,
there was added to them the Treatise of the Bathos, or the
Art of Sinking in Poetry. It happened that in one chapter
of this piece, the several species of bad poets were ranged in-
classes, to which were prefixed almost all the letters of the
alphabet (the greatest part of them at random); but such
was the nuber of poets eminent in that art, that some one
or other took every letter to himself : all fell into so violent
a fury, that, for half a year or more, the common newspapers

0 (in most of which they had some property, as being hired
writers) were filled with the most abusive falsehoods and
scurrilities they could possibly devise ; a liberty no way to
be wondered at, in those people, and in those papers, that, .
for many years, during the uncontrolled licence of the press,

~ had aspersed almost all the great characters of the age; and
this with impunity, their own persons and names being
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utterly accret and olacure. This gave Mr Pope the thought
that he had now some opportunity of domng good, by detecting
and dragging futo hight thrae common enemices of mankind 3
sinice, to invalidate this universal alander, it enfliced to show
wlat contemptible men were the authors of it.  He was not
without hopes, that, by manifesting the dolnea of those who
Yad enly malice to seennimend then, either the bookaellers
wunld not find ther acenunt In employing them, or the men
themeelres, when diceovered, want coumnge to proceed in so
unlawful an aoeupation.  This it was that gave Linth to the 1
Dunciad 3 and Le thought it a happincs that, by the hie
flasd of alander on hameelt, e Lad acquired such & peculiar
rizht over thewr names as was neceeary to this deagn,

#0n the 12th of March, 1720, at St Jamea's, that porm
was presented to the hing and queen (who had tcfore leen
pleased to read i) by the nzht honcurble Sir Nabert
Waljede and, some daya after, the whole 1mpreason was
talen and dispersed by myeral noblemen and persans of the
fst distinetion

“1t i errtatnly & true olaervation, that no jeople are 0 20
Impatient of ceneure as thowe whoare the greatest slanderers,
which was wonderfully exemphified on this cccasen. On the
day the lawk wan first vemled, & crowd of anthors Lestged
the shopi; entrratie, advices, thicata of law and Inttery,
nay, cries of treason, were all employ ol to hinder tl e comng
out of the Dunciad  on the other mde, the buokallors and
Jawkers made ae great efforts to procure st What coahl &
few prar authora do agunat so great a majority an the publi
‘There was no stapmng a torrent with & finger, so out 1t came

“Many ladicrous circunistancea attended 1t The fhonces 30
(fur by (hiv name they were callad) Leld werkly clubs, to
coneilt of hoatilities agunst the author  one write o letter
to & great minster, asvuring him Mr DPope wan the greatoat
enemy the gavernment had, and snother bomght bie image
in €Ly, to exrcute hum in efigy, with which md wt of

=)

ratisfartion the gentlemen were a lttle o nuforted
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Some false editions of the book having au owl in their
frontispiece, the true one, to distinguish i, fixed in its ste'ld
an ass laden with authors. Then another surreptitious one
Deing printed with the same ass, the new edition in octavo
returned for distinction to the owl again. Hence arose a -
‘great contest of booksellers against booksellers, and adver:
tisements against advertisements ; some recommending the
edition of the owl, and others the edition of the ass; by
which names they came to be distingvished, to the great

10 honour also of the gentlemen of the Dunciad.”

Pope appears b) this narrative to have contemplated his
victory over the Dunces with great exultation; and such
was his delight in the tumult which he had mised, that for a
while his natural sensibility was suspended, and he read
reproaches and invectives without emotion, considering them
only as the necessary effects of that pain which he rejoiced in
having given. It cannot however be concealed that, by his
own confession, he was the aggressor: for nobody believes
that the letters in the Bathos were placed at random; and.

20 it may be discovered that, when he thinks himself concealed,
he indulges the common vanity of common men, and trivmphs

in those distinctions which he had affected to despise. He is e

proud that his book was presented to the King and Queen by
the right honourable Sir Robert Walpole ; he is proud that
they had read it before; he is proud that the edition-was
taken off by the nobility and persons of the first distinction.
The edition of which he speaks was, I believe, that which, by
telling in the text the names, and in the notes the characters
of those whom he had satirised, was made intelligible and
30 diverting, The ecritics had now declared their approbation
of the pl’m, and the common reader began to like it without
fear; those who were strangers to petty htemture, and there-
fore unmble to decipher initials and blanks, had now names
and persons brought within their view ; and delighted in the
visilile effect of those shafts of m'ﬂxce, which they had
hitherto contemplated as shot into the air,

«
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Denms, upon the fresh provocation now given him, renewed
the enmity which had for a time been appeased Ly mutual
cinilities; and published remarks, which he Liad till then
suppressed, upon the Rape of the Lock., Many more
grambled m secret, or vented their resentment in the news-
papers by epigrams or invectives Ducket, ndeed, Leing
mentioned as loving Burnet with piows passion, pretended
that his moral character was mjured, and for some time
declared his resolution to take vengeance with a cudgel But
Pope appeased him, by changing pious passion to cordeal 10
Jriendship; and Ly a note, m which he vehemently disclaims
the malignity of the meaning imputed to the firat expression,

Aaron Hill, who was represented as dving for the prize,
expostulated with Pope in a manner so much superior to all
mean solicitation, that Pope was reduced to sneak and shufile,
somatimes to deny, and sometimes to apolomze, he first
endeavours to wound, and 13 then afraid to own that he
meant a blow.

* The Dunciad, i the complete edition, is addressed to Dr
Swift: of the notes, part was written by Dr Arbuthnot, 20
and an apologetical Letter was prefixed, signed Ly Cleland,
but supposed to have becn written by Pope

After this general war upon dulness, he seems to have
indulged himself a while in tranquillity , but his subsequent
productions prove that he was not idle. e published
{1731) & poem on Taste, in which he very particululy and
severely criticises the house, the furmture, the gardens, and
the entertainments of Timon, & man of great wealth and
little taste By Timon he was umversally supposed, and by
the Earl of Durlington, to whom the poem 13 addiessed, was 30
privately said, to piean the Duke of Chandos, a man perhaps
too much delighted with pomp and show, but of a temper
kind and benefi and who had quently the vorce of
the publie n his favour A violent outery was therefore
raised against the ingratitude and treachery of Pope, who
was said to have been indebted to the patronage of Chandos
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for a present of 2 thousand pounds, and who gained the oppor-.
tunity of insulting him by the kindness of his invitation,

The receipt of the thousand pounds Pope publicly ‘
denied ; but, from the reproach which the attack on a
character so amiable brought upon him, he tried all means-
of escaping. The name of Cleland was again employed in an
apology, by which no man was satisfied ; and he was at last
reduced to shelter his temerity behind dissimulation, and
endeavour to make that disbelieved which he mnever bad

10 confidence openly to deny. He wrote an exculpatory letter -
to the Duke, which was answered with great magnanimity,
as by a man who accepted his excuse without believing his .
professions.  He said, that to have ridiculed his taste, or'his,
buildings, had been an indifferent action in another man;
but that in Pope, after the reciprocal kindness that had been
exchanged between them, it had been less easily excused.

Pope, in one of his Letters, complaining of the treatment
which his poem had found, owns that swch critics can

- ntimidate him, nay almost persuade Jam to aorite mo more,
20 which is o compliment this age deserves. The man who
" ihreatens the world is always ridiculous ; for the world can
easily go on without him, and in a short time will cease to
miss him. I have heard of an idiot, who used to revenge
his vexations by lying all night upon the bridge. There 1s
nothing, says Juvenal, that @ man will not believe in his
own fuvour. Pope had been flattered till he thought him- .
self one of the moving powers in the system of life. When -
ke talked of laying down his pen, these who sat round him
entreated and implored, and self-love did not suffer him to

30 suspect that they went away and laughed.

The following year deprived him of Gay, a man whom he
had known early, and whom he seemed to love with more
tenderness than any other of his literary friends. Pope was
now forty-four years old ; an age at which the mind begins -
less easily to admit new confidence, and the will to grow
less flexible, -and when therefore the departure of av old
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fricnd iv very acutely felt. In the next year (1323) he loat
hiv mother, nt by an unexpected death, for she had Tasted
to the age of ninetythree Lut she did not die un-
lamented.  The filial piety of Iope was in‘the higheat
degrve amiable and exemplary ; his porents had the bappi-
nesa of lising till he war at the summit of poetieal reputa-
tion, till e was at eaze in hiv fortune, and withent a rival
in lis fame, and found no diminution of kis rwpect or
tenderness. Whatever was lus pride, to them he was

obedient ; and whatever was his ieritabality, to them he was 10

gentle,  Life has, among 1ty ecothing and quict comforte,
few things better to give than such a son.

One of the meages of Pope’s hife, which eeems to deserve
sonte enquiry, was a publication of Letters between him and
many of his friends, which falling into the hands of Curll,a
nyacious bookseller of no good fame, were by tum printed
and sold  This volume contaning some Letters from noble-
wen, Popw incited & presecution azanst hum in the House
of Lanls for breach of privilege, and attended hinsel! to

stimulate the resentment «f hn {riende Cusll appearsd at 20

the tar, and, knowing humeell 1n no great danger, spoke of
Pope mith very lttle reverence.  He has, sad Curll, a
Iracl at vernfinng, but 1n prose I think myself a mateh for
Aim. When the onders of the House wern examined, none
of ther appeared 10 have been 1nfringedd , Curll went away
triumphant, and Pope was left to seek some other remedy
Curll’s acoount waw, that one eventng a man in a clergy-
man's gown, but with a lawyer's band, brought and offernl
to mle a number of pnotal solumes, which ke found to be

" Pope's epistolary correspondepee, that he asked no name, 30

and was told none, but gave the prie demanded, amd
thought himself authoriesd to use bia purchase to his own
silvantage,

That Curll gave a true sccount of the transaction, 1t
is reawonsble to Lelhieve, because no falihiond wan ever
deterted 3 and when, some years afterwands, I mentioned

D
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for a present of a thousand pounds, and who gained the oppor-
tunity of insulting him by the kindness of his invitation.

The receipt of the thousand pounds Pope - publicly
denied ; but, from the reproach which the attack on a
character so amiable brought upon him, he tried all means
of escaping. The name of Cleland was again employed in an
apology, by which no man was satisfied ; and he was at Jast
reduced to shelter his temerity behind dissimulation, and
endeavour to make that disbelieved which he never had

10 confidence openly to deny. He wrote au exculpatory letter
to the Duke, which was answered with great magnanimity,
as by a man who accepted his excuse without believing his
professions. He said, that to have ridiculed his taste, or’ hisi,
buildings, had been an indifferent action in another man;
but that in Pope, after the reciprocal kindness that had been
exchanged betieen them, it had been less easily excused.

Pope, in one of his Letters, complaining of the treatment
which his poem had found, owns that suck ciitics can

© intimidate him, nay almost persuude him to write mo more,

20 whick 7s @ compliment this age deserves. ‘The man who'
threatens the world is always ridiculous ; for the world can
easily go on without him, and in a short time will cease to
miss him. I have heard of an idiot, who used to revenge

‘ his vexations by lying all night upon the bridge. There s
nothing, says Juvenal, that ¢ man will not believe in his
oun favour. Pope had been flattered till he thought him- .
self one of the moving powers in the system of life. When
he talked of laying down his pen, those who sat round him
entreated and implored, and self-love did not suffer him to

30 suspect that they went away and laughed.

The following year deprived him of Gay, 2 man whom he
had known early, and whom he seemed to love with more
tenderness than any other of his literary friends. Pope was >
;xox‘v for.t,y-four years old ; an age at which the miud begins
leez: ;:;m}) to admit new confidence, and the will to grow

xible, -and when therefore the departure of an old



JOHNSON'S LIFE OF POPE. 49

friend is very acutely felt. In the next yer (3723) he lost
his mother, not by an unexpected death, for she had lasted
to the age of ninety-three: but she did not dse un-
lamented. The flial piety of Pope was in “the Lighest
degree amiable and exemplary ; his parents had the happi-
,nesa of living till he was at the summit of poetical reputa-
tion, till he was at ease in his fortune, and without a rival
in his fame, and found no diminution of bis respect or
tenderneas. Whatever was his pride, to them he was
oberlient ; and whatever was his uritability, to them be was 10
gentle. Life has, among sta soothing and quiet comforts,
+ few things better to give than such a eon.

One of the passages of Pope’s life, which scems to deserve
some enquiry, was a publication of Letters between him and
many of his fnends, which falling mto the hands of Curll, a
rapacious bookseller of no guod fame, were by hium printed
and sold  This volume contaming some Letters from nolle-
men, Pope incited a prosecution against him m the House
of Lopls for bLreach of privlege, and attended himself to
stimulate the resentment of lus friends.  Curll appeared at 20
the bar, and, knowing himself tn no great danger, spoke of
Pope with very little reverence. e fhar, sad Caorll, @
Inacl at versifying, but in proee I think myself a match for
Ahim. When the orders of the Honse were examined, none
of them appeared to have teen infringed , Curll went away
triumphant, and Pope was left to geck some other remedy

Carll's account was, that one evening a man in a clerzy-
man’s gown, but with a lawyers band, brought and cffered
to male a number of pminted volumes, which he fourd to te
" Pope’s epistolary correspondence, that be asked ro pame, 20
and was told none, but gave the pnce demanded, and
thought himself anthonsed to use kis purchase to his own
advantage.

That Curll gave a true acosunt of the tramsction, it
is reasonable to believe, becanse no falvhon! was ever
detected ; and when, eme years afterwards T mentioned

»

’
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it o Lir;toh, the son of Bernard, he declared his opiniim
ghan anybody elge how

came time sent to0 pimself, for which no price had ever Deen
porter, and consequen’c\y not o deal with @ nameless agent.

Such care had been taken to make them public, that they
were sent at once 10 two pooksellers i to Curly, who was

likely to se1z® them a8 & prey s to Lintot, who might be
10 expecte to give Pope informati® of the seemil injury
Lintob, 1 believe, pothing ; &7 Curll did what was

could not have een the motive of the impression. Tt seems
that Pope Leing desirous of printing his Letters and not
knowing ow to do, without imputation of vanitys what has -
in this country been done very rarely, contrived an appeat-
ance of compulsion 3 that, when e could complainl, that his

90 Letters were surreptitious\y pub\ished he might decently

the nation with praises © his candouT, genderness, 20
Lenevolence the purity of his purposes and the fdelity ©
his ¢riendship- here were S0me Tetters which a very 200!
or a very wise man would wish suppressed; but, as the
had been already exposed, it was impracticable now
yetract them.
From the pernsa\ of those Letters: My, Allen first cc
30 ceived the desire of knowing him; and with so mt
zen) did he cultivate the friendship which he had nel
formed, thaty when Pope told his purpose of vindicating
own property by a genuine edition, he offered to paY
cost. e
This, however Tope did not accept but in time
cited' & subscription for a Quarto volume, which appe
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(1737), T Lelieve, with sufficient proat. In the Preface he
tells that Jus Letters were reposited in a friend’s Itbrary, said
to be the Eatl of Oxford's, and that the eopy thence stolen
was gent to the press. The story was doubtless received with
different degrees of credit. It may be suspected that the
Preface to the Miscellanies was written to prepare the public
for such an incident ; and, to strengthen this opinion, James
Worsdale, a painter, who was employed iu clandestine
negotiations, but whose veracity was very doubtful, declared
that he was the messenger who carried, by Pope's direction, 10
the -books to Curll. When they were thus published and
atowed, as they had relation to recent facts, and persous
cither then living or not yet forgotten, they may be sup-
posed to have found readers; Lut as the facts were minate, |
and the characters Leing either private or literary, were
Iittle known, or httle regarded, they awaked no popular
Lindness or resentment ; the book mever became much the
subject of conversation; some read it as contemporary
history, and some perliaps as a model of epistolary language;
Tt those who read it did not talk of it.  Not much there- 2
fore was added by 1t to fame or envy, nor do I remember
that it produced either public praise or public censure.
1t had, however, 1n some degree, the recommendation of

novelty. Our language has few letters, except those of
statesmen, Howel, indeed, about a century ago, published
his Letters, which are commended by Morhoff, and which
alone of his hundred volumes continue his memory. Love-
day’s Letters were printed only once ; those of Herbert and
Suckling are handly Lnown. Mrs Phillip’s [Oninda's] are
equally neglected ; and those of Walsh seem wntten as 30
exerciges, and were never sent to any living mistress or
friend. Pope's epistolary excellence had an open field, he
had no English rival, hning or dead.

" Tope is seen in this collection as connected with the other
contemporary wits, and certamly suffers no disgrace i the
comparison ; but 1t must be remembered, that ke had the

S
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it to Lmtot the son of Bernard, he declared his opinion
to be, that Pope knew better than anybody else how
Curll obtained the copies, because another parcel was at the
same time sent to himself, for which no price had ever been
demanded, as he made known his resolution not to pay a
porter, and consequently not to deal with a nameless agent.

Such care had been taken to make them public, that they
were sent ab once to two booksellers; to Carll, who was
likely to seize them as a prey ; and to Lintot, who might be

10 expected to give Pope information of the séeming injury..
Lintot, I believe, did nothing; and Cwll did what was
expected. That to make them public was the only purpose, .
may be reasonably supposed, because the numbers, offered to
sale by the private messengers, showed that hope of gain
could not have been the motive of the impression. It seems -
that Pope, being desirous of printing his Letters, and not
knowing how to do, without imputation of vanity, what has
in this country been done very rarely, contrived an appear-
ance of compulsion ; that, when he could complain that his ‘

20 Letters were surreptitiously published, he might decently
and defensively publish them himself,

Pope's private correspondence, thus promulgated, filled
the nation with praises of his candour, tenderness, and
benevolence, the purity of his purposes, and the fidelity of
his friendship. There were some Letters which a very good
or a very wise man would wish suppressed ; but, as they
had been already exposed, it was impracticable now to
retract them,

From the perusal of those Letters, Mr. Allen first con-

30 ceived the desire of knowing him; and with so much
zeal did he cultivate the friendship which he had newly
formed, that, when Pope told his purpose of vindicating his
OWI; property by a genuine edition, he offered to pa.y the

0

This, however, Pope did nob accept; but in time soli-

cited a subseription for a Quarto volume, which appeared
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(173%), T behese, with sufficient prot. Ta the Preface
§elts that i Latters were reposited in a frivud's library, ¢
to be the Earl of Oxford’s and that the copy thence st
w8 seut ta the press, The story was dochtless recpived w
different degrees of credit. Et may be supected that

Preface to the Miscellanies was written to prepare the pa!
for such an incident ; and, to strengthen this opinlon, Ja
Worsdsle, a painter, who w33 emplored in «anden
negotiations, but whose veraesty was very donbeful, decla
that he was the messenger who eartied, by Pape's direet
the books to Corll, When they were thoa pubiished :
atowed, o3 they had relstion to recent fasts, and pers
either then living or not yet forgotten, they may te s
posed to have found resders ; but as the farts were mint
and the charscters beiny either private or fiterarr, w
little knawp, or little regarded, they awaked mo popn
Lindness or Tesentment ; the bock rever lecame much
subject of conversation; some read it as consemipon
liistory, and sotne perkaps as a madsl of epmuolary lngmy,
lut those who read it did not talk of 1t Ner raneh the
{ore was added by it to fame or envy, ror dy I remem?
that it prodaced evther pable prase or pabbe eensars.

It bad, however, 1n some degree, the feporsmendation
vovelty. COur bguage kag few Letwers, exorpe those
statesmen. Howel, indeed, aboct a cettary 2, el
Uis Letters, which are eommesdad by Morhe® g iy
alone of his bundred volumes eontince bxy gecer Lo
day's Letters were prioted only coce : thees of Hories oe
Suckling are bandly koows, Moy PLilgs fOrers] o
cqnally neglected ; sad those cf a4 prss weser

exercises, and were pever sest th azy iy

frienl  Pope's epistolary excellecar bad 1o por gon 1
 bad o Eagfish rival, livuiz or dsad ST

Pope is seen in this eollectron as ~

G U
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power of favouring himself : he might have originally had
publidation in his mind, and bave written with cave, or have
afterwards selected those which he bad most happily con-
ceived, or most diligently Jaboured ; and I know not whether
there does not appear something more studied and artificial -
in his productions than the rest, except one Jong Letter by
Bolingbroke, composed with all the skill and industry of
a professed author. It is indeed not easy to distinguish
affectation from habit; he that has once studiously formed
10 o style, rarely writes afterwards with complete ease. TPope
may be said to write always with his reputation in his head;.
Swift perhaps like a man who remembered that he ias
writing to Pope ; but Arbuthnot, like one who lets thoughts
drop from his pen as they rise into his mind. )
Before these Letters appeared, he published the first part of
what he persnaded himself to think a system of Ethies, under -
the title of an Essay on Man ; which, if his letter to Swift (of
September 14, 1725) be rightly explained by the commen-
tator, had been eight years under his consideration, and of
20 which he seems to have desired the success with great
solicitude. He had now many open and doubtless many
secret, enemies. The Dunces were yet smarting with
the war; and the soperiority which he publicly arrogated
disposed the world to wish his humiliation. All.this he
knew, and against all this he provided. His own name
and that of his friend to whom the work is inscribed
were in the first editions carefully suppressed; and the
poem, being of a new kind, was ascribed to one or-
another, as favour determined, or conjecture wandered ;
30 it was given, says Warburton, to every man, except him
only who conld write it. Those who like only when they
like the author, and who are under the dominion. of
a name, condemned it; and those admired it who are
willing to scatter praise at random, which while it is -,
unappropriated excites no envy. Those friends of Pope that
were frusted with the secret went ahout lavishing honovrs
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u the new-born poct, and hinting that Pope was vever
n much in danger from any former rival.  To thoce authors
whomm he Iid persomally offended, and to those whose
spinion the world concidered as decisive, and whom ke
uspected of envy or malevolence, he sent his essay as a
present Lefore publication, that they mizht defeat their own
enmity by praises which they could not afterwards deceutly
retract.

With these precautions, in 1733, was published the first
part of the Essay on Man There bad been for some )0
time a Teport that Pope was busy upen a System of
Morality ; bot this deatgn was not discovered in the new -
poern, which had a form and a title with which its readers
were unacquainterd. Ita reception was not uniform ; some
thought 1t a very imperfect pieve, though not without goed
linex. While the anther was unknown, some, as will always
happen, favoured himn as an adventurer, and some censured
hin as an intruder, but all thought him above neglect ; the
sale increased, and editions were multiphed. The subse-
quent editions of the first Epustle exlubited two memorable 20
corrections. At first, the poet and his friend

Expatiate freely o'er this scene of man,
A mighty maze of watks wrthout & plan;

for which he wrote afternards,
A mughty maze, but not wathout a plan,
for if there were no plan, it was in vamn to describe or to trace
the maze,
The other alteration was of these hines:

And spate of pade, and tn thy reason’s spite,

One truth 1a clear, whatever i3, is nght 30
Lut having afterwands discovered, or been shown, that the
truth which aubsisted 1 apits of reason could mot be very
clear, he sulntituted

And wpate of prade, 1n erru
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To such oversights will the most vigorous mind be liable,
when it is employed at once upon argument and poetry.

The second and third Epistles were published, and Pope
was, T believe, more and more suspected of writing them @ at
last, in 1734, he avowed the fourth, and claiined the honour
of a moral poet.

In the conclusion it is sufliciently acknowledged, that
the doctrine of the Essay on Man was received from

Bolingbroke, who is said to have ridiculed Pope, among -

10 those who enjoyed his confidence, as having adopted -
and advanced principles of which he did not perceive.
the consequence, and as blindly propagating opinions cons’
trary to his own, That those communications had been
consolidated into a scheme regularly drawn, and delivered to
Pope, from whom it returned only transformed from prose .
to verse, has been reported, but hardly can be true. The
Bssay plainly appears the fabric of a poet: what Bolingbroke
supplied could be only the first principles; the order,
illustration, and embellishments, nust all be Pope's.

20 These principles it is not my business to clear from
obscurity, dogmatism, or falsehood; but they were not
immediately examined ; philosephy and poetry have not
often the same readers; and the Essay abounded in splendid
amplifications and sparkling sentences, which were read and
admired with no great attention to their ultimate purpose ;
its flowers caught che eye, which did not sec what the gay
folirge concealed, and for a time flourished in the sunshine
of universal approbation. So little was any evil tendency
discovered, that, as innocence is unsuspicious, many read it

30 for a manual of piety. Its reputation soon invited a-
translator. It was first turned into French prose, and after-
wards by Resnel into verse. Both translations fell into the
hands of Crousaz, who first, when he had the version in
prose, wrote a general cemsure, and afterwards reprinted

Yo et . :
Resnel’s version, with particular remarks upon every
paragraph. '

o o e s e e e e e
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Crousaz was a professor of Switzerland, eminent for his
treatisc of Lagic, and his Examen de Pyrrhonisme; and,
‘ however lttle known or regarded lhere, was no mean
antagonist. His mind was one of those 1n which philosophy
and piety are happily united. He was accustomed to
argument and disquisition, and perhaps was grown too
desirons of detecting faults; but his intentions were alwaya
right, bis opinions were soltd, and his religion pure. His in-
cessant vigilance for the promotion of piety disposed him
to look with distrust upon all metaphysical systems of 10
Theology, and all schemes of virtue aud happiness purely
mational ; and therefore it was not long before he was per-
suaded that the positions of Pope, as they terminated for the
most part in natural rehgion, were intended to draw man-
kind away from revelation, and to represent the whole
course of things as a necessary concatenation of ndissoluble
fatality; and 1t is undeniabfe that i many passages a
religious eye may easily discover expressions not very
favourable to morals, or to htberty.

Abount this time Warburton began to make his appear- 20
ance in the first ranks of learming He was a man of
vigorous faculttes, a mind fervid and veheraent, supplied by
incessant and unlimited enquiry, with wonderful extent and
variety of knowledge, which yet had not oppressed hus
imagination, por clonded his perspiacity, To every work
he brought a memory full fraught, together with a fancy
fertile of orimnal combinations, and at once exerted the
powers of the scholar, the reasoner, and the wit. But his
knowledge was too multifarions to be alwars exact, and his
pursuits were too eager to be always cautions.  His abilities 30
gave him an baughty confidence, which be disdatned to conceal
or mollify; and his impatience of opposition diapesed him to
treat his ad: with such p superionty
as rade his readers commonlsy Iis enemses, and excited
against the advocate the wishes of wome who favoured the
cause. He seems to have adopted the Roman Emperor’s
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determination, oderint dum metuant ; lie used no allurements -
of gentle language, but wished to compel rather than
persuade. )

His style is copious without selection, and forcible‘ with-
out neatness ; he tock the words that presented themselves: .
his diction is coarse and impure, and his senieunces are.
unmeasured.  He had, in the early part of his-life, pleased
himself with the notice of inferior wits, and corresponded
with the enemies of Pope. A Letter was produced, when

10 he had perhaps himself forgotten it, in which he tells
Concanen, Dryden, I observe, borrows for want of leisure,
and Pope for want of genius; Milton out of pride, and
Addison out of modesty. And when Theobald published
Shakespeare, in opposition to Pope, the best notes were
supplied by Warburton. But the time was now come when
Warburton was to change his opinion; and Pope was to find
a defender in him who had contributed so much to the
exaltation of his rival.

The arrogance of Warburton excited against him every

20 artifice of offence, and therefore it may be supposed that his
union with Pope was censured as hypocritical inconstancy ;
but surely to think differently at different times of poetical
merit may be easily allowed. Such opinions arve often
admitted, and dismissed, without nice éxamination. Who is
there that has not found reason for changing his mind about
questions of greater importance ¢ .

Warburton, whatever was his motive, undertook, without
solicitation, to rescue Pope from the talons of Crousaz, by
freeing him from the imputation of favouring fatality, or

30 rejecting revelution; and from month to month continued
a vindieation of the Essay on Man, in the lterary journal

" of that time called The Republic of Letters.

Pope, who probably began to doubt the tendency of his
own work, was glad that the positions, of which he perceived
l.nmself not to know the full meaning, could by any mode of
interpretation be made to mean well. How much he was -

’

" -
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pleased with his gratuitous defcnder, the Jollowing [tucr
evidently shows:
“March 24, 1743,

“8ir,—I have just received from Mr. R, two more of your
Letters. It ia in the greatest harry imaginalle that 1 write
this ; but I cannot help thanking you in particular for your
third Letter, which is so extremely clear, shert, and full,
that I think 3Mr. Crousaz ought never to lave another
answer, and deserved pot eo good an one. I can only

¥, you do him too much lonour, and me too much IC
right, 80 okl as the expression seems; for you have made my
ystem as clear as T ought to knve done, and could not. It
s indeed the xame a3 stem as mne, but illustrated with a ray
of your own, as they say our natural bedy 13 the same still
when it is glorfied. I am sure I like 1t better than 1
did Lefore, and so will every man else. I know I meant
just what you explam, Lut I did not explun my own
meaning 8o well 28 yor. You understand me as well as I
do myself ; but you express me better than I could express
myself. Pray accept the sincerest achnowledgments. I8¢
cannot but wish these Letters were put together mn one
Book ; and intend {with your leave) to procure a translation
of part at least of all of them, wnto French, but I shall not
proceed a step without your conseut and opmion,” &e.

By this fond and eager acceptance of an exculpatory
comment, Pope testified that, whatever mght be the seem.
ing or real import of the principlea which he had received
from Bolingbroke, he had not i Uy attacked relsgion,
and Polingbrohe, 1f he meant to make him, without his own 30
conscnt, an instrument of mischic, found hum now engaged
with his eyes open on the mde of truth. It 13 knuwn that
Polingbroke concealed from Pope s real optmons. He
pnce discovered them to Mr. Hooke, who related them azamn,
tn Tope, and was told by hum that he must have mutaken
the meaning of what he heard, and Bolingbroke, when
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Pope’s uneasiness incited him to desire an explanation,
declared that Hooke had misunderstood hin.

Bolingbroke hated Warburton, who had drawn his pupil
from him; and a little before Pope’s death they had =2
dispute, from which they parted with mitual aversion.
From this time, Pope lived in the closest intimacy with his
commentator, and amply rewarded his kindness and his zeal;
for he introduced him to Mr, Murray, by whose interest he
became preacher at Lincoln’s Inn; and to Mr. Allen, who'

0 gave him his niece and his estate, and by consequence a-
bishopric. When he died, be left him the property of his
works ; a legacy which may be reason'\'blj est\ma.ted at four
thousand pounds.

Pope’s fondness for the Essay on Man 'xppeared by his
desire of its propagation. Dobson, who bad g‘uned reputa-
tion by his version of Prior's Solomon, - was employed
by him to translate it into Latin verse, and was for that
purpose some time at Twickenham ; but he left his work,
whatever was the reason, unfinished; and, by Benson's

0 invitation, undertook the longer task of Paradise Lost.
Pope then desired his friend to find a scholar who should
turn his Essay into Latin prose; but no such performance
has ever appeared.

Pope lived at this time among the great, with that recep-
tion and respect to which his works entitled him, and which -
he had not impaired by any private misconduct or factious
partiality. Though Bolingbroke was his friend, Walpole wag
not his enemy ; but treated him with so much consideration
as, abt his request, to solicit and obtain from the French

30 Minister an abbey for Mr. Southcot, whom he considered
himself as obliged to reward, by this exertion of his interest,
for the beneﬁt which he had receiv ed from his attendance in
a Jong iliness,

- It was said, that when the Court was at Richmond,
Queen  Caroline had declared her intention to visit
him, This may have been only a careless effusion, thought
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on no more: the report of such uotice, liowever, was
soon in many mouths; and, if I do not forget or misap-
prehend Savage's account, Pope, pretending to decline what
wasnot yet offered, left his house for a time, not, I suppose,
for any other reason than lest he should Le thought to
stay at home in expectation of an honour which would
nat be conferrel. He was therefore angry at Swift, who
represents him as refusing the vists of a Queen, because he
kuew that what had never been offered, had mever been
refused. 1

Beside the general system of morality, supposed to be
contained in the Essay on Man, it was his intenton to
write distinct poems upon the different duties or conditions
of Iife ; ome of which is the Epistle to Lord Bathurst (1733)
on the Use of Tiches, a piece on which he declared great
labour to have been bestowed. Into this poem some incidents
are historically thrown, and some known characters are intro-
dueed, with others of wluch it 13 difheuit to ray how far they
are real or fictittous, but the pruwe of Kyrl, the Man of
Ross, deserves particnlar examination, who, after a long and 2
pompous enumeration of lis public werks and private
charities, is said to have diffissed all those Llessings from fize
hundred a year. Wonders are willingly told, and willingly
heard. The truth is, that Kyr! wasa man of known mtegnty
and active b lence, by whose sol the wealthy
were persuaded to pay contributions to hus chantable schemes,
this influence he ebtained by an example of Liberality exerted
to the ntmost extent of hts power, and was thus enabled to
gve more than he had. This account Mr Victor recerved
from the minister of the place; and I have preserved i, that 3
the praise of a good man, being made more credible, may be
more solid  Narrations of romantic and impracticalle virtue
will be read with wonder, but that which 13 unattamable 13
recommended in vain; that good may be endeavoured, 1t
must be shown to be possible This 1s the only pece m
which the author has given a hunt of Ins reltgion, by ndiculing
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the ceremony of burning the pope, and by mentioning with
some indignation the inseription on the Monument.

When this poem was first published, the dialogue, having
no letters of dirvection, was perplexed and obscure, Pope
seems to have written with no very distinct idea; for he calle

“that an Epistle to Bathurst in which Bathurst is intr

duced as speaking. He afterwards (1734) inseribed to Lot

“Cobham his Characters of Men, written with close attentic

to the operations of the mind and modifications of life. ]

10 this poem he has endeavoured to establish and exemplify b

favourite theory of the ruling Passion, by which he means 2
original direction of desire to some particular object, o
innate affection which gives all action a determinate av
invariable tendency, and operates upen the whole system
life, either openly, or more secretly by the intervention
some accidental or subordinate propension. Of any passio
vhus inuate and irresistible, the existence may reasonably 1
doubted. Human characters are by no means constant; muc
change by change of place, of fortune, of acquaintance; 1
who is at one time a lover of pleasure, is at another a lover.
money. Those indeed who attain any excellence, common:
spend life in one pursuit; for excellence is not often gaine
upon easier terms., DBut to the particular species of excellen
men are directed, not by an ascendant planet or predomi
ating humour, but by the first book which they read, son
early conversation’ which they heard, or some accident whic
excited ardour and emulation,

It must be at least allowed, that this ruding Passio
antecedent to reason and observation, must have an obje

30 independent on human contrivance ; for there can be 1

natural desive of artificial good. No man thereforc can 1
born, in the strict aceeptation, a lover of money ; for 1
miy be born where money does not exist: nor can he 1
born, in a moral sense, a lover of his country ; for societ
politically regulated, is a state contradistinguished from
state of nature; and any attention to that coalition
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intcrests which makes the happiness of a country, in
posible only to these whom enquiry and seflection bhave
embled to comprehend it. This doctrine is in itself pero
nicious as well as false : 1te tenduncy i4 to produce the belief
of n kind of moral predestination, er over-ruling prineiple
* which cannut be resisted ; he that admita it 15 prepanel to
comply with every desire that caprice or opportunity shall
exrite, and to flatter himeelf that he eubmits only to the
tawful dominion of Nature, in obey ing the reistleas authority
of his ruling Panon.
Pope has formed his theory with #o hittle skill that, in the
examplea by which he illustrates and confirms it, he has
confounded passions, appetites, and habita  To the Char-
arters of Men, he ndded soon after, in an epistle supposed
to liave been addreased to Martha Blonnt, but which the
" last edition has taken from her, the Characters of Women,
This poem, which was Iboured with great diligence, and in
the author’s opinion with greal succeas, was neglected at ita
first pullication, as the commentator supposes, becanse the
public was anformed, by an advertizerent, that 1t contained
no Character drawn from the life; an assertion which Pope
probably did not expect nor wish to have been Ixhieved, and
which he scon gave lus readers sufficiont reason to distruet, by
telling them in a note that the work was impx rfeet, becanse
art of his subject waa Fice (oo Aigh to be yet expowed.
The time, however, soon came in which it was mfe to
display the Ducheas of Marlborough under the name of
Atowa; and her character was inserted with no griat bunour
to the wniter's gratitude,
1 He published from time to time (between 1720 and 1740)
} Irmtationa of different porms of Hosace, generally with i
Sname, and once, an was snapected, without it What he
waa upon moral princaiples ashamed to awn, he ought to have
supprensd  Of these pivcen it 19 uaelers to mttle the dites,
“aa they had seldom mnch relation to the tinca, and perlogs
o been fung in hia hands Thes mode of imitation, i whe b
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the ancients are familiarised, by adapting their sentiments to
modern topics, by making Horace say of Shakspeare what he
originally said of Ennius, and accommodating his satires on
Pantolabus and Nomentanus to the fatterers and prodigals
of our own time, was first practised in the reign of Charles
*the Second, by Oldham and Rochester, at least I remember
no instances more ancient. It is a kind of middle composition
between translation and original design, which pleases when
the thoughts are unexpectedly applicable, and the parallels

10 Iucky. It seems to have been Pope’s favourite amusement ;

for he has carried it further than any former poet.

He published likewise a revival, in smoother numbers, of Dr,
Doune’s Satirves, which was recommended to him by the Duke
of Shrewsbury and the Earl of Oxford. They made no great
impression on the public. Pope seems to have known their
imbeeility, and thervefore suppressed them while he was yet
contending to rise in reputation, but ventured them when
he thought their deficiencies more likely to be, lmpntcd to
Donne than to himself.

20  The Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot, which seems to be derived

in its first design from Boileaw's Address & son Esprit, was
published in Jannary, 1735, about o month before the death of
him to whom it is inscribed. It is to be regretted, that either
honour or pleasure should have been missed by Arbuthnot;
a man estimable for his learning, amiable for his life, and
venerable for his piety. Arbuthnot was o man of great
comprehension, skilful in his profession, versed in the

sciences, acquainted with ancient literature, and able to
animate his mass of knowledge by n bright and active

30 imagination ; o scholar with great brilliance of wit; a Wit

who, in the crowd of life, retained and discovered a noble
ardour of religious zeal. In this poem Pope seems to reckon
with the pnbhc. He vindicates himself from censures; and
with digaity, rather than arrogance, enforces his own claims
to kindness and respeet. Into this poem are interwoven
several paragraphs which had been before printed as a frag-
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ment, and among them the satirical lines npon Addison, of
which the last, couplet has Leen twice corrected. It was at
firat,

Who would not smile 1f soch & man there be?

Who would not laugh if Addison were he?
Then, N .

Who would not grieve if Fuch & ran there be}

Who would not Jaugh §f Addison were he? .
Athstitis,

‘Who but must laugh if such » man there be?
Who would uob weep i Attwens were he?

He was at this time at open war with Lord Hervey, who
had distinguished himself as a steady adherent to the
Ministry ; and, bemng offended with a contemptuous answer
to one of lus pamphlets, had summoned Pulteney to a duel.
Whether Le or Pope made the first attack, perhaps caunot +
now be easily known : he had written an invectne against
Pope, whom he calls, Hard ar thy heart, and a1 thy birth
obscure; and hints that his father was a Aatter  To this 20
Pope wrote a reply 10 verse and prose ; the verses are i this
poem ; and the prose, though it was never sent, 13 printed
amonyg his Letters; but to a cool reader of the present time
exlulrts nothing but tedious maligmty.

His last Satires, of the general kind, were two Dialogues,
named, from the year \n which they were published, Seven-
teen hundred and thirty-eight. In these poems many are
praised and many are reproached. FPope was then entangled
in the Opposition , a follower of the Prince of Wales, who
dined at his house, and the friend of many who obstructed 30
and censured the conduct of the mumsters, His pohtral
partiahity was too plainly shown - be forgot the prudence
with which he passed, in his earher years, unmnjured and
unoffending through much more violent conflicts of faction

In the first Dralogue, having an opportnmity of praing
Alen of Bath, he asked lus leave to mentron hini s a man
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nof, illustrious by any merit of his ancestors, and called him
in his verses low-born Allen. Den are seldom satisfied
with praise introduced or followed by any mention of defect.
Allen seems not to have taken any plensure in his epithet,

which was afterwards softened into Zumble Allen. .

In the second Dialogue he took some liberty with one of the
Foxes, among others; which Fox, in a reply to -Liystelton,
took an opportunity of repaying, by reproaching him with the
friendship of a lampooner, who scattered his ink without fear

10 or decency, and against whom he hoped the resentment of the -
Legislature would quickly be discharged.

About this time, Paul Whitehead, a small poet, was
summoned before the Lords for a poem called Manners,
together with Dodsley, his publisher. Whitehead, whe
hung loose wpon society, skulked and escaped ; but Dodsley’s
shop and family made his appearance necessary. He was,
however, soon dismissed; and the whole process was
probably intended mthex to tutimidate Pope than to punish
Whitehead.

20 Pope never afterwards attempted to join the patriot with
the poet, nor drew his pen upon statesmen. That he desisted
from his attempts of reformation is imputed, by his com-
mentator, to his despair of prevailing over the corruption of
the time. He was not likely to have been ever of opinion
that the dread of his satire would countervail the love of
power or of money; he pleased himself with being important
and formidable, and gratified sometimes his pride, and some-
times his resentment ; till at last he began to think he
should be more safe, if he were less busy,

30 The Memoirs of Scnb!erus, published about this txme,
extend only to the first book of a work projected in concerb
by Pope, Swift, and Arbuthnot, who used to meet in the
time of Queen Aunne, and denomlmted themselves the
Seriblerns Club. Their purpose was to censure the abuses
of learning, by a fictitions Life of an infatuated Scholar.
They were dispersed ; the design was never completed ; and
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Warburten laments its miscarriage, 83 an event very
disastrous to polite letters, If the whole may be estimated
by this specimen, which seems to Le the production of
Arbuthnot, with a few touches perhaps by Pope, the want
of more will not be much lamented ; for the follies which
the wnter ridicules are go hittle practised, that they are not
known; nor can the satire be understood but by the learned:
he raises phantoms of absurdity, and then drives them away,
He cures diseases that were never felt. For thus reason this
joint production of three great writers has never obtained 10
any notice from mankind ; it has been little read, or when
read Las been forgotten, as no man could be wiser, Letter, or
merrier, by remembering it. The design canuot boast of
much originality ;' for, besides its general resemblance to ,
Don Quixote, there will be found 1t partlcuhr imitations
of the Hlstory of AMr. Quille,

Swift carried so much of it into Ireland as supplied him
with hiuts for his Travela; and with those the world might
have been contented, though the rest had been suppressed

Pope had sought for images and sentiments 1 a region 20
not krown to have been explored by many other of the
English writers; he had consulted the modern writers of
Latin poetry, a class of authora whom Boilean endeavoured to
bring into contempt, and who are too genemlly neglected.
Pope, however, was not ashamed of their acquaintance, nor
ungrateful for the advantages which he might have derived
from it. A small selection from the Italiana who wrote mn
Latin had been published at London, about the latter end of
the last century, by a man who concealed his name, but
whom his Preface shows to have been well qualified for his 30
undertaking  This collection Pope amplified by more than
balf, and (1740) published it in two volumes, but mjuriously
omitted his predecessor's preface, To these books, which =
had nothing but the mere text, no regard was paid, the
authors were still neglected, and the editor was netther
praised nor censured He did not sink into 1lleness, he

&
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had planned a work, which he considered as subsequent to
his Essay on Man, of which he has given this account to
Dr, Swift.
“March 25, 1736,
«Tf ever 1 write any more Epistles in verse, one of them
ghall be addressed to you. I have long concerted it, and
begun it; but I would make what bears your name as
finished as my last work ought to be, that is to say, more
finished than any of the rest. The subject is large, and will
10 divide iuto four Epistles, which naturally follow the Essay
on Man, viz, 1. Of the Extent and Limits of Human Reason
and Science, 2. A view of the useful and therefore attain-
able, and of the unuseful and therefore unattainable Arts.
3. Of the Nature, Eunds, Application, and Use, of different
Capacities. 4. Of the Use of Learning, of the Science, of the
World, and of Wit. It will conclude with a satire against
the Misapplication of all these, exemplified by Pictures,
Characters, and Examples,”

This work in its full extent, being now afflicted with an
20 asthma, and finding the powers of life gradually declining,
he had no longer courage to undertake; but, from- the
materials which he had provided, he added, at Warburton's
request, another book to the Dunciad, of which the design
is to ridicule such studies as are either hopeless or useless, as
either pursue what is unattainable, or what, if it be attained,
is of no use.
When this book was printed (1742) the laurel had been
for some time wpon the head of Cibber; a man whom it~
- cannot be supposed that Pope could regard with much
30 kindness or esteem, though in one of the Imitations of
. Horace he has liberally enough praised the Careless Hus-
- band.  In the Dunciad, among other worthless scribblers,
he had mentioned Cibber: who, in his Apology, complains
cof the great Poet’s unkindness as more injurious, because,
says he, I never have offended him,



JOHNSONS LIFE OF P L. I

Tt mizht bave been expeetnd thaz Fomw BREMVAI R
n same dagree, mollifiad EFr thoy szt wmm g oo VY
£ rach consequence appeared. TR Yo e et
eommend (Gbler once, Le ment?
temptuondly in onie of Lis Sateq 2l oz
to Arbuthnot; and 1o the fomth ak o 3~
attacked him with aermery, towt
exily disnveralde.  Terlagw be
the Layreat, Le satifiend thome 1y w3 22
given, and gratfed that ac’
affectal to inslt the greas

S

Cibler 1o lonzer &ny fatiesry  Er bus <o Lo v m o
in his own powent to beheve that ke ool LT 10 o

of his alermry, and d b 22 12 €ze L e

who, without any eare ahoct the s/ e~
themulves by Tolimz @ the mrtms o mntom o0
the town a panjtiet, v

from that time pever Lo loe.

brgompmm a0 me =

e e
ing it, and 0 tire o3t bie adorevary fo peweiel - 2
cannot eonqaces by by stres =3 r

The incecant azd R N
Imputes to & rery doterl o Sam g T | o
after Marmage Lad bevn dres o f g0 g - 7
which themtmmy aedered e yoeser o m s -
explaled acene w31 pot frocd oo - e .
Obber played Bades o2 te 7 reew

usual o enhiven the et ¢ c, em - :: [
theatrical tranastie s, Loy _ - -
[ntrialuced Just bovers dsm X . .
“This” maps be, *wav e e ¢, . .
diated eentrrg of soe ;o L, o L
wEnen Meetirr L2 ds 2o v <4 o -, - «
ay, withall e v 0, - L

which be peptind 20 o, o N
what Wit msd by s oo
a8 often za be g e o o

P R .




68 JOHNSOX'S LIFE OF POPE.

provocation.” He shows his opinion to be, that Pope was
one of the authors of the play which he so zealously de-
fended ; and adds an idle story of Pope’s behaviour at a -~
tavern. g

The pamphlet was written with little power of thought or
language, and, if suffered to remain without notice, would
have been very soon forgotten. Pope had now been enough
acquainted with human life to know, if his passion had not
been tao powerful for his understanding, that, from a con-

10 tention like his with Cibber, the world seeks nothing hut
diversion, which is given at the expense of the higher char-
acter. When Cibber lampooned Pope, curiosity was excited ;
what Pope would say of Cibber nobody enquired, bt in
hope that Pope’s asperity might betray his pain and lessen
his dignity.

He should therefore have suffered the pamphlet to
flutter and die, without confessing that it stung him. The
dishonour of being shown as Cibber's antagonist could
never be compensated by the victory. Cibber had nothing

20 to luse; when Pope had exhausted all his malignity upon
him, he would rise in the esteem both of his friends and his
enemies. Silence only conld have made him despicable ; the
blow which did not appear to be felt would have been struck
in vain. DBut Pope's irascibility prevailed, and he resolved
to tell the whole English world that he was at war with
Cibber; and, to show that he thought him no common
adversary, he prepared no common vengeance ; he published
a new cdition of the Dunciad, in which he degraded .
Theobald from his painful pre-eminence, and enthroned

30 Cibber in his stead. Unhappily the two heroes were of
opposite characters, and Pope was unwilling to lose what he
had. alveady written; he has therefore depraved his poem by
giving to Cibber the old books, the cold pedantry and
aluggish pertinacity of Theobald. ' ’

Pope was ignorant enough of his own interest to make
another change, and introduced Osborne contending for the
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prize among the booksellers.  Osbarne was a man entirely
destitute of shame, without sense of any disgrace but that ef
poverty. He told me, when he was doing that which raised
Pope's resentment, that he should be put into the Don.
ciad; bat he had the fate of Cassandra; I gave no eredit
to hia prediction, till in time I saw it accornplished  The
rhafta of stire were directed equally in vain amainst Cibber
and Qvbomne; being repelled by the impenetrable impudehee
of one, and deadened by the umpassive dalness of the other.
Tope confessed his own pamn by his anger; but he gave no I
min to these who had provoled him. He was able to hurt
tione but himeelf ; by transfernug the syme ndicule from
one to snother he destroyed its efficacy, for by showing that
what he had said of one he was ready to sy of another he
reduced himsell to the insignificance of his own magpye,
who from his caze ealls enckold at a ventore,

Cibber, according to his engagement, repaid the Dunciad
with another pamphlet, which, Pope rd, would be as good
ar a dosz of kartshorn to kim; but bis tongue and his
heart were at variance, 1 have heard Mr Richardson 2
relate that he attended hus father the panter on a visit,
when one of Cibber’s pamphlets came into the hands of
Pope, who sid, Thesr things are my diverron  They st
by Imm wlile he perused i, and saw his features writhen
with anguish; and young Richardson sad to hus father,

. when they returned, that he hoped to Le preserved from such

diversion 23 had been that day the lot of Pope.

From this time, finding hts diseases more oppressive, and
his vital powers gradually declining, be no longer atramed
his faculties with any ongnal composition, nor proposed any 3
other employment for his remamng hfe than the revizal and
cotrectinn of his former works ; m which be received advire
and assistance from Warburton, whom be appears to have

" trusted and honoured in the highest degree.  He laid ande

his Epic Poem, perhaps withont wuch loss to mackind ; for
his hero was Brutus the Trojan, who, accordiny to a
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ridiculous fiction, established a colony in Britain. The
subject therefore was of the fabulous age ; the actors werea .
race upon whoin imagination has been e\hausted, and atten-
tion wearied, and to whom the mind will not easily be
recalled, when it is invited in blank verse, which Pope had
adopted with great jinprudence, and, I think, without due’
consideration of the nature of our language. The sketch is,
at Jeast in part, preserved by Ruffhead; by which it appears
that Pope was thoughtless enough to model the names of his

10 heroes with terminations not consistent with the time or
country in which he places them. He lingered through the
next year; bub perceived himself, as he expresses it, going
down the kill. He had for at least five years been afflicted
with an asthma, and other disorders, which his physicians
were unable to relieve. Towards the end of his life he con-
sulted Dr. Thomson, a man who had, by large promises, and
free censures of the common practice of physic, forced him-
self ap into sudden reputation, Thomson declared his dis-
temper to be a dropsy, and evacuated part of the water by

20 tincture of jalap; but confessed that his belly did not
subside. Thomson had many enemies, and Pope was per-
suaded to dismiss him.

While he was yet capable of amusement and conversation,
as he was one day sitting in the air with Lord Bolingbroke
and Lord Marchmont, he saw his favourite Martha Blount
at the bottom of the terrace, and asked Lord Bolingbroke to
go and hand her up. Bolingbroke, not liking his errand,
crossed his legs and sat still; but Lord Marchmont, who was
younger and less captious, waited on the lady, who, when heé

30 came to her, asked, What, is ke not dead yet? She i3
said to have neglected him, with shameful unkindness, in the
Iatter time of his decay ; yet, of the little which he had to
leave she had a very great part. Their acquaintance began
early ; the life of each was pictured on the other's mind ;
their conversation therefore was endearing, for when they
met, there was an immediate coalition of congenial notions,
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Pethapa he eonsidered her unwilliogness to approach the
chamber of sickness 38 female weaknes, or human frailty ;
pertaps he was conacious to himsrlf of peesishness and
impatience, or, thotigh he was offended by her inattention,
mizht yet consider her merit as overbalancing her fault;
and, if ke had suffered his heart to be alienated from Ler,
he onald tave found nothing that might 811 ber place; he
eoull have only shrunk within himself; st was too late to
transfer his ennfidence or fondness,

In May, 1744, bis death was approacking; on the €th he 10
was all day delirions, which he mentioned four days after.
wards 23 a enfficient humilistion of the vanity of man; he
afterwards eomplained of sering things as throngh a curtain,
aud in false eolours, and one day, in the presence of Doliley,
asked what arm it was that axme out from the wall. He
mid that his greatest inoonveniencs waa inability to think.
Bolinglroke sometimes wept over him in this state of help.
fres decay ; and being told by Spence, that Pupe, st the
intermision of his d-liriousnes, was always mying rome-
thing kind either of bis present or alment friends, and that 20
bis humanity seemed to have survivel his und-ntanding,
answered, It Au . And aldel, [ accer o omy {fe |
kne a nan that Rad » teader a heart for hu partislar
frimds, or moen general frenddap for mankind. At another
time Le mud, I hare Exovn Pope thers Uity ymrs, and
valus mywlf more in hu fromdidip than — bus gnef
then suppreswal his vorcr,

Pope expressd undonbting ennfidence of a future state.
Peing asked by bis friecd Mr Hooke, & papist, whether he
would not die Iike his father ard mother, an! whether a 20
priest shonld pot bx aalled, be anwwered, [ do not think ot
ererntind, but it will be oovy nght; and [ thank yox for
putting me in mnd of . In the morning, after the priest
bad given him the last merarcente, be mul, “There ts nothiog
that is mentonivos but virtne and frendship; snd indesd
friendship itself is only a part of virtae He died in the
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vidiculous fiction, estallished a colony in Britain. The
subject therefore was of the fabulous age ; the actors werea .
race upon whom imagination has been exhausted, and atten-
tion wearied, and to whom the mind will not easily be
recalled, when it is invited in blank verse, which Pope had
adopted with great iinprudence, and, I think, without due
consideration of the nature of our language. The sketch is,
at least in part, preserved by Ruffhead; by which it appears
that Pope was thoughtless enough to model the names of his

10 heroes with terminations not consistent with the time or
country in which he places them. He lingered through the
next year; but perceived himself, as he éxpresses it, going
down the hill. He had for at least five years been afficted
with an asthma, and other disorders, which his physicians
were unable to relieve. Towards the end of his life he con-
sulted Dr. Thomson, a man who had, by large promises, and
free censures of the common practice of physic, forced him-
self up into sudden reputation. Thomson declared his dis-
femper to be a dropsy, and evacuated part of the water by
tincture of jalap; but confessed that his belly did not
subside. Thomson had many enemies, and Pope was per-
suaded to dismiss him.

While he was yet capmble of amusement and conversation,
as he was one day sitting in the air with Lord Bolingbroke
and Lord Marchmont, he saw his favourite Martha Blount
at the bottom of the terrace, and asked Lord Bolingbroke to
go and hand her up. Bolingbroke, not liking his errand,
crossed his legs and sat still; but Lord Marchmont, who was
younger and less captious, waited on the lady, who, when he
came to her, asked, What, is ke not dead yet? She is

said to have ne«lected him, with shameful unkindness, in the
latter time of his decay ; yet, of the little which he had to
leave she had a very great part. Their acquaintance began
early ; the life of each was pictured on the other’s mind; °
their conversation therefore was endearing, for when they
met, there was an immediate coalition of congenial notions.
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erhapa he considered her unwillingness to appireach the
hamber of tickneas an fenale 9 crhnews, or luman frity 3
erhape hie was eonacions to med! of peevichness and
matience, or, though he was offended by her inattention,
right yet conmder hier merit as overbalancing her fault
nd, it ke had suffered his heart to be alienated from her,
e could have found nothing that might fl1 her place; he
ould have only shrunk within himeelf; 1t was too late to
ranafur his confidence or fondmneas,

In May, 1541, his ddeath was approaching 3 on the 6th he 10
eas al] day delirions, which he mentioned four days after.
rards as a suffiuent humiliation of the sanity of man; he
fterwands complained of seenz things as through a curtain,
nd in false enlours, and one day, in the prescnee of Dadaley,
shed what arm it waa that came out from the wall. He
abl that his greatest 1nconsensence was inability to think.
Ylingbroke sometinies wept over lum m thie state of help-
e decay 3 and being told by Spence, that Pope, at the
ntormimion of his delitiousnow, was always sying somee
hing kind either of his present or alwent friends, and that 20
it humanity seemed to have sunived his understanding,
mawerel, It Aas 20 And alded, T owrecer in omy Dife
new 1 man that had so tender a hetrt for ha partiedar
"rimels, or more general friendship for manlind. At another
ime ke mid, /7 Aave Inown Pope these thirty yeurs, and
ulue mysf mors in hia frendihip than las griet
:hen mippreased Tus Yoice.

Tope expreacd undonbting confidence of a fatare state,
Meing asked by his friend Mr Ilooke, a papist, whether he
would not the Iike his father and mother, and whether a 30
pricat should not be eallal, be aunswered, £ do not think 1t
eential, bt it il be very mght; and I thank you for
putting me {n pund of it In the worning, after the priest
hal given him the last meramenta, he sid, “There 14 nothing.
that is mentorous but virtue and friendship; wnd indeed
Iriendship itself 10 only & part of wirtee”  He died i the
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evening of the thirtieth day of May, 1744, so placidly, that
the attendants did not discern the exact time of his expira-
tion. He was buried at Twickenham, near his father and
mother, where a monument has been erected.to him by his
commentator, the Bishop of Gloucester.

He left the care of his papers to his executors; first to
Lord Bolingbroke; and, if he should not be living, to the
Earl of Marchmont; undoubtedly expecting them to be
proud of the trust, and eager to extend his fame. But let no

10 man dream of influence beyond his life. After a decent
time Dodsley the bookseller went to solicit preference as the
publisher, and was told that the parcel had not been yet
inspected ; and, whatever was the reason, the world has been
disappointed of what was reserved: "+ the next age.

He lost, indeed, the favour o ‘E{:'*‘mbroke by a kind of

posthumous offence. The pel- .  ° _i called The
Patriot King had been put in \;.,i . . wmight
procure the unpresswn of a v ' - T

RN SRV . | PO L
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hotn he had wept in his last strugales; and he employad
fallet, another friend of Pope, to tell the talr to the public,
ith all itaaggmvations.  Warburton, whoee heart was warm
ith Lis lezacy, and tender by the recent separation, thought
 proper for him to interpose; and undertook, not indeed
> vindicate the action, for Lreach of truct has always some-
\ing eriminal, Lut to extenuate {t by an apolegy. Faving
Iranced what cannot be denied, that morml obliquity is
1de more or leas excusable by the motives that producs it,

¢ enquires what evil purpose could have induend Pope to 10

retk s promise. He could not delight his vanity by
surping the work, whiel, though not s1d in ehops, had Teen
own to a numher more than suflicient to preserve the
uthor’s claim; he enuld not gratify his avance, for lie could
ot »ell his plander till Bolinglroke was dead; and even
ien, if the copy was left to anather, lus frand soulld Lo
efeated, and if 1t to limeelf would be uselesa, Warbmrton
her fore supprmen, with gruat appeamnce of reason, that the
rregulirity of his conduct procecded wholly from his real

r Dlingbroke, who mught perlapn have destroyed the 20

nmpllet, which Popo thought it his duty to presene
ven without its author’s approlation.  To this apslogy an
nswer was written in A Letter to the moet Impudent Man
ving

He brought xome reproach upon lua own memory 1y the
ctulant and eonterptuous mention made in has will of Mr
\len, and an affected rejayment of his benefactions. Mrs
Saunt, as the known friend and favounte of Pope, had twen
nriterd tn the bouse of Allen, where she comported hernelf

ith such indecent arrogance, tlnt she parted from M 30

\llens in a state of irreconclable dilike, and the donr waa for
ver Iarred acainet her  This exclusim she resented with o
mch Litterneas an ta refuse any legpacy from Pope, unlea he
eft the world with & diavowal of obhmation to Alten
Taving been long under her dominion, now tottering 1n the
lecline of Iife, and unable to resist the vivlence of her temper
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or, perhaps with the prejudice of a lover, persuaded that she
had suffered improper treatment, he complied with her
demand, and poiluted his will with female resentment.
Allen accepted the legacy, which he gave to the Hospital at
Bath ; observing that Pope was always a bad accomptant, and
that, if to 1507 he had put a cipher more, he had come nearer
to the truth. ’
! The person of Pope is well known not to have been formed
by the nicest model. He has, in his account of the Little
10 Club, compared himself to a spider, and by another is de-
scribed as protuberant behind and before. He is said to have
been beautiful in his infancy ; but he was of a constitution
originally feeble and weak : and, as bodies of a tender frame
are easily distorted, his deformity was probably in part the
effect of his application. His stature was so low that, to
bring him to a level with comamon tables, it was necessary to
raise Dis seat, But his face was not displeasing, and his eyes
were animated and vivid. By natural deformity, or acci-
- dental distortion, his vital functions were so much disordered,
T 20 that his life was a fong disease. His most frequent assailant
was the headache, which he used to relieve by inhaling the
steam of coffee, which he very frequently required.

Most of what can be told concerniug his petty peculiarities
was communicated by a female domestic of the Earl of
Oxford, who knew him perhaps after the middle of life. He
was then so weak as to stand in perpetual need of female
attendance ; extremely sensible of cold, so that he wore a

; kind of fur doublet, under a shirt of very coarse warm linen
with fine sleeves, When he rose, he was invested in boddice

30 made of stiff canvas, being scarce able to hold himself erect

till they were lnced, and he then put on a flannel waistcoat.

One side was contracted. Tis legs were so slender, that he

enlarged their bulk with three pair of stockings, which were

drawn on and off by the maid ; for he was not able to dress

or undress himself, and neither went to bed nor rose without
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help. His weakness made jt very difficult for him to be
dan,

His hair had fallen almost all away; and he used to
dine sometimes with Lord Osford, privately, iu a velvet cap.
His drews of ceremony was black, with a fye-wig,and a little
sword. The indulgence and aceommodation which his sick-
ness required, had taught Lim all the unpleasing and unsccial
qualities of a valetudinary man. He expected that every-
thing should give way to his ease or humour, as a child,
whose parents will not hear her cry, has an unresisted 10
dominion in the nursery.

Cest que T'enfant tohijours est homme,
Clest que Thomma est toljours enfant.

When he wanted to sleep he noddad tn company , and once
slumbered at his own talle wiile the Prince of Wales was
talking of poetry.

The reputation which lus friendship gase procured him
many invitations; but hie was a very troublesome inmate.
He brought no servant, and had v many wants, that a
nomerous attendance was saarcely able to supply thens 20
Wherever he was, he left 10 room for anether, because he
exacted the attention, and employed the activity of the whole
family. s errands were so frequent and fasclous, that the
footmen in time avouled and neglected bim; and the Earl of
Oxford discharged some of his servapts for their resolute
refusal of his messages, The mawds, when they had neglected
their busines, alleged that tliey haid been employed by Mr.
Pope. Ope of his oonstant demands was of coffee in the
night, and to the woman that waited on bim 1 his chamber
he was very burthensome but he was carefnl to recompense 20

. her want of sleep; and Lon] Oxford's servant declared, that
0 a hoose where Let bunness was to answer his call, she
wonld not ask for wages. He had ancther fanlt, easily

incident to those wbl!, mﬂ'erm" mmh ain, thmk themselses
Tl s w1, 7 e
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indulgent to bic nppetite : he Joved meat highly reazoned and
of strang tastey and, at the fntervals of the table, ameed
hinsell with biseuita and dry convervess ST hie sat down
to a vaviety of dishes, he wiabl oppresa his otomach with
vepletion 3 sud though he weemed angry when o deam wag
offered him, did not forbear to drink i, THs friends, who
knew the avenues to his heart, yampered him with prezents
of lnaury, which he did not yuffer o stand peglected,. The
denth of greatnen is net abwars propartioned to fhe bustre of

10 their live«  Hannilal, saya Juvenal, did not petish by «
javelin or a sword 3 the slughters of Canee were revenged
by a ring.  The death of Pope was fmputed by some of hia
fricuds, to 2 silver eauneepan, in which it was his delight to
heat potted lampreys.

That he loved too well te eat, ix certain; but that hia
sensuality rhortened his life will not be hastily concluded,
when it is remembered that a conformation so irregular
listed mix and ity years, notwithatanding sucl perti-
meious  diligence of stady and meditation.  Tn all his

20 intereourse with mankind, he bad great delipht in artiie,
and endeavoured to attain all hia purpeces by indireet and
unswspected methods. Mo Lardly deand tea withavt o
stratagemr, 1, at the honse of friends, he wanted any
aceomunadation, he was nat willing to ask for it in pldn
termg, but would mentiom it vemntely w3 something cone
venient 3 though, when it was procured, he soon wmade it
appear for whose rake it had bren recommended,  Thus he
tezed Lord Orrery till he obtained a rereen. He practised
his arts on xuch small veensions, that Lady Bolingbroke used

30 to sy, in a French phrase, that he pluyed the politician
about cabbages and guraips. His unjustifiable fmpression
of the Patriot King, as it can be imputed to no particular
motive, must have procveded from his geneml habit of
seereey and cunning; he caught an opportunity of a sly trick,
:]md kplmscd himself with the thought of outwitting Boling-
broke
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In bamiliar or convisial conversation, it dnes not appear
kat he excellel,  Fle may b= maid to lave recembled Dryden,
s bving not one that was distinguished by vivacity in
ompany, It is remarkable that, ro near s time, so much
haull Le known of what he has written, and o little of
what lie bas mid; traditional memory retains no sallies of
raillery, nor sentences of olmervation ; nothing either pointed
or salid, either wise or merry, One apophthegm only stands
myon tecord. When an objection raise] against his inserip-
tion far Shakespeare, was definded by the authority of 1¢
Vatrick, be replied, Aorresro referens, that he would allow
the pullisher of a Dictionary to know the meaning of a single
rord, Lut not of tes wunds put together.

He was fretful and easily displeased, and aflowed hirself
o be capricionsly resentful. He would rometimes lewve Lont
Oxfonl silently, no one could tell why, and was to be courtel
Lack Ly more letters and mesnges thin the fontmen were
wifling to carry. The table was indeed infested by Lady
Mary Wortley, who waa the friend of Lady Oxfonl, and who,
knowing his pecvishness, could by no entreaties Le restrained o€
from coutradicting him, till their dizputes were sharpened to
such asperity, that one or the other quitted the house. e
rometimes eoudescendal to Le pocular with servants or
inferiors ; but by no mermiment, either of others or hus awn,
was he ever seen excited to langhter

OFf his domestic character, frugality was a part emunently

Me. Having d i bot to be dependent, he
determined not to be 1n want, and therefore wisely am!

Iy rejected all temp

to his fortune, This general care musc be unnemxlly 30
approved ; but 1t sometinies appeared in petty artifices of
parsimony, such as the practice of wnting his compostions
on the lack of letters, as may be seen in the remawming copy
of the Tiad, by which perhags  five years five shillings
were gaved ; or in a mgmrdly reception of his friends, and
scantineas of entertasinment, as, when be had two guests in
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bis hovee, he wondd sot at supper a single pint wpon the
table; and having himself faken tsen smnll glasses, would
rotire, awd sy, Gentlemen, I leave you 1o your wine, Yot
he tells his friends, that ke Aax a heart for oll, o kovse for
all, and, wwhatever they may think, a furtune for all,

He sometimes, however, made a splendid dinner, and i
wid to have wanted no part of the skill or eleganen which
such performanees require. That this magnificenes should he
often displayed, that oletinate pradence with which he con.

10 dueted hix affuirs would not permit; for his revenue, certain
and casunl, amounted only to about eight hundred ponuda
a year, of which however he declares hineelf able to nesign
oue hundred to charity,  Of this fortune, which, as it arose
from puldic approbation, was very honourably obtained, his
inagination seemy ta have been too full: it would be hard to
fimla man, so well entitled to notice by hiz wit, that ever
delighted so much in talking of his woney,  In his Letters,
aud fu his poeme, his gavden and his grotto, hix quincunx
and his vines, or some hinta of his opulence, are abways

29 to be found,

The great topic of his ridicule is poverty; the crimes
with which he reproaches hia sutagonista are their delts,
their habitation in the Mint, and their want of a sdinner.
Ife seems to be of an opinion not very uucommon in the
world, that to want money is to want evervthing,  Next to
the pleasure of contemplating his possessions, geetns to be
that of ennmerting the men of high rank with whom he
was acquainted, and whese notice he londly proclaims not to
have been obtained by any practiees of meauness or servility;

30 a boast which was never denicd ta be true, and to which
very few poets have ever aspired.  Pope never set geniua to
sale; he never flattered those whom he did not love, or
praised those whom he did wot esteem.  Savage, however,
rewarked, thit he begau s fittle to velax his dignity when he
wrote a distich for kis Highuesds dog.

His admivation of the Great seems to bave inereased in the
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adrance of Ife. e yased over peers and statesmen to
inscribe bis Iliad to Congreve, with a maguanimity of
which the praise had been complete, hiad his {riend’s virtue
been equal to bis wit. Why he was chosen for 5o great an
honour, it is not now presible to know; there is no trace
in literary history of any particnlar intimacy bstween them.
The name of Congrerve appears in the Letters among those of
bis other friends, but without any oleervable distinction or
eonsequence.  To hus latter works, hiewerver, he tonk care to
annex names digmfied with titles, Lut was not very happy in 10
Lis choice; for, except Lord Bathurst, none of hia noble
friends were such as that a good man would wish tn Lave
his intimacy with them known to pustenty; he can derive
little hononr from the notice of Cobham, Burlington, or
Bolingbroke.

Of his aocial qualities, 1f an estimate be made from his
Ltters, an opinion too favournble cannot easily be formed;
they exkibit a perpetual and unclouded effulgence of general
Lenevolence, and particalar fondness.  There 1s nothing but
hlerality, gratitude, constancy, and tenderness. It has been 20
0 lung sanl 214 tr be commonly beltered, that the true
characters of men may be found in their Letters, and that Le
who writes to his friend lays lus heart open before him.
But the truth 1s, that such were the simiple friendahips of the
Golden Age, and are now the fnendships only of cluldren.
Very few an bLoast of hearts which they dare lay open to
themnelves, and of which, by whatever acnident exposed,
they do not shun a distinet and continued view, and,
certainly, what we hide from ourrelves we do not show to
our friends There 13, indeed, no trausction which offrs 20
stronger temptations to fallacy and sophistication than
epistolary i In the of the
firet emotions of the mind often burst out before they are
considered, in the tumult of buanew nterest and passion
Lave their genuine effect, Lt a friendly Letter 1s a calm and
deliberate performance 1n the cool of lesare, in the stillness




f eolitude, and surely ne man sits down to depreciate by
lesiem hix own chiameter,

Friendship han no tendeney o secure veracity 3 for by
vhom can & man ra muelt wish to be theught hetter than he
g, ns by him whose kindness he dexires 1o gain or keept
Sven in writing to the world there is less conntraint; the
wither is not eonfronted with hiv reader, and takea his
hanee of apprebation nmony the different. dispositions of
mankind ; but a Letter is addreszed to awingle mind, of which
he prejudices and partialities are knowns and must there-
fore please, if not by favouring them, by forbearing to
oppose them,

To charge those favourable representations, which men
rive of their own minds, with the guilt of hypoeritical
falschood, wonld show more severity than knowledge,  The
writer commonly  believes himaelf,  Almost every man's
thoughts, while they are general, are right; and mest
hearts are pure, while temptation ix awny, Tt s cnay ta
nwaken generous sentiments in privacy; to despise desth
when there i3 no danger; to glow with henevolence when
there is nothing to be given.  While such ideas ave formed
they are felt; and sell-love does not suapect the gleam
of virtue to be the meteor of fancy.

If the Letters of Pope are considered merely as composi.
tiong, they seem to be premeditated and artificial. Tt is one
thing to write beeause there is romething whick the mind
wishes to discharge; aud another, to solicit the imagination
beeause cerenony or vanity requires something to be written,
Pape confesses liis early letters to be vitinted with affectation
and ambition: to know whether he disentangled himself
from these perverters of cpistolary integrity, his book and
his life must be set in comparison. One of his favourite
topies is contempt of his own poetry. For this, if it had
been real, he would deserve no commendation; and in this he
was certainly not sincere, for his high value of himself was
sufliciently observed ; and of what conld he be proud but

PR
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his poetry? He writes, he says, when le has just
ing elee to do; yet Swift complains that he was never
ersure for conversation, because he kad alvays some
ical scheme in Mis head. It was punctually required
. Ilng wniting-box should be set upon his bed before he
3 and Lord Oxford’s domestic related, that, in the dread-
winter of Forty, she was called from her bed by him four
s in one mght, to sapply him with paper, lest he should
a thought
[e pretends insensibility to censure and criticiam, though
as observed by all who knew him that every pamphlet
urbed his quiet, and that his extreme irmtability
him open to perpetual vexation; but he wished to
pise his cnitics, and therefore hoped that he did despise
m. As he happened to hve in two reigns when the
rt paid little attention to poetry, he nursed in his mind
olish disesteem of kings, and prochims that e nerer
Courts.  Yet a little regard shown him Ly the Prince
Vales melted lna obduracy; and he bad not much to say
en he was asked by His Royal Highness kow he could
> a Prince while he dishled Kings ?
Te very frequently professes contempt of the world, and
resents himself as looking on mankind, sometimes with
- indifference, as on emtmets of a hillock, below his serious
ention; and sometimes with gloomy indignation, as on
nsters more worthy of hatred than of pity These were
positions apparently counterfeited. How could he despise
g6 whom he hived by pleasing, and on whose approbation
esteem of himself was superstructed? Why should he

<

e those to whose fas our he owed his honour and his ease? 30

things that terminate in buman lfe, the world 1s the

per Judge - to despise its sentence, if 1t were possible, is

; just; and if it were Just, is not posstble, Pope waa far

ugh from this nnreasonable temper, he was sufficiently

ool to Fume, and his fault was that he pretended to neglect

His levity and his sullenness were only in his Letters ;
¥
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he paseed through common life, sometimes vexed, and some-
times pleased, with the natural emotions of common mwen,

is seorn of the Great is repeated too often o be veals fo
mnu thiuks much of that which he despizes; and as falsehood
is always in danger of inconsistency, he makes it his buast at
another time that he lives among them,  Jt s evident that
his own fportance swells often in his mind, e is afraid
of writing lest the clerks of the Poest-office should knnw his
seerets; he has many enemies; he cousiders himself as

10 surrounded by universal jealonsy : after many draths, and
many disperdena, tiro or three aof ws, says he, may still be
brought together, not to ploty, bt to divert oursrlvez, and
the acorld too, if it pleaser; and they ean live tagether, and
shew what feiends wits may be, in apite of all the fools in
the world. Al this while it way likely that the clerks did
not know his haud ; he certainly had no more enemics than
a public charmcter like hiv inevitably excites; and with what
degree of friendship the wits might live, very few were so
much fools as ever to enquire.

20 Some part of this pretended discontent he learned from
Swift, and expresses it, I think, most frequently in his
correspondence with him.  Swift's resentment was unreason-
able, but it was sincere ; Pope's was the mere mimiery of his
friend, a fictitious part which he began to play before it
became him.  When he was ouly twenty-five years old, he
related that “a glut of study and retirement had thrown
him on the world,” and that there was danger lest “a glut
of the world should throw him back upon study and retire-
ment.” To this Swift answered with great propriety, that

30 Pope Iad not yet cither acted or suffered enough in the
world to have become weary of it. And, indeed, it must
be same very powerful reason that can drive back to solitudeo
him who has once enjoyed the pleasures of society.

Tn the Letters both of Swift and Pope there appears such
narrowness of mind, as makes them insensible of any excel-
lence that has not some aflinity with their own, and confines
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Tie Tost n single friend by eoldness or by injury 3 those wha
Toved him onee, eontinned their Kindness,  Tis ungratefol
‘mention of Allen in his will, was the effect of his adberenes
to one whom he had known much longer, and whom he
naturally loved with greater fondness,  His violation of the
trust repo-eid in him hy Bolingbroke conld have no motive
inconsistent with the warnest affection; he either thonght
the netion so near to indifferent. that he forgot jt, or so
Jaudable that hie expeeted his friend to approve it

10 Tt was veported, with such confidenee az wlmast to enforen
betief, that in the papers cutrusted to hix exeentors, was
found n defamatory Life of Swift, whick he had prepared as
an instrument of vengeance, to be used 3f any proveeation
should be ever given,  About this T inquired of the Farl of
Marchmont, who assured me that no cuch piece was among
his remains,

The religion in which he lived and died was that of the
Chureh of Rome, to which in his correspoudence with Racine
he professes himsell a sincere wihersut, That he was not

20 serupulously plous in some part of his life, is known by many
idle and indecent applications of gentences taken from the
Seriptures ; a mode of merriment which a-good man dreads
for itz profaneness, and a witty man disdains for its easinesa
and vulgarity. But to whatever levities he has been betmyed,
it does not appear that his principles were ever eorrupted, or
that he ever lost his belief of Revelation. The positions
which he transmitted from Bolingbroke he seema not to have
understaod, and was pleased with an interpretation that
made them orthodex,

30 A man of such exalted superiority, and so little modemtion,
would naturally have all his delinquencies observed and’
aggravated ; these who could not deny that he was excellent,
would rejoice to find that he was not perfeet, Perhap« it
may be imputed to the wnwillingness with which the same
man is allowed to possess many advantages, that lis learning
lias been deprecinted, Ie certainly was in his early life o
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ranaf greay Ceeary enrion®ty; aof, when Lo write Lis Evmy
o bz, Bad, £ Bis ane, & very wide zop
with brrke. When Le entered fzty the Bring worll, it sz
o bave bagpwned to Liz 25 U9 pany ctbers, that be was bow
~attertive to &ad mmaters; Le gindied in e amdemy of
Px-zrr 25, ardd travle the criverse B favossite weime. He
.h.; retives frob from reality, rot froe the ogles
n! amtbary, nals of Nature. Yet there i vo
reave s Mw-rw tizt Eumtaore ever bwt Lis eterza; L
alwagx prdfewed th bore reading; ard Dalwan, who sprt 16
serze time 22 kin borne transbiing bis Esay on Man, wken
Y aked bics what barrin s he fonnd Lim 1o prassss a2 ewered,
More L’en T saperted B (mr:m‘. rierenm 1y Listery,
Ly allosons to warions
uA:c».d froea art ard ratore, with Bs olsarsations o the
eperatigs of the mind and the rosles of [Fe, slow 22
ot i perpetmly oo the wing, exsyedve, viorrows,
2zd Elizems, earer by [urese knowlelze, and attentive o
retain it
From this coriority e (he doine of travelling, t02)
Eie werees oy Jervzs, and whidh, thos;
b rower {'r:.-_d 23 epprtoeliy to grazdy i, 4d poe bave
Biex ¢ i Bife denlinand
OFf Eis fntellontoal character the emaiiinest aod fzoda.
Eental princizle was Guod Recse, & prospt azd iz
prroptinn of ommotmor aud prgnety.  He s imme
Eataly, of Lis own emeopuers, wlar was by Le dosen, 20l
Wistto be rebetol; 2o, in the works of wilers, wlat was
“tale shuzred, and wiat wes ¢ Ve oopiedl  Bat gred semae
2kne is 2 sobate 20d grismers qualys, which macares fus 3')
prmpenrioe s well, bat does et fnmease them 06 oolleszs fowr
materials fur 345 own operatiins, and preserves el b
Bawer painy gupremery,  Pope Lad Dewne mecas s 2 mod
artize, sox, ardd 2dvenigeons, alvays msesizt
alwagr wp i 5 wrlet searcles 02l o
ighers £gter s Rtz to b Eisler;

frrwand, in it
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always imagining something greater than it knewy, alwaye
endeavouring more than it can do, To aesist these powers,
he i< it to have had great strength and exactness of
memory.  That which he had heard or read was not easily
Tosts and he had before him not only what his vwn medita-
tions suggested, but what he Jind found in otler writers
that might be accommaodated to his present purpose,  These
benefits of nature he improved by incessant and unwearied
dilizence 3 he had recourse to every source of intelligence,

10 and lost no oppertunity of information 3 he consulted the

s Hiving a8 well ns the dead 5 he read hiz compositions to his
friends, nud was never content with medioerity when excel-
lenee coudd be attained.  He connidered poetry as the
business of his life; and however hie might seemn to lnment
his ocenpation, he followed it with constaney ; to make
verses was hin fivst labour, and to mend them war his st

From his attention to poetry he was never diverted, If
conversation offered anything that conld be hmproved, he
committed it to paper 3 if a thought, or perhaps an expression

20 more happy than was common, rose to his mind, he was

:t careful 1o write it 5 an independent distich was preserved for
an opportunity of iusertion ; and some little frgments have
been found containing lines, or parts of lines, to be wrought
upon at some other time, e was one of those few whose
Inbour is their pleasure: he was never clevated to negli-
genee, nor wearied to impaticnee ; he never passed a fanlt
unamended by indifference, nor quitted it by despair, e
laboured hiz works first to gain reputation, and afterwards
ta keep it.

30 Of composition there are different methods,  Some vaploy
at once memory and invention, and, with little intermediate
use of the pen, form and polish large masses by continued
meditation, and write their productions only when, in their
own opinion, they have completed them. It is related of
Virgil that his custom was to pour out a great number of
verses in the wmorning, and pass the th in retrenching
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exuberances and correrting inaccuracies, The method of
Pape, as may be collected from his translation, was to write
Yus first thoughts in lus first wordy, and gradually to amplify,
decorate, rectify, and refine them. With such facultres and
such disposations lie excelled every other writer in poetical
prudence * lie wrote 1n such a manber as might expose him to
few hazards, e used almost always the same fabric of
verse ; and, indeed, by those few essays which hie made of
any other, he did not enlarge his reputation, Of thiz
umformity the certain comsequence was readiness and 10
dexterity. By perpetual practice, langnage had in s
mund a systematical arrangement ; having always the same
use for words, he had words so selected and combined as to
be ready at Lis call This mcrease of facihity he confessed
himself to have perceived m the progress of hus translation.

But what was yet of mare importance, his effusions were
always voluntary, and his subjects chosen by lumself. s
mdependence sicured him from drudging at a task, and
labiouring upon a Larren topic. he never exchanged prase
for money, nor opened a shop of condolence or congratu- 20
lation IDis poems, therefore, were scarcely ever temporary.
He suflered coronations and royal marriages to pass without
a song ; and denived no opportumities from recent events,
nor any 1l from the P of s
readers, He was never rednced to the necesaity of solieiting
the sun to shune upon a birthday, of calling the Graces and
Virtues to a wedding, or of saying what multitudes have saul
before him, When he conld produce nothing new, he was at
Tiberty to be silent

His publications were for the same reason never hasty. 30
He 13 aud to have sent nothing to the press tall 1t had lam
two years under lus inspection 1t 18 at least certain, that he
ventured nothing without mce exarmnation He suffered
the tumalt of 1magination to subside, and the novelties of
invention to grow famihar. IHe knew that the mind 1s
always enamoured of 1ts own productions, and did not trust

N
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his first fondness. 1o consulted lis friends, and Hatened
with great willingness fo eritieism ; aud, what was of more
impurimwc, he consnlted himself, and leb nothing pue
against his own judgement,  He professed to have learned
his poetry from Dryden, whom, whenever an opportanity
wny presented, he praised through hiz whole life with
unvaried liberality 3 and perhaps his character may receive
somo illustration, if he be compared with his master.
Integrity of understanding and nicety of discernment

10.were nob allotted in a less proportion to Dryden than to

Pope. The rectitude of Dryden's mind was sulliciently
shown by the dismission of his poctieal prejudices, nud the
rejection of unuatural thoughts and rugged mumbers, Dot
Dryden never desiced to apply all the judgement that he had.
e wrote, and professed to write, merely for the people; and
when he pleased others, he contented himself.  He spent no
time in stroggles to rouse latent powers 3 he never attempted
to make that better which was already good, nor often to.
mend what hie must have known to be fanlty, Yo wrote, ns

20 he tells us, with very little consideration 3 when seeasion or

necessity called upon him, he poured out what the present
moment happened to supply, and, when onee it had passed
the press, ejected it from his mind; for when he bad no
pecuniary interesty he had no further solicitude,

Pope was not content to ratisfy; he desived to excel, and
therefore always eudeavoured to do his bests he did not
court the caudaur, but daved the judpement of his reader,
and, expecting no indulgence from others, he showed none
to himself.  Te examined Hues and words with minute and

30 punctilious observation, and retouched every part with

indefatigable diligence, till he had left nothing to be
forgiven.

For this reason he kept his pieces very long in hix
hands, while he considered and reeonsidered them. The
only poems which can be supposed to have bren written
with such regard to the times as might hasten their publi-
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cation, were the two satires of ‘Thirty-eight; of which
Dodsley told me, that they were Lronght to him by the
author, that they might Le fairly copred. *Admost every
line,” he“said, *was then written twice over; I gave hima
clean transeript, which he sent some time afterwards to me
for the press, with almost every e written twics over a
second time” His declaration, that his care for his works
ceased at their pullication, was mot strietly true. His
perental attention never abandoned them ; what he found
amiss in the first edition, he slently corrected mn these 10
that followed. He appears to have revised the Iliad, and
freed it from some of its imperfections; and the Essay
on Criticism received many improvements after its first
appearance It will seldom be found that lLe altered
without adding clearness, elegance, or vigour Fope had
perliaps the jadgement of Dryden; but Dryden certainly
wanted the diligence of Pope.

In acguired knowledge, the superiority must be allowed
to Dryden, whose education was more scholastic, and wha
before he became an author had been allowed more time for 20
study, with better means of information. His mind has a
larger range, and he collects lus xmages and llustrations from
a morc extensive circamference of science Dryden hnew
more of man i lus geueral nature, and Pope 1n Ins local
manners. The notions of Dryden were formed by compre-
hensive speculation, and thiose of Pope by minute attention,
There is more dignity 1 the knowledge of Dryden, and more
certaiuty in that of Pope. Poetry was not the sole prawse of
either; for Loth excelled Likewse in prose, Lut Pope dul not
Lorraw his prose from lus predecessor  The style of Dryden 30
is capricions and varied; that of Pape 13 cautious and uni-
form; Dryden obeys the motions of his own mund, Pope
constrains his mind to his own rules of composition. Dryden
i3 sometimes vehement and rapid; Pope 12 always smooth,
uniform, and gentle. Dryden’s page 1s @ natural field, nsing
into inequalities, and diversified by the varied exuberance of
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abundant. vemetation; Tope's is a velvet lawn, shaven by the
sexthe, and tevelied by the voller,

Of goniug, that power which coustitutes a poety (h:}f.
quality withont which judgement is eold and knowledge is
inert; that energy which collecets, combines, amplifies, and
animates; the \\\pon(\m\' must, with sowe hesitation, be
allowed to Dryden. Tt is not to be inferred that of this
poetical vigour Pope had only a little, beeause Deyden haed
mare; for every ather writer since Milton must give place to

10 Pope; and even of Dryden it must be said, that, if he has
brighter paragraphs, e haz net better poems. Dryden’s
performances were always hasty, cither excited by some
external occasion, or extorted hy domestic necessity 3 he come
posed without consideration, and published without cor-
rection.  What his mind could supply at call, or gather in
one excursion, was all that he sought, and all that he gave.
The dilatory cantion of Pope enabled him to condenuse his
sentiments, to multiply his images, and to accamulate all
that study might produee, or chance might supply, If the

20 flights of Dryden therefure nre higher, Pope continues longer
on the wing.  If of Drydew’s fire the blaze is brighter, of
Pope's the heat is move regular and constant.  Dryden often
surpasses expectation, and Pope never falls below it, Dryden
is read with frequent astenishunent, and Pope with perpetual
delight.

This parallel will, I hope, when it is well conridered,
be found just; and if the reader should suspeet me, as I
suspect wmyself, of some partial fondness for the memory of
Dryden, let hitm not too hastily condemn me; for meditation

30 and enquiry may, perhaps, show himn the reasonableness of
my determination.

The Works of Pope are now to be distinctly examined, not
so much with attention to slight faults or petty beauties, as
to the general character and effect of each performance.

Tt seems natural for a young poct to initiate himself by

Pastorals, which, not pmfmamg to mumtc real life, require
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yet condemns the uncle to detestation for his pride; the
ambitious love of a nicce may De opposed by the interest,
malice, or envy of an uncle, but never by hus pnde.  On such
a8 oceasion a it may be allowed to be obncure, but incon-
sistency never i be right.

The Ode for St Cecilis’s Day was undertaken at the
deaire of Stecle . in thix the author is generally confessed to
lave miscarried, yet he has miscarmied only aa compared
with Dryden; for he has far cutgone cther competitors.
Drydena plan is better chosen ; bistory wall always take 10
stronger holl of ihe attention than fable: the Janaions
excited Ly Dryden are the pleasures and jains of real life, .
the ncene of Pope is laid in imaginary existence; Pope is
read with calm acquiescence, Drydon with turbulent delight;
Pupe hangs upon the car, and Dryden finds the passes of the
mind, '

Both the wles want the cksential constituent of metrical
oompostions, the statal recurrence of hettled numbers
It may be alleged, that Pindar is mid by Horace to hase
wrilten numerw lrge solutu: but as no such lax per-
formancea have lwen transmitted to us, the meaning of
that expression cannot be fixed, and perhapa the like return
smight properly be made to a modern Pindarst, a8 Mr Cobb
. veceived from Bentley, who, when he found hia enticisma

upon a Greek Excrose, which Cobb had presented, refuted

wne after another by Pmdars authority, ened out at
last, Dindar wus a Lolid fellow, but thou art an mpadeat
one,

1f Pope's wde be [arbeularly inspected, 6 will be found

tiat the first stanz connists of sounds well chowen indeed, 3

Dnt only scunda  The wecond consints of by perbolieal com-

mon-places, easily to be found, and perlaps without much

difficulty to be as well expressed  In the thind, however,
tlicre are nutalxta, innges, harmany, and sigour, uot un-
worthy the antagonist of Dryden. Had all been ike this—

Lut every part caunot be the Lest. The next stanzas plae

&

&
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be admitted which ennobles, though 1t dues not illustrate,
That it may be complete, 1t is required to exhilit, m-
dependently of its references, a pleasing image ; for a mmle
is said to Le a short epiode. To this antiquity was so

, that, ci were added, which,
having no parallels, served only to fill the imagination, and
produced what Perrault ludicrously called compartsons wth
a long tarl. In ther sinulea the greatest writcrs have
ometimes fatled , the ship-race, d with tle chariot-
race, 18 neither iluatrated nor aggrandised, Jand and water 10
make all the differeuce; when Apollo, running after Daphne,
{a hikened to a greyhound chasing a hare, there 13 nothing
gained ; the 1deas of pursuit and flight are too plain to be
made plainer; and a god and the daughter of a god, are not
represented much to their advantage Ly a hare and dog
The simile of the Alps has no useless parts, yet affords a
strking picture by itself ; 1t makes the foregoing position
Letter understood, and enables 1t to take faster hold on the
3 it asaists the apprel and elevates the fancy
Let me lihewnse dwell a little on the celebrated paragrajl,, 2
in which it 18 directed that the sound should seem an echo
to the semse; a precept which Pope 13 allowed to have
observed beyond any other Euglish poet.

This notion of representative metre, and the desire of
discovering frequent adaptations of the sound to the sense,
have produced, in my opmon, many wild conceits and
imaginary beauties. All that can furnish tins representation
are the sounds of the words consmdered singly, and the time
in which they are pronounced. Every language has some
words framed to exhilit the noises which they express, as 30
thump, ratile, growl, kus  These, however, are but few, and
the poet cannot make them more, nor can they be of any use
Lut when sound 15 to be mentioned. The time of pronuncia-
tion was iu the dactylic measures of the learned languages
capable of consulcrable vamety , Lut that vanety conld Le
sceommodatcd only to motion or duration, and different

9
=3
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degrees of motion were perhaps expressed by verses rapid or
slow, without much attention of the writer, when the fmage
had full possession of his fancy : but our langnage having
little flexibility, our verses van ditfer very Httle i their
cadence. The faneied vesemblances, I fear, arise sometimes
mevely from the ambiguity of words; there ix supposed to
be some relation bebween a soft Jine and a soft couch, or
between hard syllables aud kerd fortune.  Motion, however,
may be in some sort excrplified ; and yet it mny be sus-

10 peeted that even in such resemblanges the mind often governs
the ear,and the sounds ave estimated by their meaning, One
of the most successful attempts has been to describe the
Iabour of Sisyphus:

With many a weary step, and many a groan,
Up a high hill he heaves & huge round stone,
Tho huge round stone, resulting with a bound,
Thunders fmpetuous down, and smokes alony the ground.

Who does not perceive the stone to move slowly upward, and
rall violently back? But set the same numbers to another
20 seuse :

While many a merry tale, and many n song,

Cheer'd thoe rough road, we wish'd the rough road long.
Tho rough read then, returning in o reund,

Mock'd our impatient steps, for all was fairy ground.

‘We have now surely lost much of the deluy, and much of the

apidity.  But, to show how little the greatest master of
numbers can fix the prineiples of rvepresentative harmony,
it will be snflicient to remark that the poct who tells us
that

30

When Ajax strives—tho words move slow.
Not so, when awift Camilla scours the plain;
H \J ’ H *
Flies o'er th unbending corn, and skims along the main ;

when he had enjoyed for aliout thirty years the praise of ‘
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Camilla’s lightness of foot, Le tried another experiment upon
sound and fime, and produced this memorable triplet : .

The varying verse, the full resounding Line,

Waller was smooth; but Dryden tanght to ]bm}
The loug majestic marels, and energy divine.

* Here are the swiftness of the rapid race, and the march of
slow-paced majesty, exhibited by the same poct in the same
sequence of syllables, except that the exact prosodist will
find the line of swiftness by oue time longer than that of
tardiness. DBeautiea of tlus land are commonly fancied; and, 10
when real, are technseal and nugatory, not to be rejected, and
uot to be solicited.

To the prises which have Leen accumulated on the Rape
of the Lock Ly readers of every class, from the critic to the
wajting-maid, it 1 diflicult to make any additton. Of that
which 15 umversally allowed to Le the most attractive of all
ludicruus cowpositions, let 1t rather be now enquired from
what sources the power of pleasing 18 derived

Dr. Warburton, who excelled in cntical perspicacity, has
remarhed that the preternatural agents are very happly 20
adapted to the purposes of the poem. The heathen deities
can no longer gan attention; we shoukl have turned away
from a contest between Venus and Diana. The employment
of allegorical persons alwayas excites coaviction of ita own
absurdity ; they may produce effects, but cannot conduct
actions; when the phantom 1s put 1n wotion, 1t dissolves:
thus Discord may raise a mutiny , but Discord cannes conduct
a march, nor besieze a town  Pope brought into view a new
race of Beings, with powers and passions proportionate to
their operation. The Sylphs and Guomes act, at the toilet 30
and the tea-table, what more ternfic and more powerful
phantors perform on the stormy ocean, or the field of battle;
they give their proper help, and do their proper muschiet.

Pope 15 vaid, by an objectar, not to hayve been the jnventor
of this petty nation; a charge which might with more justice



98 JOILINSON'S LIFE OF POIL.

have been brought against the anthor of the Iliad,

* doubtless adepted the religions system of his eountry ;
what is there, but the names of his agents, which Pope
not invented? IHas he not assigned them characters
operations never heard of bLefore?  Has he not, .:st'ln
given them their first poetical existence? If this is
suflicient to denominate his work original, nothing orig
ever can be written,

In this work are exhibited, in a very high degree, the

10 most engaging powers of au author. New things are n
familiar, and familiar things are made new, A race of w
people, never heard of before, is presented to us in o ma
50 clear and easy, that the reader secks for no further fu
wation, but immedintely mingles with his new acquainta
adopts their interests, and attends theic pursuits, lov.
Sylph, and detests a Gnome,  That familiar things ave n
new, every paragraph will prove.  The subject of the p
is an event bLelow the cominon incidents of commeon ]
nothing real is intraduced that i3 not seen so often as tc

0 no longer regarded : yet the whole detail of a female da
here brought before us, invested with so much art of dec
tion, that, though nothing is disguised, everything is strik
and we feel all the appetite of curiosity for that from wl
we bave a thousand times turned fastidiously away.

The purpose of the Poet is, ag he tells us, to laugh at the
Little wiguarded follics of the female scx. 1t is therefore
without justice that Dennis charges the Rape of the Lock
with the want of a moral, and for that reason sets it below
the Lautrin, which exposes the pride and discord of the

10 clergy. Perbaps neither Pope nor Boileau has made the
world much better than hie found it ; but, if they had both
succeeded, it were easy to tell who would have deserved most
from public gratitude. The freaks, and humours, and spleen;
and vanity of women, as they embroil families in discord, and
fill houses with disquiet, do more to obstruct the happiness
of life in a year than the ambition of the clergy in many
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centurien, It has Leen well observed, that the misery of man
procecds not from any single crush of overwhelming ewil,
but from small inually repeated, Itis )
by Dennis, Likewise, that the machinery is superfluous; that
by all the bustle of preternatural operation the mam event
is neither hastened nor retarded. To this charge an efficacious
auswer is not easily made The Sylphs cannot be said to
elp or to oppose; and 1t must be allowed to imply some want
of art, that their power has not been sufficiently inter.
mingled with the action. Other parts may likewise be 10
charged with want of connection ; the game at azbre might
Le epared ; but, if the Lady had lost her hair while she was
intent upon her cards, 1t might have been mferred that those
who are too fond of play will be in danger of neglecting
more ymportant interests. Those perhaps are faults; but
what are such faults to 85 much excellence !

The Epistle of Elowse to Abelard is one of the most
happy productions of human wit, the subject is 60 judiciously
chiosen, that 1t would be difficult, 1n turning over the annals
of the world, to find another which so many circumstauces 20
concur to recommend. ‘We regularly interest ourselves most
in the fortune of those who most deserve our notice, Abelard
amd Eloise were conspicuous in their days for eminence of
merit. The heart naturally loves truth. The adventures
amd misfortunes of this illustnous pur are known from
undisputed history. Their fate does not leave the mind 1n
lmpeless dejection; for they both found quiet and consolation
in retirement and pnety 8o new and so affecting 18 their
story, that it 3 and il ranges
at full Iiberty wﬂ.houb straggling mto scenes of fable, 0

The story, thus skilfully adopted, has been diligently
improved Pope has left notlung behind him, which seema
more the effect of studions perseverance and Jaborious
revisal. Here s particularly observable the curwose felicitas,

A frntful soil and careful cultisation  Here 13 no crudeness

of sense, nor aspenty of language. The sources from which
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sentiments, which have so raueh’ vigour and eflicacy, have
been drawn, arc shown to be the mystic writers by the
learned author of the Essay on the Life and Writings of
Pope; a book which teaches how the brow of Criticism wmay
be smoothed, and how she may be enabled, with all her
severity, to attract and to delight,

The train of my disquisition has now conducted me to t.hab
poetieal wonder, the trauslation of the Iliad; a perform-
ance which no age or nation can pretend to equal.  To the

10 Greeks translation was almost unkmown; it was tfotally

unknown to the inhabitants of Grecee. They had no recourse
to the barbarians for poctical beanties, but sought for every-
thing in Homer, where, indeed, there fs but little whick
they might not find.  The Italians bave been very diligent
transiators; but I can hear of no version, unless perhaps
Anguillara’s Ovid may be excepted, which is read with
eagerness. The Ilad of Salvini every reader may discover
to be punctiliously exact; but it seems to be the work of a
linguiat skilfully pedantic; and his countrymen, the proper

90 judges of its power to please, reject it with disgust.

Their predecessors, the Romans, have left some specimens
of translation behind them, and that employment must
have had some credit in which Tully and Germuuiicus
engaged ; but unless we suppose, what is perhaps true, that
the plays of Terence were versions of Menander, nothing
tranlated seems ever to have risen to high reputation. The
French, in the meridian hour of their learning, were very
laudably industrious to enrich their own language with the
wisdom of the ancients; but found themselvns ruluc\.d by

30 whatever necessity, to turn the Greek and Roman poetry

into prose. Whoever could read an author could translate
him.  From such rivals little can be feared.

The chief help of Pope in this arduous undertaking was
drawn from the versions of Dryden. Virgil had bou'owcd
much of bis imagery from Homer; and part of the debt was
now paid by his trauslator. Pope searched the pages of
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Dryden for Liappy combinations of hervie diction; but it
will pot Le detsed that he added much to what he found.
He cultisated our language with s0 much diligence and art,
that he has left in his Homer a treasure of poetial
clegances to posterity. His version wiay be said to have
tuned the Engleh tongue; for siuce its appearance uo
writer, however dcfiient 1 other powers, has wanted
melody. Such a series of lines, so elaborately corrected, and
50 sweelly rwodulated, took possession of the public ear; the
volgar was enamoured of the pocm, and the learned 10
wondered af the transtation.

But in the most general applause dwscordant voices will
always be leard It has been objuted by some, who
wish to be numbered among the sons of learning, that
Pope's version of Homer 18 not Homerical ; that it exhubits
no resemUlance of the onginal aud charactenstic manner
of the Father of Puetry, as 1t wauts his awful simpliaty,
his artless grandeur, his unaffected majesty. This can-
not be totally dented; but it must be remcmbered that
necessitas quod cogit defendst; that may be lawfully done 20
which caunot be forborne. Time and place will always
enforce regard. Tn ¢ tlus trausl Jerati
must be had of the nature of cur language, the form of our
metre, and, above all, of the change which two thousand
years hate made m the modes of Lfe and the haluts of
thought.  Virgil wrote m a language of the same general
fabric with that of Homer, in verscs of the same measure,
and in an age nearer to Homer’s time by eighteen hundred
years; 3ct he found, even then, the state of the world so
much altered, and the demand for clegance so much in- 30
creased, that mere nature would Le cndured no longer , and
perhaps, 1 the multitude of borrowed passages, very few
@a be shiown which he Lias not embellished.

There is a tune when nations, emerging from barlanty,
and falling into regular subonlination, gam lessure to grow
wisc, atl fecl the shame of ignorance, aud the craving pan
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and the ease which is so carcfully preserved is somctimes
the case of & trifler. Every art has its terms, and every
Jand of instruction its proper stybe; the gravity of common
critics may be tedious, but 13 less despncable than childish
merriment.

Of the Odyssey nothing remains to be observed: the
same general praise may be given to both translations, and
a Jarticular examination of ather would require a large
volume. The notes were wniten by Broome, who en-
deavoured, not unsuccessfully, to imitate his master. 10

Of the Dunciad the hint is confessedly taken from Dryden's
Mac Flecknoe, but the plan 13 50 enlarged and diversified
a8 justly to claim the praise of an ongnal, and affords
perhaps the best specimen that has yet appeared of personal
sitire Iudicrously pompous. That the design was moral,
whatever the author might tell esther his readers or humself,
I am not wnvinced. The first motive was the desre of
revenging the conterupt with which Theolald had treated
his Shakespeare, and 1eganung the houour which he had
lost, by crushung bis opponent. Theobald was not of Lulh 20
enough to fill a poem, and therefore 1t was necessary to find
other enemies with other names, at whose expence he mght
divert the pablic.

In this design thete was petulance and maliguity enough ;
bLut T cannot think 1t very crmmal An author places
Limself uncalled before the tribanal of Criticiom, and soliits
fame at the hazard of disgrace. Dulness or deformity are
uut culpable mn themselves, but may be very justly re-
proached when they pretend to the honour of wit or the
wiluence of beauty If bad writers were to pass without 30
reprehension, what should restrain them? wmpune deem
consumpsertt twyyens Telephus; and upon bad wnters only
will censure have much effect. The satire which biought
Theobald and Moore wto contempt, dropped mpotently
fiom Bentley, like the juveln of Priam. All truth s
valuable, and satirical enticism may be conedered as useful
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when it rectifies error and improves judgement; lie that
refines the public taste is o public benefactor. The Deauties
of this poen: are well known ; its chief faulb is the grossness
of its images. Pope and Swift had an unnatural delight in
ideas physieally impure, such as every other tongue utters
with unwillinguess, aud of which every eav shrinks from the
mention..

But even this fault, offensive as it is, may be forgiven
for the excellence of other passages; such ay the formation

10 and dissolution of Moore, the account of the Traveller,
the misfortune of the Florist, and the crowded thoughts and
stately numbers which dignify the concluding paragraph.
The alterations which have been made in the Duuciad, not
always for the better, require that it should be published,
as in the Jast collection, with all its variations.

The Essay on Man was a work of great labour and long
cousideration, but certainly not the happiest of Pope's
performances, The subject is perhaps not very proper for
poetry ; and the poet was not sufficiently master of his

20 subject; metaphysical morality was to him a new study, he
was proud of his acquisitions, and, supposing himself master
of great secrets, was in haste to teach what he had not
lewrned,  Thus he tells us, in the first Bpistle, that from the
nature of the Supreme Being may be deduced an order of
beings such as mankind, because Infinite Excellence can do
only what is best. He finds out that these beings must be
somewhere ; and that «ll the question i3 whether man be tn
@ wrong pluce. Surely if, according to the poet's Leib-
nitian reasoning, we may infer that man ought to be, ouly

30 Lecause he is, we may allow that his place is the right place,.

because he has it Supreme Wisdom is‘not less infallible in
disposing than in creating. But what is meant by somewhere,
and place, and wrong place, it had been vain to ask Pope, who
probably had never asked himself.

Having exalted himself iuto the chair of wisdow, he tells
us much that every man knows, and much that he does not
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Lnow himsclf; that we sce but hitle, and that the order of
the umverse 15 beyond our comprehension, an opinion not
very uncommen; and that there 5 a cham of subordinate
beings from wfimte to nothing, of which bimeelf and Ins
readers are equally ignorant, But he gives us one comfort,
which without his help ho supposes unattainalle, in the
position that though we are fools, yet God is wise. .
This Essay affords an egregious instance of the pred
ance of genius, the dizzlng splendour of magery, and the
seductive powers of eloguence. Never were penury of know- 10
ledge and vulgarity of sentiment so happily disguised. The
reader fecls kns mind full, though he learns nothing; and
when lie meets 1t in its new array, no longer hnows the talk
of his mother and his nuree. When these wonder-working
sounda ek into sense, and the doctrine of the Essay, dis-
robed of its ornaments, is Jeft to the powera of its naked
excellence, what shall we discover? Tlat we are, in com-
patison with our Creator, very weak and ignorant, that we
do not uphold the chiaw of existence, and that we could not
make one anotlier with more shill than we aremade  We
may learn yet more that the arts of human life were copied
from the instinctive operations of other anumals; that, 1f the
“world be made for man, 1t may be sal that man was wade
for geese. To these profound principles of natural hnowledge
are added some moral mstructions equally new, that self-
terest, well understood, will produce social concord; that
en are mutual gainers Ly mutual benelits, that ewil is
sometimey Lalanced Ly good, that human adiantages are
unstable and fallacious, of uncertain duration aud doubtful
« effect; that our true honour is, not to have a great part, but 30
1o act it well; that virtue only 18 our own, angd that happ-
nesyis alwaya in our power, Surely a man of no very com-
preliensive search may venture to say that e has heard all
tlng before, Lut 1t was never bill now recommended by such
a blaze of embLellishments, or such sweetness of melody The
vigorous contraction of some thoughts, the luxuriant amph-

2
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fication of others, the incidental illustiations, and sometimes
the dignity, sometimes the softness of the verses, enchain
p}nlosoph) , suspend eriticism, and oppress judgement by over-
powering pleasure,  This is true of many paragraphs; yet, if
1 had undertaken to exemplify Pope's felicity of composition
before u rigid eritic, I should not select the Ensay on Mau;
for it contains more lines unsuccessfully Iaboured, more
harshness of diction, and wmore thongbts imperfectly ex-
pressed, more levity without elegance, and more heaviness
without strepgth, than will easily be found in all his other
works,

The Characters of Men and Wowen are the product of
diligent speentation upon human life; wueh abour bas Leen
bestowed upon them, and Pope very seldom laboured in vain,
"That his excellence may be properly estimated, T recammend
a comparison of his Characters of Women with Boilean’s
Sative; it will then be seen with how much morve perspicacity
female nature is investigated, aud female excellence selected
and he surely i3 no mean writer to whom Boilean should

20 be found inferior. The Characters of Men however are

written with move, if not with decper, thought, aud exhibit
wany passages exquisitely beautiful.  The Gem and the
Flower will nobt easily be equalled.  In the womenw's part
are some defeets; the character of Atossa is nob so ueatly
finished as that of Clodio; and some of the female characters
may be found perbaps more frequently among men; what is
said of Philomede was true of Prior.

Iu the Epistles to Lord Bathurst and Lord Burlington,
Dr. Warburton has endeavoured to find a train of thought

30 which was never in the writer's head, and to support his

hypothesis, hys printed” that first which was published last.
In one the most valuable passage is perhaps the Eulogy
on Good Sense; and the other the Lud of the Duke of
Buckingham.,

The Epistle to Arbuthnet, now arbitrarily called the
Prologue to the Satires, is a performanee consisting, as it
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seems, of many fragments wrought into one design, which by
this uniou of scattered beautica contains more strking para-
graphs than could probably have been brought together into
an occasional work.  As there is no stronger motive to
exertion than scf-defence, no part has more clegance, spmt,
or dignity, than the poet's vindication of his own character.
The meanest passage is the satire upon Sporus,

Of the two poems which derived their names from the
year, and which are called the Elogue to the Satires, it
was very Justly remarked by Savage, that the second was in 10
the whole more strougly conceived, and more equally sup-
ported, Lut that it lad no single passages equal to the
contentron n the first for the diguity of Vice, and the cele-
bratisn of the triumph of Corruption.

The Inutations of Horace seem to have heen wnitten as
relaxatious of lis gemus This employment became his
favourite by its faclity, the plan was ready to s hand, and
nothing was requited but to accommiodate as Le could the
sentiments of an old autlor to recent facts or famlar
1mages; but what 13 easy 18 seldom excellnt; euch 1ntations 20
cannot ginve pleasure to common readers; the wan of learmng
may Le sometimes surprisud aud delighted by an unespected -
parailel; but the comparison requires hnowledge of the
origial, which will ikewise ofte n dc teet strained applications,
Between Roman umages and Englsh mabpers there will
be an ureconalable dissmnlitude, and the work will Le
generally uncouth and party coloured, neither onginal uor
translated, neither ancient nor modern.

Pope hiad, m proportions Very micely adjusted to each other,

by

all the qualities that constitute genius. He had Zneention, by 30 ~

which new trams of cvents are formed, aud new scencs of
imagery displayed, as w the Rape of the Lock, and by
which extninsic and adventitious embellishmenta and llus-
trations are contiected with a known subject, a8 in the
Essay on Cntiosm e had Imaginator, which strongly
impresses on the writer’s pund, and enables hum to convey to



the reader, the various foris of nature, incidents of life, aud
energies of passion, as in his Eloisa, Windsor Porest, and
Ethic Epistles. He had Judyement, which selects from life
or nature what the present purpose requires, and, by separ-,
ating the essence of things from its concomitants, often makes
the representation more powerful than the reality: and he
had colours of language always before him, re.\d) to decorate
his matter with every grace of clegant expression, as when
he accommodates his diction to the wonderful multiplicity
of Iomer's sentiments aud descriptions.

Poetical expression includes sound asg well as meaning:
Musie, says Dryden, s inarticulate poetry; amoug the
excellences of Pope, therefore, must be muxtmm.d the
melody of his metre. By perusing the works of Dryden,
he discovered the most perfect fabric of English verse, and
habituated himself to that only which he found the best;
in cousequence of which restraint, his poetry has been
censured as too uniformly musical, and as glutting the e’
with unvaried sweetness, I suspect this objection to Le the
cant of those who judge by principles rather than perception;
and who would even themselves have less pleasure in his
works, if he had tried to relieve attention by studied dis-
cordy, or affected to break his lines and vary his pauses.

But though he was thus careful of his versification, he did
not oppresy his powers with superttuous riguur, He seems
to have thought with Boileau, thut the practive of writing
might be refined till the difliculty should overbalance the
advantage. The construction of his langunge is not always
strictly grammatical ; with those rthymes which preseription
thad conjoined he contented himself, without regard to
Swift's remonstrances, though there was no striking con-
sonance ; nor was he very careful to vary his terminations,
or to refuse admission at a small distance to the same
rhymes. To Swift’s edict for the exclusion of alexandrines
and triplets he paid little regard; he admitted them, but,
in the opinion of Fenton, too rarely ; he uses them more
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liberally in his tranalation than lus poans. He las a few

double rhymes; and always, I think, unsaccessfully, exeept
once in the Rape of the Lock. Lxpletives he very carly
ejected from lis verses; but lie now and then admits an
epithet rather commodious than fmportant. Each of the
six firt lines of the Thiad might lose two syllables with
very littlo dinunution of the meaning ; and sometimes, after
all s art and Iabour, one verse seems to be made for the
sake of another, In Lis latter prudnctions the diction s’
sometimes vitiated by French idioms, with which Bolingbroke 10
had perhaps infected him,
I have been told that the couplet by which he declared Ina

own ear to be most gratified was this -

Lo, whera Mavtis slocps, pnd bardly flows
The frcczng Tanais through a wasto of snowa.

But the reason of this preference I cannot discover

It 18 remarked Ly Watts, that there 18 scarcely a happy
combination of words, or a phrase juetically elegant i the
English language, which Pope has not inserted into his
version of Homer Ilow lie obtained possession of so many 20
leauties of speech, 3t were desirable to hnow. That he
gleaned from authors, obwcure as well as cminent, what he
thought bniliant or useful, and preserved 1t all 1n a regular
collection, i not unlikely. When, 1 lus last years, Hall's
Satires were shown Lum, he wished that he had ecen them
BOONET

New sentimenta and new 1mages others may produce; but
to attempt auy further improvement of versification will
be dangerous, Art and diligence have now dono their best,
and what shall be adided will be the effort of tedious tail and 39
needless curiomty, After all Lhis, it is surely superfluous to
anawer the question that has once been asked, Whether
Pope was a poct, otherwise than by asking in retury, If
Pope Le not a poet, where 18 poetry to be found? To eir-
cumseribe poetry Ly a definition will only shew the narrow-
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ness of the definer, though a definition which shall exclude
Pope will not ecasily be made. Let us look round upon the
present time, and back upon the past; let us enquire to
whom the voice of mankiud has decreed the wreath of

poctry ; lot their productions be examined, and theiv claims

stated, and the pretensions of Pope will be no more dis-
puted. Had he given the world oily his version, the name
of poet must have been allowed him : if the writer of the
Tliad were to class his successors, he would assign a very

10 high place to his translator, without requiring any other

evidence of Genius.

The following letter, of which the original is in the hands
of Lord Hardwicke, was communicated to me by the kinduess
of Mr. Jodvell 1~

“To Mu. Bringes, at the Bishop of Londow’s at Fulham,

“Sir,—The favour of your Letter, with your Remarks, can
never be enough acknowledged; and the speed with which
you discharged so troublesome a task doubles the obligation,

“I must own yon have pleased me very much by the

20 commendations so i1l bestowed upon me; but, I assure you,

much more by the frankness of your censure, which I ought

_ to take the more kindly of the two, as it i3 more advantage

to a scribbler to Le improved in his judgement than to be
soothed in his vanity. The greater part of those deviations
from the Greek, which you have observed, I was led into by
Chapman and Hobbes; who are (it scems) as much celebrated
for their knowledge of the original, as they are decryed for
the badness of their translations, Chapman pretends to
have restored the genuine sense of the author, from the

30 mistakes of all former explainers, in several hundred places:
- and the Cambridge editors of*the large Homer, in Greek and

Latin, attributed so much to Hobbes, that they confess they
have corrected the old Latin interpretation very often by
his version. For my part I generally took the author's
meaning to be as you have explained it ; yet their authority,
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joined to the hunowledge of my own imperfectness in the
language, over-ruled we, However, sir, Jou may be con-
fident T thunk you 1n the right, because you happen to be
of my opinion : for men (let them say what they will) never
approve any othcr’s sense, but as it squares with thear own.
But you have made me nuch more proud of, and positive in
my jud, since 1t 18 hened Ly yours I think
*your enticsma, which regard the exprossion, very just, and
shall make my profit of them; to give you some proof that
I am in earnest I will alter three vemes on your bare 10
objection, though I have Mr. Dryden’s example for each of
them. And thig, I Lope, you will account uo small piece of
oledience, from one who values the authority of cne true
peet above that of twenty cnitics or commentators.  Lut,
though T speak thus of commentators, I will continue to
read earefully all I can procure, to make up, that way, for
my own want of critical undorstasling o the origial
beauties of Humer. Though the graatest of them are ecr-
tainly those of the Tnvention and Destgn, which are not at all
confined to the language for the dutinguishing excellcuces
of Hotner are (by the consent of the lest cntics of all
nations) first in the manners, (which includeall the speeches, |
a8 being no other than the representations of cach purson’s
manners by his words ) and then in that rapture and fire,
which carries you away with lum, with that wonderful force,
that no man who has a true puctical spint is master of himaelf,
while he rcads hiw,  Homer makes you mtervsted and con-
cerned before you are aware, all at once, whercas Virgl does
it by noft degrees. This, I believe, 18 what a tranolator of
Homer ought pnnaipally to imitate ; and 3t 13 very hard for 20
any translator to come up to it, Lecause the chief reaswn
why all translationa fall short of their onginals 1, that the
very constraint they are olliged to, renders them Leavy and
dispinted
“The great beauty of Homer's language, as 1 tale i,
consista in that noble simpliaty which runa through all lus
-

s

AN
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works; (and yet his diction, contrary to what one would
imagine consistent with simplicity, is at the same time very
copious). L dow't know how I have run into this pedantry
in u letter, but I find I have said too much, as well as
spoken too inconsiderately; what farther thoughts I have
upon this subject, I shall be glad to communicate to you (for
uty own improvement) when we meet; which is a happiness
I very earnestly desire, ns I do likewise some opportunity of
proving how much { think wyself obliged to your friendship,

10 and how truly I am, sir,

“ Your most faithiful humnble servaut,
“ A, Pore.”

The eriticism upon Pope's Epitaphs, which was printed in
The Visitor, is placed here, being too minute and particular
to be inserted in the Life.

Every Art is best taught by example. Nothing contributes
more to the cultivation of propriety than remarks on the
works of those who have most excelled. T shall therefore
endeavour, at this visi, to entertain the youny students in

90 poetry with an examination of Pope's Epitaphs.

To define an epitaph is useless; every one knows that it is
an inseription on a tomb,  An epitaph, therefore, implies no
particular character of writing, but may be composed in
verse or prose. It is indeed commonly panegyrical, because
we are seldom distinguished with a stone but by our friends;
but it has no rule to restrain or mollify it, except this, that it
ought not to be longer than common beholders may be
expected to have leisure and patience to peruse.

L
On Cuarves, Zarl of Dorser, in the Church of Wythyham
30 in Sussex.

B

Dorset, the grace of courts, the Muse’s pride,
Patron of arts, and judge of nature, dy’d,
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The scourge of pride, though sanctilyd or graat,

Of fops 1n learning, and of knaves in state;

Yet soft in nature, though severe hus lay,

Hus anger moral, and Lis wisdom gay. -
Blest satyrut! who touch'd the mean 6o true,

As show'd Vice had his hate and paty too. N
Dlest conrtier! who could Ying and country pleass,

Tet nacrod kept bus friendalisp, and hus ense.

Plest peer! Lis great forelathers every grace.

Reflecting, and reflected on bux race; 10
‘Where other Buckburats, other Dorscts shine,

And patnota still, or poets, deck the Lne

The first distich of this epitaph containa a kind of inform-
ation which few would want, that the man for whom the
tomb waa erected died, There are indeed some qualities
worthy of praise ascribed to the dead, but none that were
Tikely to exempt Ium from the lot of man, or incline us
much to wonder that he should die. What 15 meant by
Judge of nature, 15 not eawy to say. Nature is not the
olject of human judgement; for it is vaw to judge where 20
we cannot alter.  If Ly nature 1s meant, what iz commonly
called nature by the critics, a just representation of things
really existing, aud actions really performed, nature cannot
be properly opposed to are; nature Leing, in this sense, only
the best effect of art.

The sourge of pride—

Of this couplet, the second line is not, what is intended,
an illustration of the former  Pride, 1n the Great, is indeed
well enough connected with knaves 1 state, though
Inaves is a word rather too ludicrous and hight; but the 30
mention of sanctificd pnde will not lead the thoughts to
Jops 1n learning, but rather to ome species of tyranny or
oppreasion, something more gloomy and more formidable

than foppery.
Yet s0ft his nature— /('\
18
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This is a high compliment, but was not first bestowed on
Dorset by Pope. The next verse is extremely beautiful

Blest satyrist -

In this distich is another line of which Pope was not
he author. I do not mean to blame these imitations with
meh harshness; in long performances they are scarcely to
eavoided, and in shorter they may be indulged, because the
rain of the composition may naturally involve them, or the
cantiness of the subject allow little choice. However, what
s borrowed is not to De enjoyed as our own; and it i»
he business of critical justice to give every bird of the
JTuses his proper feather.

Blest courtier '—

Whether a courtier can properly be commended for keep-
ng his ease saered, may perhaps be disputable. To please
ling and country, without sacrificing friendship to any
thange of times, was a very uncommmon instance of prudence
i felicity, and deserved to be kept separate from so poor a
ommendation as care of his ease, I wish our poets would
ittend a little more accurately to the use of the word sucred,
vhich surely should mever be applied in a serious com-
»osition but where some reference may be made to a higher
Seing, or where some duty is exacted or implied. A man
nay keep bis friendship sacred, becanse promises of friend-
ship are very awful ties; but methinks he cannot, but in
+ burlesque sense, be said to keep his ease sacred.

Blest peer !

The blessing ascribed to the peer has no connection with
his peerage: they might happen to any other man whose
ancestors were remembered or whose posterity were likely
to be regarded.

I know not whether this epitaph be worthy either of
the writer or the man entombed.
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n

On Sir WiLLias TRusBAL, one of the Principal Secretarics
of Stats to King Witvias XIL, who, haring resigued lus
Place, disd in his retirement at Basthamated in Derlshire,
1716,

A plensing form, & firm, yet cautious mind,
Sincere, though prudent; constant, yet resym'ds
Ifonour unchanged, a prinuiple profest,

Fix'd to one side, bub moderate to the rest;
An loneat courtier, yot o patnot too,

Just to his prince, and to bis country too; 10
Fl'd with the senso of age, the fire of youth, .
A scom of wrangling, yet & zcal for trutlis

A generous faith, from superstition free;

A lovo to pence, and Late of tyranny;

Huch this mon was; who now, from carth remov'd,

At length enjoys that hberty he lovid.

In this epitaph, as in many others, there appears, at the
first view, a fault which I think scarcely any beauty can
compensate. Tho name 18 omitted,  The end of an epitaph
in to convey some account of the dead; and to what pur- 20
pose is anythmg told of Mm Whose nuame 15 concealed?
An epataph, and a hustory, of a nameless hero, are equally
absurd, since the virtues and gualities so recounted in either
are scattered at the mercy of fortune to be appropriated by
guess, ‘The name, 1t is true, may be read upon the stone;
but what obligation has 1t to the poct, whose verses wander
over the carth, and leave thewr subject behind them, and
who 18 forced, like an unskilful parater, to make his purpase
kuown by adventitious help? This epitaph is wholly with-
out clesation, and contamns nothing striking or particular; 30
hut the poet is not to Le blamed for the defects of his subject.
He sad perhaps the Lest that coudd be said  Thero are,
however, sme defects which were not made necessary by
the character m wlich he was cmployed.  There 18 no
opposition betweun an hovest courtier and a patriot; for an
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honest courtier caunot but be a putriot. It was unsuifable
to the nicety required in short compositions to close his
verse with the word tos; every rhyme should be a word
of emphasis; nor can this rule be safely neglected, exeept
‘where the length of the poem makes slight inaccuracies
excusable, or allows room for beautics sufficient to overpower
the effects of petty faults.
At the beginning of the seventh line the word filled is
weak and prosaic, having no particular adaptation to any of
10 the words that follow it. The thought in the last line is
impertinent, having no connexion with the foregoing char-
. acter, nor with the condition of the man described. Had the
epitaph been written on the poor conspirator, who died
lately in prison, after a confinement of more than forty years,
without any crime proved against him, the sentiment had
been just and pathetical; but why should Trumbal be con-
gratulated upon his liberty who had never known restraint?

.

Iy,

On the Hon. Siyvox Harcourr, only son of the Lord Chancellor
Harcourn, at the Clurch of Stunton-Hurcourt in Oxford-
20 shire, 1720.

To this sad shrine, whoe’er thou art, draw near,
Here lics the friend most lov'd, the son most dear;
Who neer kuew joy, but friendship might divide,
Or gave his father grief but when he dicd.

How vain is reason, eloguence how weak!

If Pope must tell what Harcourt canuot speak.

Oh let thy once loved friend inscribe thy stone,
And with a father's sorrows mix his own!

This epitaph is principally remarkable for the artful

30 introduction’ of the name, which is inserted with a peculiar
felicity, to which chanee must coneur with genius, which no
man ean hope to attain twice, and which cannot be copied
but with servile imitation. I cannot but wish that, of this
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inscription, the two last Lines had been omntted, as they
take away from the euergy what they do not add to the sense.

.
On Jaues Cracas, Ezq, in Westminster Abbey.
JACOLYVB CRAGGS,
BLGI MAGNAE LRITANNIAR A SECHETIS
ET CONCILIIS BANCTIORIBYS,
PHINCIFIS PARITER AC POFVLI ANOR KT DELICIAR:
VIXT TITSLI$ KT INFIDIA NAIOR
ANNOS HEV PAVCOS, XXXV
OB. FEB, XVI MDOCXX. 10
Btateaman, yeb {riend to trutht of soul mnccre,
In action faithful, and in honour clear !
Who broke no promuse, sered no private end,
‘Whe gain'd no title, and who lost no fnend;
Ennolled by himacll, by all approvid,
Praised, wept, and honour'd by tke Muse be lovid.

The hnea on Craggs were not engally wtended for an
epitaph; aud thercfore some faults are to be imputed to the
violence with which they are torn from the poem that first
contained them. We may, howeser, observe some defects 20
There 13 a redundancy of wonds m the first couplet: it is
superfluous to tell of lhim, who was sincere, true, aud fauthful
that hie was 1n Aonour clear. There sects to be an opposition
mtended iu the fourth line, which 1a not very obvious where
is the relation Lctween the two pomtions, that he ganed no
title and lost no friend?

It ruay be proper here to remark the absurdity of joining,
in the sawe iscription, Latin and English, or verse and
prose. 1f either language be prefcrable to the other, let
that only Le used ; for no reason can be given why part of 30
the information should be gisen in one tougue, and part in
auuther, on a tomb, more than tn any other place, or any
othir oceasion, and to tell alt that can be convemently told
in verse, and then to call i the help of prose, has always the

v
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appearance of a very artless expedient, or of an atten.pr
unaccomplished.  Such an epitaph resembles the conversation
of @ foreiguer, who tells part of his meaning by words, and
conveys part by signs,

v.
Tntended for Mr. Rows, in Westinster Abbey.

Thy reliques, Rowe, to this fair urn we trust,

And sacred, place by Dryden’s awful dust:
Beneath a rude and nameless stoue he lies,

To which thy tomb shall guide inquiring eyes.

10 Peace to thy gentle shade, aud endless rest!

Blest in thy genius, in thy love too blest;

One grateful woman to thy fame sapplies

What a whole thankless land to his denies,

Of this inseription the chief fault is, that it belongs less to
Rowe, for whom it was written, than to Dryden, who was
buried near him; and indeed gives very little information
concerning either.

To wish Peace to thy shade is too mythological to be
admitted into a christian temple: the ancient worship has

20 infected almost all our other cowpositions, and might there-
fore be contented to spare our epitaphs. Let fiction, at least,
cease with life, and let us be serious over the grave.

Vi
On Mrs. Corner, who died of « Cancer tn her Dreust.

Hero rests o woman, good without pretence,
Blest with plain reason, and with sober sense;
No conquest she, but o'er herself, desi’d;
No arts essay’d, but not to be admir'd.
Passion and pride were to ber soul unknown,
Convinced that Virtue only is our own.
30 So unaffected, so compos’d a mind,
Ro firm, yet soft, so strong, yet so refin’d,
Heaven, ns its purest gold, by tortures try'd s
The saint sustained, but the woman dy'd.
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I have always considered this as the moot valuable of all
Pope’s epitapha; the subject of 1t is a character not dis-
criminated by any shining or eminent peculianties ; yet that
which really makes, though not the splendour, the felicity of
e, and that which every wise man will choose for Lis final
and lasting companion in the languor of age, in the quiet of
privacy, when he dparts weary and disgusted from*the
ostentatious, the solatile, and the vain. OF such a character,
which the dull uverlook, and the gay despise, it was fit that
the value should be made Lnown, and the dignity established. 10
Domestic virtue, as 1t is exerted without great occasions, or
€ONAPICUOIA Coller]Uenices, in ank even unnoted tenor, required
the genius of Pops to display it in such a manner as might
attract regand, and enforce reverence.  Who can forbear to
lanuent that this amiable woman has no name in the verses?
If the particular hnes of thes inscription be examined, 1t will
appear less faulty than the rest.  There 1s scarce one line
taken from common places, unless 1t be Lhat . which ealy
Virtue s g1l to be onr own. T once heard a Lady of great
heauty and excellence object to the fourth line, that it con- 20
tained an unnatural and meredible panegyrie. Of this let
the Ladies judge.

Vi

On the Monument of the Hon. Ropent Dicey, and of Jus Suter
Magy, erected by their Father the Lord DioBy, in the
Clurch of Sherborne 1n Dursetshare, 1727

Go! fair example of untamted youth,
Of molest wislom, and pacts truth
Compon'd 10 sufenngs, and 1o joy sedate,
Good without nuse, without pretessicn great
Just of thy word, in every thought sincere, 2
Who knew no wish but what the world might bear:
Of softcat manpers, unaflected mund,
Lover of peace, sud fnend of bumsn kind:
Co, live! for heaven's eternal year 1 tlane,
Go, and exalt thy mortal to Winae.
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And thou, blest maidt attendant on his doom,
Pensive hast follow’d to the silent tomb, .
Steer’d the same course to the same quiet shore.
Not parted long, and now to part no more!

Go, then, whero only bliss sincere is kuown!
Go, where to love and to enjoy are one!l

Yet take these tears, Mortality’s relief,

And, til} we share your joys, forgive our gricf:
These little rites, a stone, & verse receive,
*Tis all a father, all a friend can givet

This epitaph contains of the brother only a general indis-
criminate character, and of the sister tells nothing but that
she died, The difficulty in writing epitaphs is to give a
particular and appropriate praise. This, however, i3 not
always to be performed, whatever be the diligence or ability
of the writer; for, the greater part of mankind kave no
character at all, have little that distinguishes them from
others equally good or bad, and therefore nothing can be said
of them which may not be applied with equal propriety to a

20 thousand more. It is indeed no great panegyrie, that there

is inclosed in this tomb one who was born in one year, and
died in another; yet many useful and amiable lives have
been spent, which vet leave little materials for any other
nmemorial. These are however not the proper subjects of
poetry ; and whenever friendship, or any other wmotive,
abliges a poet to write on such subjects, he must.be forgiven
if he sometimes wanders in generalities, and utters the same
praises over different tombs,

The scantiness of human praises can scarcely be made

30 more apparent, than by remarking how often Pope has, in

the few epitaphs which he composed, found it necessary to °
borrow from himself. The fourteen epitaphs, which he has
written, comprise about an hundred and forty lines, in which
there are more repetitions than will easily be found in all
the rest of his works. In the eight lines which make the
character of Dighy, there is scarce any thought, or word,

.



1 may not be found wn the other epitaphs. The ninth
vlcl 13 far the etrongest and most elegant, is borrowed
Dryden, The conclusion is the same with that on
urt, but is here wore elegant and better connected,

i
 Sir Goorrey KNLLLER, in Westminster Albey, 1723,

Xoeller, by heaven, aod ot a master, taught,
Whone srt was nature, snd whoss picturcs thought ;
Now for two 83k having enatch’d frem fate
Whate'er waa beautcous, or whate'sr was greal,
Lies crown'd with Y'rinces honours, I'octs lays,
Dus to his ment, snd brave thirst of prave.

Lising, groat Natura fear'd he might outvie
Her worka, and dyng, fears hersell may dic.

this epuaph the first couplet 18 good, the second not
he third 1s dcformed wath a broken metaphor, the word
ed ot bemy spplicable to the honours or the lays, and
urth 1s not only borrowed from the epitaph on Raphadd,
f very harsh construstion

x
Ceneral Henny Withgns, sn Westmingter JAbbey, 1729,
Hers, Withers, rest! thou bravest, gentlost nund,
Thy country’s friend, Lut more of burman lnd.
0! burn to srms! Q1 worth in youth spproved !
01 soft humanity in ago belov'd!
Fur thee the hardy viteran drops 8 tear,
And the gay couttier feels the mgh mnccre.
Withers, adieu’ set not with tlce remove
Thy martial sjarit, or thy socid love!
Amidsh corruption, Iuzury, and rage,
Sull leave somo sncient virtues to our age!
Nor It us say (those Eoghsh glories gope)
The last true Dnton lies beneath thus atone

e cpitaph on Withers affords another mstance of com-
places, though sctuew bat diversificd by wingled qualities,

30
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and the peculiarity of a profession. The second couplet is
abrapt, general, and unpleasing ; exclamation seldom succeeds
in our language; and, I think, it may be observed that the
particle O! used at the beginning of a sentence, always
offends. The third couplet is more bappy; the value ex-
pressed for him, by diferent sorts of wmen, raises him’ to
esteem ; there is yob something of the conumon cant of super-
ficial satirists, who suppose that the insincerity of a courtier
destroys all his sensations, and that he is equally & dis-
) sembler to the living and the dead. At the third couplet I
should wish the epitaph to close, but that I should be
unwilling to lose the two next lines, which yet ave dearly
bought if they cannot be retained without the four that
follow them.

X.
On Mr. Brsan Fexvoy, at Lusthamsted i Berkshire, 1730.

This modest stone, what few vain marbles can,

May truly say, Ilere lics an honest mans

A poct, blest beyond the poet’s fate,

Whom Heaven kept sacred from the Proud and Greats
0 Foe to loud praise, and friend to learned ease,

Content with science in the vale of peace.

Calmly he look’d on cither life, and here

Saw nothing to regret, or there to fear;

From nature’s temperate feast roso satisfy'd,

Thonl'd Heaven that he had livid, and that he dy’d.

The first couplet of this epitaph is borrowed from Crashaw.
The four next lines contain a species of praise peculiar,
original, and just. Here, therefore, the inscription should
bave ended, the latter part containing nothing but what is

10 common to every man who is wise and good. The character
of Fenton was so amiable, that I cannot forbear to wish for
some poet or biographer to display it more fully for the
advantage of posterity. If he did not staud in the first rank
of genius, he may claim a place in the second ; and, whatever
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criticiam may ubject to his writings, censure cunld find vory

fittle to Llame io tos life.  ©

X1
On Mr. Gar, s Weatmirater dbey, 1732

Of manouss gentle, of affections mild
Ia wit, & man; sunpbaty, & ctald:
With patrs Lamour tanpenng Virtuous rage,
Form'l to delizht st once and lash the age:
Above temptation in » low etate,
And uneorrupted, ers amng the Great
A safe companion and an easy friend,
Unblam'd through Life, lamented 1a tby end,
‘These sre Why Lonours! not that kere thy Lust
1n mix'd with hetoes, of with kiogs iby dust;
Bat that the Worthy and the Good shall sy,
Strkiog their peanre bosoms—Here lies GAT.

As Gay was thie favounte of cur author, this epitaph was

probably wntten with an uncommon degree of attention; yet

1t 13 not more succesafully executed than the rest, for 1t will
not alway g happen that the success of a poet 18 proportionate
to his labour.  The same olmervation may be extended to alf 20
works of imagination, which are often induenced by causes
wholly out of the perforiuce’s power, by hints of which Le
perieives pot the origin, by sudden elevations of mind which
he capnot produce i hisd!f, aud wlhich sometimes nse when
he expects them lant. The two parts of the first line are
only echives of each other, gentle manners aud suld afections,

if they mean anything, wust mean the same.

That Gay was a man s wit 13 3 very fngid comisendation,
to kave the wit of 2 man e nat much for 2 poet. The wat of
man, and the simpliaaty of o child, male a poor and vulgar 30
wuntrast, and raise no wleas of excellence, either intellectual

or moral.

In the pext couplet ruge 13 lens properly mtroduced after
the mention of sulidness and gentleness, which are made the
conatituents of s character  for a man wo wild and gende 1o

e
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temper his rage was not difficult. The next line is in-
harmonious in its sound, and mean in its conception ; the
opposition is obvious, and the word lush used absolutely,
and without any modification, is gross aud improper. To be
above templation in poverty, and free from corruption anwony
the Great, is imleed such a peeulinrity as deserved notice.
But to be a safe companion is a praise mevely negative,
arising not from possession of virtue, but the absence of vice,
and that one of the most odious,

10 As little can be added to his character, by asserting that
he was lamented in his end. Every man that dies is, at least
by the writer of his epitaph, supposed to be lamented, and
therefore this general lamentation does no honour to Gay.

The first eight lines have no grammar ; the adjectives are
without any substantive, and the epithets without a subject.
The thought in the last line, that Gay is buried in the
bosoms of the worthy and good, who are distinguished only to
lengthen the line, is so dark that few understand it ; and so
harsh, when it is explained, that still fewer approve,

XI1.

2 20 Iutended for Sir Isasc Newrox, in Westminster Abbey
4
’ Issacus NEWTONIUS :
Quem Immortalem
Testantur, Tempus, Natura, Calunt :
Mortalem hoc marmor fatetur.
Nature, and Nature’s laws, lay hid in night,

God said, Let Newton be/ And all was light.

_ Of this epitaph, short as it is, the faults seem not to be

-very few. Why part should be Latin, and part English, it

- is not easy to discover. In the Latin the opposition of

30 fmmortalis and Mortalis, is o mere sound, or a mere guibble;

he is not Zmmortal in any sense contrary to that in which he

is mortal. In the verses the thought is obvious, and the
words night and light are too nearly allied. .
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L .
On Eouusp Dule of Beckisanax, who died in the 19th Fear
of kix Age, 1735,
If modest youth, with cool refleetion crown'd,
And cvery opening wirtue hlooming round,
Coold save a parent’s justest pride from fate,
Or 8dd one painot to a swlng state;
‘This weepang marble had not ssk'd thy tesr,
Or sadly told how many hopes hie Lere !
“The hiving victus now had shone spprovil,
The wenato Leard bim, and L country lov'd )
Yet softer honours, and less nowy fame,
Attend the shisle of gontle Duckingham;
o whom & race, for courage fam'd and art,
Endu a the milder mont of the heart.
And cluefs or sages long to Butain given,
Taya the last tnbute of 5 sunt te beaven,

Thus epitaph Mr. Warburton prefers to the yest, but §
Laow not for what reasun  To erowen with reffection 13 surely ,
& maode of specch approaching to nonseuse  Opening rirtucs
Wooming round 18 something hle tantology, the six:
following lines are poor and prosaic  .ir¢ 15 in another
couplet used for arts, that a rhyme may be had to Aeart.
The six last linea are the best, but not excellent.

‘The rest of lus sepulchral performances hardly deserve the
notice of criticism  The contemptible Dialogue Letween He
and Sho should have been suppressed for the authors sake.

In hua last epitaph on lumself, in which he attempts to Le
jocular upon vhe of the few things that make wise men
scrious, be confounds the hving man with the dead .

' Under this stone, or soder ths sill, 3
Or under this turf, ete

When a man 1 once buned, the question, under what Le
is buried, 13 casly deerded 1o forgot that thangh he wroto
the epitaph 10 o state of uncertanty, yet it could niot hie laid
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over him till his grave was made. Such is the folly of wit
when it is ill employed.

The world has but little new; cven this wretchedness .
seems to have been borrowed from the following tuneless
lines:

Ludovici Areosti hwmantur ossa

Sub hoc marmore, vel sub hae humo, seu
Sub quicquid voluit benignus hwres
Sive harede benignior comes, seu
Opporfunius incidena Viator:

Nam scire haud potuit futura, sed nee
Tanti erat vacuum sibi cadaver

Ut utnam cuperct parare vivens,
Vivens ista tamen sibi paravit, |

Qune inseribi volnit suo sepulehro
Olim si quod haberet is sepulchrum,

Surely Ariosto dild not venture to expect that his trifle
would have ever bad such an illustrious imitator.



. P . - .
U S
fo supportcrs of the Yarliament. ¢ b, p.)

1.11. This, apd this only, 18 told by Pope. Johnson in
relying hero (@) on a jassage in Pope's Epmde fo Aviuthnot,
{8 on one of Pope's own nowa w that Lpistle, and (¢) on a
communicaion made by Fope to Spence . But he has mis
Enoml this last sotbonity, and e glven a wrong date for the

irth of the poet. **Mr Iope was born on the 2lst day of
May, 1653 (Spence, p. 196}

“Of gentle Llood (part shed in Honour's cause,
While yet 1 Britain Honour had applause)
Each parent sprong.”
Pope, Epinle to Arbuthnot (Globe edition, p 2831
Johnson bas reproduced the note almost textoally, except that
he has suppressed the fact that the son of Mr. Turner mentioned
third was the eldest, Compare the note Lelow, on p 3, L

L 14, whether in 2 shop or on the Exchange whether as a
tradeaman or & me: [The Exchange, tn Comnhll, fint
Duilt in 1566-1367, was & market with shops of all descriptions.

tar it became a meeting place for merchants of all nations, and
contained the officts of vanous important trading companies.
«or])

L 13 1 Mr Tyers tld. oo the acthority of Mrs Racket.
This Mrs. Racket was the poct's half siater, but it 1 oot certain
whether she w the daughter by a previous marriage of Pope's
father or of Ins mother  Mr Thomas Tycrs was a friend of
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Jol s, who published biographical sketches of Addison, Pope,
ag({nfﬁ:{msmx l\li)msclf. Seo Boswell's Life of Johnson (Globe
edition, p. 4758).

Page 2, 1. 1. Being not sent early to schoal, ete. “ His first
education was extremely loose and disconcerted, He began to
learn Latin and Greek together (us is customary in the schools of
the Jesaits, and which he seemed to think o good way) under
Banister, their family priest, who, he said, was living about two
years ago at Sir Harry Tichborne's. He then learned his
accidence at Twiford, where he wrote a satire on some faults of
his master. He was then, a little while, at dIr. Deaw’s seminary
at Marylebone, and some time under the same, after he removed
to Hyde Park Corner.  After this he tanght himself both Greek
and Latin.  *I did uot follow the grammar;-but rather hunted
in the suthors for a syatax of my own, and then began translat-
ing any parts that pleased me particularly in the best Greek and
Lutin poets; and by that means formed my taste, which, I think,
verily, about sixteen, was very near as good as it is now.””—
Speuce, writing from information supplied by Pepe in 1742
{p. 195). Johnson takes the name Taverner, for the priest who
was Pope's tutor, from Ruffhead, who published o Life of Pape
in 1769, There may, of course, have been two priests,

1. 7. [a Romish priest. In consequence of the laws against
Roman Catholics, Pope was excluded from the ordinary schools.
¢, D.P.]

1. 10. {John Ogilby (1600-1676) translated both Virgil and
Homer. c.p.Pr.] .

L 11 [Sandys (1577-1644), besides books on travel, published
o translation of Ovid's Metamorphoses (1626). c. b, 1.}

. L 24, [Ajax, one of the heroes who fought against Troy. Ha
is represented as second only to Achilles in bravery. ¢ b, p.}

L 28. [lampoon, a scurrilous satire in writing. ¢ p. r.]
1 32. that he *“lisp'd in numbers.”

“Why did T write? what sin to me unknown
Dipt me in ink, my parents’, er my ewn?
As yet a child, nor yet a fool to Fame,
1 lisp’d in numbers, {or the numbers came.
I lett no calling for this idle trade,
No duty broke, no father disobey'd.
The Muse but serv’d to ease sowme iriend, not Wife,
To help we thro' this long disease, my Life,
Ta second, Arbuthnot ! thy Art and Care,
And teach the Being you preserv’d, to bear.

Epistle to Arbathuot.”
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L 35 [Pindar (B.C, 522442}, tha greatest Iyric poet of Greece,
commenced bis careee a4 & poet at a viry early age. D P.]

Page 3,1 2. the rudden blast, the ruin that suddesly over-
took the' prospenity wlich tha Lapists had enjoyed’ under
Jamen 1L~ [The cilect of the Revolution on the hicpes of the
Catholics 1a shown in the terms of the Duclaration of Rights,
nu,cpuid by Willam of Orange befors his acceasion {16S9)
(%% ) .

L 3 (Binfeld, a sillage about nine miles from Windsor, and
near the south-west border of the Forest. ¢, p.

L 6. he found 1o better uss than that of locking it up in a
chest.  This statcment 18 taken from Ruffhead. Carputhers has
shown that it must Le pure fiction. **Besides Binficld, the elder
Yope posscssed property at Windsham, or Windlesham, 1a the

. . !

L 13. Tully's Offices, Cicero’s De Officiis.

1. 6. obliging him to corTect his performances, ete. “*Mr.
] [ . .

- . - -t v n

e gy g By e e —eavee m o cone s e i
them. ~*'These are not good Thimes’; for that was my husband's
word for verses” (spence, from Mr Pope’s mother, p. G).
Johuson 18 quoting Warburton, who, in & hote on the pussage
from the Kpwutle to Arbuthnot given above, tella this story, but
makes the last part of 1t read, *when they wero to lus mind, be
took great pleasure 10 them, and would say, * These are good
rhymes'”

L 29 he scon distinguished the versification of Dryden “I
Jearned versification wholly from Dryden's works; who
1mproved 1t much beyond any of our former poets; and would,
prolably, bate brought it to it perfection, had not he been
unhappily obliged to write %0 aften m hasto®* (Pope, in Space,
p212)

Page 4, L. 7. [Cowley (1618 1687}, a poet and writer of essays.
e wrote much in support of the Restorntion His Poefical
"louoviu was published when he was 1 his fifteenth jear
.. P,

L 17, (more ‘The language of Chancer
(1323.1400) contained many worda and exprcasions which had
Lenme obsolete, and consequently umntelligible.  The two
works here mentioned are u{(n from the Cantertury Tales of
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* 1 2L-[wiys. ‘This would be in 1715 Steele in his first
Tutler {April, 1709) says, “This place (Will's coffec-house) is
very much nitered since Mr. Dryden frequented it, where you
used to see Songs, Epigrams, and Satires in the hands of every
man, you have now onTy a pack of cards.” .c.p. 2] -

1. 22, [Convent Garden {now Covent Garden) was so called
from the tradition that the garden belonged to the abbots and
monks of Westminster, who used it purtly as their kitchen
garden. . p. 2]

Page 8§, 1. 8. [Touson, JacoD, commenced business as a book-
seller in 1678, He was Dryden’s publisher, and for several years
published an annual Miscellany containing various translations
and oviginals. ©.b. r.}

1. 9. [Philips, Ambrose (born 1671}, was a great friend of Addi.
gon, who praised his works in the Spectator. ¢ D. 1.}

1. 15, being praised by Addison in the Spectator. In No. 233,
20th December, 1711,

1 17. enraged Demnis, **who,” he says, *found himself
attacked,” ete. The attack is in 1l 585-8 af the poem:

“Pyere well might critics still this freedom take,
But Appins reddens at each word you speak,
And stares, tremendous, with a threat’ning eye,
Like some fierce Tyrant in old tapestry.”

’

“This pieture was taken to himself by John Dennis, o furious
old critic by profession, who, upon no other provocation, wrote
against this Essay and its author iu 2 manner perfectly lunatic;
for, a3 to the mention made of him in v, 270: :

{* Discours’d in terms ags just, with looks us sage,
As e'er could Dennis of the Grecian stage.’}

he took it as a compliment, and said it was treacheronsly meant
to overlook this abuse of his person” (Pope’s note on the
passage).

L. 31. an appetite to talk too frequently of his own virtues.
Compare the passage below at p. 50, 1. 22,

Page 9, L 3. asufficiency. What we now call self-su(ﬁciency,
an overweening estimate of one’s own abilities,

L 6. he is under the rod. He is a pupil i
art of eriticism. PUpt, nof & master, in the

L 23. [bulls, blunders, accidental contradiction of te
which the Irish are provérhinl. See 1. 28 beh;?w. c(.) D.eil;.r?  for
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P-‘La 10, L. 7. as a doutle foll to his persoa and capacity.’
As fitted by the foroe of contrast o cmphasize his P
of person and of mind. *The very bow of the Gel of Love,”
two hines below, 18 & spiteful rifureace to Pope's phymcal
deformity,

. {foll, that which is used as a contraat in order to show some-
thing clse to adrantage. ¢ . r.]

L 8. {Sonninghill i a few miles east of Binfield, and Oakingham
(now Wokingham) a few miles to the west. Buth arn well knowa
viltagos on the road from London s Bath. . b. £.]

[sguab. Sce Johnson's description of Pope's fizure on p, 4.
RS AT

1. 9. {the very bow. ‘nm n(m u» his curved back, and is an
example of Densls's * dilicacy.” c. D. P.]

L 12 bag he beem born of Greclan parents, cle.  Among
some Greck commuoities the new-lorn chld was, in accord
ance with the Jaw, laid at the fect nf the father, whose
right 1t was to decida whether 1t should Le allowed to live
or Dot.

L 27. he 414 pot expect the aick, beca: cte.
Tlu: quuhhun 15 {rom a letter to CAr)lL July 19, l." * or

1. 23, the zealods papists thought the monks, et In 1t LSt

600 of the poun,

“ Learning and Rome slike 1n empire grew :
And ,\ru etull fullow’d where hier cagles tlew -
From the samo fus, at last, bath felt thar doom,
. And the same age saw Liarning fall, and Rome
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"At length Erasmus, that [%rcat injur’d name,
{TThe glory of the Priesthoad, and the shamel)
Stemun’d the wild torvent of a barbrous age,
And drove those holy Vandals off the stage.”

Erasmus (born 2t Rotterdam, 1467; died ot Basle, 1536) was the
greatest scholar of his age. He incurred much obloquy by his
attempts to induce the uuthoritics of the Romwn Church to
accept some of the reforms, the refusal of which dreve Luther
out of the Church.

Page 11, 1. 4. commented by Dr. Warburten Warburto,n
{1695-1779), who was afterwards Bishop of Gloueester, was Pope’s
literary executor. **Comument’ is here used as a transitive
verb, a construction which is not permissibie now.

L 15. [Hooker, Richard, u clergyman of Elizabeth’s reigi
His chief work was on the Laws gf &cclesiastical Polity. ¢ . v.]

1 19. [coneatenation, n series of ideas joined together like the
links of a chain {Lat. catena, o chain). ¢. b, v}

1 21. [equally speclous, just as plausible, and apparently
natural and accurate, €. p.7.}

1. 31. In the Spectator. Of May 14, 1712, No. 378,

{The Messiah. This poem was based partly on the prophecies
in Isuiah of the coming of Christ, and partly on a very similar
prediction in Virgil. ¢ p.r.}

1 36. The lady’s name and adventures I have sought with
fruitless enquiry. Johnson took the story he proceeds to give,
and which he ovidently docs not believe to be genuine, from
Ruffhead, who found it in the Life of Pope, written by William
Ayre o year after the poet's death. ‘There is no reason to
believe a word of it. But it is still uncertain who the lady was,
and how far what is said about her in the poem is to be taken
as historical. Compare Ward's note. *This Elegy wus fivst
published in 1717, but doubtless written carlier. After endless
enquiries and conjectures as to the ‘Unfortunate Lady’ had
failed in fixing her identity, it was pointed out that in certain
letters of Pope, described by him in the table of contents as
relating to an ¢ Unfortunate Lady, we are introduced to o
Mrg. W. who hadd endured a series of hardships and misfortunes.
This Mrs. W has been proved to have been a Mrs. Weston, who
was soon after hier marriage separated from her husband. Her

case was warmly taken up by Pope, by whose aid the quarrel
was adjusted, though with small thanks to hini for {uterposing.
¢ Buckingham’s lines,’ says Carruthers, “ suggested the outline of
the picture, Mrs. Weston's misfortuncs and the poet’s admira-
tion of her gave it life and warmth, and imaginaton did the

rest....” In Warburton's edition of Pope there is a note signed
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M. to the fullow g efect : “See the Dule of Duckinglam's
verses to a Lauly deeiguing to retire into a Monastery comp,
with Mr. Tope's letters 80 acveral Ludia, pu 225 she eems to
be the same Fcrmn whoao unfortanate death is the salyct of
s poem”  But Warburton 1 anspected, with sonie reason, of
having witten this pote himself,  * If this note was wniten by
Fopa (of which we Lave stronz duubts) it unst have boun wnttan
purely for myatification and deception. The Dabe's versen were
tirst pnblidml in Tonson's Miacellany for 1509, when be was in
Lis wixticth year aml narmed to his third wife! They were,
moat likely, & much eazlier prodoction, and this resdens it i the
highest degree improtalle that the same lady shonld bave abo
been commemnrated by Pope, who was thirty sevon years younger
than ks friend ® (Carruthers).

Page 13, L 2 Mrs. Arabella Fermor. The title doca not
meaq, as 13 wonld now, that the lady was . 1
Aralella Fermor was, n 1714, mamed to Francis Perkiny, Esq,
of Utten Court, Derks.

L G [This King James was James IL - Ha sent Lis Queen to
France shortly before bis own cscape from Ergland. ¢ v »)

L 7. belng 159 auttor. In the edition of 1781 T find “as tho
anthor,” . «

L 17. (a surreptitions edition, one published Ly others without
the writer's permuaon. e.p. 1.}

L 18, [event, result (Lat, erentus). c.p F£.]

1 23, a niece of Mrs. Fermor, etc.  * Miss Arabella Fermor's
niece, Prioress of the Englih Awstin Juna at the Fossle at
Patis, told M. Piozzi *that ehe believed thers was but little
comfort to I found 1n & huuse that harboured poctas for that
abe rememberad Mr. Fope's praise made ber auat very trovble
some and conceital, while his numberless caprices would bave
etwmployed ten scrvants to wait upon bhaum '™ (Life of Mrs. Pozzi,
quoted by Wanl).

L 2% “merumaal.” Pure wlt, puro wit.

L 30, to borrow his machinery from the Rosicraclans,
4 Machgery ™ is bere used in the technical sense of the super-
natural ‘bunncs” of & Wum, It was made matter of reproach
1o some of 1be Groek dramatusts that, when they had got ther
plot so_fuextricably mized up that no human action could up-
wiave it, they Lr‘vn"ht iu a god to put matters nght.  On the
D ot -
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refevence to the Rosicrucians, compare Pope’s own explenation
to Miss Fermor in his dedication of the poem. “The Machinery,
Madam, is a term invented by the Critics, to signify that part
which the Deities, Angels, or Diemons are made to act in 2
Poem: For the ancient Poets are in one respect like many
modern Ladies: let an action be never se trivial in itself, they
slways make it appear of the utmost importance, These
Machines I determined to raise on a very new and odd founda-
tion, the Rosicrucian doctrine of Spirits.... The Rosicrucians
are a people I must bring you acquainted with. ... According te
these Gentlemen, the four Elements arc inhabited by Spirits,
which they call Sylphs, Gnomes, Nymphs, and Salamanders.
The Gnomes or Diemons of Earth delight in mischief; but the
Sylphs, whose habitation is in the Air, are the best-cond‘itiou’d
crestures imaginable, For they say, any mortals maycenjoy the
most intimate familiarities with these gentle Spirits, upon a
condition very easy to all true Adepts, an inviolate preservation
of chastity.” The Rosicrucians were *“a celebrated but entirely
fabulous secret society,” who were supposed to possess ‘‘many
secret gifts of knowledge, of which goldmaking was one of the
least” (&ne. Brit.). They were gravely described as an existing
sect in an anonymous pamphlet which was published in 1614,
and which gave rise to great controversy. But it is genecrally
believed now that the pamphlet was a squib, and that there
never were any Rosicruciaus.

1. 35. This has been too hastily comsidered. By Warburton,
who professes to have taken the idea from Pope himself, He
says that when Pope got the advice referred to from Addison,
**he was shocked for his friend; and then first began to open

his eyes to his character.,” It is possible that Pope was guite
innocent of this absurdity.

Page 14, L 13. Berkeley. 'The famous author of the Principlcs
of Human Kuowledye and other philosophical works, He was

gesasn of Derry, and afterwards Bishop of Cloyne. He died in

L 17, He always considered, etc. ‘*The things that I have
written fastest have always pleased me most. I wrote the
Essay on Criticism fast; for I had digested all the matter on
prose before I began upon it in verse. The Rape of the Lock
wag written fast: all the machinery was added afterwards; and
the making that, and what was published before, hit so well
together, is, 1 think, one of the greatest proofs of judgment of
anything I ever did. I wrote most of the Iiad fast; a great
deal of it on journeys, from the little pocket Homer on that
shelf there; and often forty or fifty verses in a tmorning in bed.

The Duneiad cost me as much pains as anything I "
{Pope, in Spence, p. 107). P yEung ;ever wrote
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L 22, [carualty, chance, accident, The word * feliuity ™ 1 the
next Line haa a sumilar maamng of * good luck ® 3 henee' Johuson
attnbutea I'ope’s mccess aa mnuch to [uck as toshill. . v, 1]

L 1;72;3. Many years afterwards Dennis, cte, Sce Lelow, p, 83,
71z,
1. The Temple of Fame, Seo blow, p. 92,1 13 fg.  This

. e " TTE oY - Tt :

answers to thar ttle: whe any hint 15 taken fran

the passago itaclf ia set down 1n the margimal notes.”  Richa

Steclo, the famous cntic and cssayist, saw the Temple of
A P .

. Lo .

Y P R O

L 30. Dennls afterwards publiahed soms remarks. In the
publication to which Juhnson refura Lelow, p 38, L 33, “ Denma
was Lhe perpetual persccutor of all his studiex™  See note on
that passage.

Page 15,1 | some of the lines represent motion as exbibited
by sculpturs, “ Dunmis lly objected to these Lines, hecause
mation cannot be represcnted u sculpture  Bat Viral, n his
shicld, uses such: Lut in one instance perhapa he carris 1t tog
far: *3Muleere allemos.’  Motion may be represented, Lut not
change of motion ™ (Warton, quoted by Cunningham)

. 8 ANt

. . .
.- LT Lo “ .
. . LI [

of calamitica, they rutired each to 8 several coment, and conse-

[ .. W .
cclelratad lettcra {ont of which the following 18 partly cxtractest)
which give s0 Indy 8 picture of the atruggles of grace and
nature, virtue aud pasaon,™
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Sce p. 40. The phrase “by Fenton” limits the verb **wero
believed,” in line4. < », ».]

I. 6. [iu the hand, in the hand-writing. ¢ p, 2]

1. 10. [diffused, made widely known. The verb is unusual,
being generally applied only to that which can be poured out,
or scattered, and not to a single object,  €.v. 1.]

1. 13. [religion. Seep.2,1. 7. c.p. 1]

1. 18. To print by subscription. Full details of this method of
printing will be found in the paragraphs that follow. It has
now gone almost completely out of use for the ordinary run of
books. Exceptionally costly books, or hooks that for onc reason
or another have to be printed privately, are still, however, ocea-
sionally published in this way. - -

1. 21. [Dryden’s Virgil was a translation into English verse of
Virgil’s deneid. It was published in 1697, c¢.p. ».] '

1. 92, the Tatlers. The Tatler was a journal edited by
Steele.} {1t commenced in April, 1709, and ran €o 271 numbers.
C.D.P.

1. 2. would be successful. That is to say, that a sutlicient
number of persons would put down their name for copics, to
warrant the anthor and the publisher in proceeding with tho
undertaking.

L 34. {an English Nad was of course an Knglish translation,
or version, of the fliad. c¢.p.r.]

Page 18, 1. 6. but proposed no means by which ke might live
without it. Compare below, p. 23, 1. 9. **Lord Oxford had
often lamented his disqualification for publick employment, but
never proposed a pension.”

L 13. the pooksellers made their offers. That is to Pope, who
had still to_choose @ bookseller, or, us we should now say, a
publisher. Bernard Lintot was a great king of the craft of the

time. Like some other of Pope’s publishers, I iz w
into the Dunciad. pes % ho fourd, bis way

1 20. that the subscription might not be depreciated. - The
subseribers, who paid Pope six guineas for each copy of the work,
were entitled to expect that the value of their copies should not
be lowered by the fact that anybody coiild go to the bookseller
and purchase au identical book at a lower rate. It was there-
fore stipulated that of the quartos, or first edition, no ore
should be printed than Pape himself required, either for his sub-
seribers, or as presents for friends. The publisher was to make
his profit out of subsequent aud differing editions, and the trick
of which Lintot is accused is that of having so managed the
subsequent editions that, with a little alteration, they could be
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made to pass for subscribers’ copies. 1t is Pope's acconut,’and
allowance must he made for the invcterate grudge authors have
aganst publishers. -

1. 23, [royal paper in Follo. The size of the paga would Le
about 20 inches by 12 muches.  In a small folio the size would be
about 13 inches by B inches  Ducdecimo would be much smaller,
about 8 inches by 5nches, ¢ F

L 15, to be frighted. Ve must now say ' to be frightened.”
L 30, He that wants money, hie that 1s without money. The
people veferrad to n the first clause of this sentence ate thoss
who are too poor lo subscribe, the second clause tieats of those
who are oo mucan to subscribe. Both classes of men conceal the
real renson for thew refusal under o false show of contempt for

tha poet,

Account for it » Op the other band, the fact that Pope cone

9 20,1.13 his volluaxu are genenL He deals with the
facts of human life.

21 the Latin printed on the opposite page, In those days
most editions of the Greek elassica had a Latm version phinted
page for page wath the onginal

. Eobanus Heesus  This German writer (1483-1540) wrote

o lmmhuan of the Iiad in Latin verse.
35, the Freoch Homers of La Valterie and Dacler, “La
v:dh‘rm a French albé wn the latler half of the ser enteenth
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century, tranglated Homter, Juvenal, and Persins; the more
celebrated Madame Dacier (1645-1720) translated both the Ilie
and the Odyssey into French prose” (Matthew Arnokd’s note).

1. 35. the English of Chapman, Hobbes, and Ogylby. “Ti
translation of Homer by George Chapniun, who died in 1604,
still read. ‘Thomas Hobbes of Matmesbury (1588-1679) translats
Homer and Thucydides, but his fame is due to his philos
phical work, Leviathan. John Ogylby {1600-1676) was patroniz
by Lord Strafford, and after Strafford’s death translated bo
Virgil and Homer” (Matthew Arnold’s note). It has been ¢
remfy mentioned that Pope read Ogylby’s version of Hom

“when a child (p. 2, 1. 10).

Page 21, 1. 1. now totally neglected. There was after this
revival of interest in Chapman’s Homer. Arnold, as we ha
just seen, declares that it is still read. The student will hard

require to be reminded of Keats’ sonnet, On first looking i
Chapman’s Homer.

1. 14. Eustathius. *‘Archbishop of Thessalonica in the twelf

century, and famous as a commentator on Homer ” (Arnok
note).

1. 16. I suspect Fope . not to have been able. Johusonis he
repeating o charge that had already been made by Fentc
Al the crime that I huve committed is saying that he is
master of Greek; and I am so confident of this, that if hie ¢
translate ten lines of Eustatlius, Il own myself unjust ai
unworthy ” (Broome to Fenton, quoted by Cunningham).

L 21. Broome. Broome and Fenton are two writers of whe
little else is known besides the part they took in Pope’s trans
tions of the Kliad and Odyssey. "For their share in the twoundi
takings see below, pp. 21 and 41.

L 29. Jortin. (“John Jortin (1698.1770), known by his L

of Brasmus” (Arnold’s note). Thirlby was Jortin’s tutor
Cambridge.

Page 22, 1. 6. Parnell. R
rage 2 emembered now only for one poe

L 21. but the distance is commonly very great, ete, There
something autobiographical about the fine passage which folloy
Jobnson 18 speaking as maeh for himself as for Pgpe.

Page 23, L 9. [Lord Oxford. Harley, head o
ministry, was made Lord Oxford in 17 Ia.lr eyé- Ifayd.‘] of the e

1. 11, but never proposed a pension.
. 5-7, and +the following from Johns

**Having yet no public employment, h

Compare above, p. .
on's Life of Addisc
e obtained a pension
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three hundred pounds & year, that he might be enabled to
travel”  Johneon humsclf Lad & pension of Usis sort, sa Tenuyson
bad ia our own dage

L 12, Mr. Craggs. The fnend of Addwon. Scebelow, p. 117.

Page 24, 1. 1. uallet. DBollingbroke's Literary executor. Dr.
Maty was sccretary to the Royal Socicly, and one of the
libranianns of the Bratish Moseum,

L 2. [reposited, an obsolete form, now displaced by deposited.
CL. repository, a storehonse, ¢. p. 1)

Page 31, L 16 (Haltay (Cherles Montamue), a famous
Chancellor of the Exchequer and leader of the Whigs. He was
Adduson's earliest patron. ¢ v r]

1. 90. gave the following account. The amusing story which
followa 18 from Spence, p 101, It is not necessary to belicve it.
1,25 [Congreve (1630 1720), & writer of comedies. C.b ¥ )

{Garth {1660-1719), a doctur, noted tn literature for a mock
heroic poem, The Dupinsary  C.D. b

Paga 32,1. 2). from a single letter This 15 one of the many
Ietters which Pope published afterwards rather as he » ould Like
ta have wnitten them, than as he actually did write them In

5 N .
Johnson tock i 18 clear from the passage below, p 33, 1 5,
Pope means that jfahfax need not fear ns 1nporiunate ashing,
but may be assurcd of the poet's fen ent and almost troublcsome
gratitude, if a certain favour, which he has some reason o
expect, 1s actually done lam  This seems undoubtedly right.
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1. 32. but, if Tmay have ledve ta add, ete. The meaning is
that all lovers of England at that time must be lovers alsu of
Lord Halifax.

Page 33, 1. 12. Pope looked on Halifax with scorn and hatred.
sThis is over-charged. That he disliked Halifax I believe ; but
compare Pope's posthumous praise of him in the Preface to the
Ilind. The character of Bufo (in the Epistle to Arbuthnot), sup-
posed to represent Halifayx, is only true in parts to Halifax's
churacter ” (Cunningham).

1. 17. the two rivals in the Roman state. Caesar and Pompey.
'The poet Lucan says that Caesar could not bear that any one
should be above him in the state; Pompey, that any one should
be as much as equal to him. Addison is the Pompey, and Pope
the Caesar, of the comparison.

1. 27. as Homer says. Jlliad, 2. 486.

1. 34. by his Prologue to Cato, by his abuse of Dennis, See
above, pp. 15, 16,

1. 36. his poem on the Dialogues on Nedals, 2o JMr.
Addison, Occasioned by his Dialogues on AMedals, Warhurton
very absurdly made it the fifth of Pope’s Moral Essays, in
which place it now stands in the editions. *This was origin-
ally written in the year 1715, when Mr. Addison intended to
publish his book of medals; it was sometime beforec he was
secretary of state ; bub not published till Mr. Tickell’s edition
of his works; at which time the verses on Mr. Craggs, which
conclude the poem, were added, viz. in 1720 (Pope).  Compare
p. 117, 1. 17-90.

. E?ge 34,1 16. Jervas, the painter, See above, note on p. 18,

o rde

1. 19. Addison once suspected him of too close a confederacy
with Swift. Compare the passage at p. 19, 1. 33.

L 22, nis services in regard to the subscription. See the
next page.

1. 23. the Tories never put him under the necessity of asking
leave to be grateful. Compare the passage at p. 32, 1. 21, and

the note there. This jibe at the Tories goes to confirm our
interpretation of Pope’s meaning there,

L 25. “and seems to have no very just one,” i.e. to advise him.

This is the reading of editions of 1781 and of 1783. Edd., *and
seems to be,” ete. '

1. 32, Kennet. Bishop of Peterbo 4. . . ..
the British Museum,  © rongh.  His M8, Diary is in

1. 36. the antechamber. Either o

1L: f the Queen or of some great
minister.
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Page 35,1 8. About thls time1s ia lkely, ctc, ¢ ¢It is hkely®
issarily atmﬁe Jand of fact for a hfe ” (Cunningham). Soalso
P.tyl:md: Ttis fikely. Johnson scems to be relating a mere picce
of gossip, or ding an d conj " cte.  But
Jubnson's meaning has Leen muanderstood. Dy *alout this
time it is likely”” he means that it scems prolable that the

[ el : .
ay reported.

1 9. ofMctous, Eager to serve. The word was not in John-
son's time used cxclusis cly in the bad sense which 1s now 1ta only
meanng. Johnson, howeyer, uses the nous in that sense above,
P 16,113

1 24, with [ R

g e e et n

year in onler P . J—
The pension ccased m 1702, in comsequence of a chaage of
minstry. <.D.P.

1. 32 with the name of Tickell. Johnson is referring to the
fact that Pope behieved, or pretended to belicve, that the
version was really by Addison himself. Tickell, a Fellow of
Queen’s College, Oxford, was one of Addison's following, and
eveotually edited his works.

g s e
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the approbation of his absolute lord, T appeal to the people as
my rightful judges and masters; and if they are not inclined to
condemn me, 1 fear no arbitrary high-flying proceeding from the
sinall court-faction at Button’s.” = A high-flying proceeding is
an cxtravagant, irrational proceeding. The figure 1s taken from
the story of Icarus, who compassed bis own rain by flying too
near the sun.

1. 13. the four versions of Dryden, Maynwaring, Pope, and
Tickell. Dryden published a translation of the first book of
the Itiad. Tickell's translation alse did not go beyond the first
book. The little that is known of Msynwaring {(‘‘ Maynwaring,
whom we hear nothing of now, was the ruling spirit in all
conversations at the Kit Kat Club, indeed what he wrote had
little merit in it.”’—Pope, in Spence, p. 257} does not seem to
include any knowledge of the translation of Homer by him here
referred to.

1. 16. {Tonson, chiefly noted as Dryden’s bookseller, had a shop
close to Gray’s Inn, at which he was succeeded by Osborne, who
figures in Pope’s Dunciad. See note on p. 6§, 1. 36. ©.p. r.}

L. 30. were thus related by Pope. In Spence, p. 112.

1. 34. {Lord Warwick was son of the Countess of Warwick,
* whom Addison married in 1716, c¢. p. 2.}

L 35. to be well with Mr, Addison. We should now say, “to
be on good terms with Mr, Addison.”

Page 37, L. 8. it should not be in such a dirty way. This is
the reading in Spence (ed. 1858). Murphy and Sharp write ¢it
should be not,” ete. Arnold and Ryland follow the edition of
1781 in omitting the ““not,” So also ed. 1783.

. L 11 what has since heen called my satire on Addison. The
lines now stand in the Epistle to Dr. Arbutknat, vv. 193 fg.  See
the note below on p. 63,1. 1.

L18. to live more by choice, to live to a greater extent than
before according to inclination,

L 32 celebration. We say “celebrity” now.

L 23. the vines and the quincunx which his verses mention.

- & Know,’all the distant din that world can keep
Rolls o’er my Grotto, and but soothes my sleep.
Thgre my retreat the best Companions grace,
Chiefs out of war, and Statesmen out of place.
There St. John mingles with my friendly bowl
The Teast of Reason and the Flow of Soul :

And He, whose lightning pierc’d the Therian linés,
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[ Coa
- . . L s

The St John (pronounce “Sln]olm") of this passage is the
famous Bolighrol E The soldier 13 the Earl of ete; %mmu gh,
A r‘umc\mx is one or mote groups of trees arranged like the hru
of diamonde In a pack of cards.

1. 36, [he extracted, etc, he pmiuu\] to have formed an
ornament of that wlich was only an mconrenience. ¢ b 2.}

Paga 38, 1 4. [safe 1n the admieston, they thimk they may
it safoty allow themaclsea to bo careléss i theis wdulgences,
e}

L 16, [Waller (lGO.x 1687), a nepliew of John Hnmpt\en. was
the first poct to teach * the excellence aud dignity * of rhiyme,
and m] write coupkta with the scnse coucluded” in distichs.
o r.

1 18 Pope’s voracity ol fame, cte. “‘The omitted possages
were not printed by Pope ” (Cunmingharm)

L 22. the character which his son has given him

‘Unlearned, he hnew no schoolman's sabile art,

nnl wne thus to e, and thus to dia
\\ 0 eprung from Kings shall know less joy than I *
Epetle to Asbuthnot, vy 392-303
1 24, gotten. We must now say “got ™
1. 30. Burnet Son of the well-known Bishop of Salisbury of
the name Duchet 18 &ud to have hclped Burnet wn the
composition of the Jfomerides and of other works,
LR I ete. Sce the
. 1717 * Remards

- . wo letters con-

© 146, the **Duneiad.” Sco bolow, p. 43, L 16 1 , and 47, 4fg
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1. 1. this disastrous year. The year of the South Sea
Scﬁgﬁg?’%ﬁhe £100 shares of the South Sea Company went up to
£1000 cach, and'when the crash cume fell to something like their
original value. Pope is belioved to have made some money out
of his speculation. He bought before the great rise, when the
shares were fram £100 to £175; and he sold out before they had
fallen below £4G0.

1. 13. [Dr. Parnell {1679-1717), Archdeacon of Clogher, Irelund,
The Hermit is the best and the best-knuwn of the poems here
mentioned. ¢.p. 1.}

1. 15. {the frown of a victorious faction. Pornell had been
intimate with the wits of Queen Anne’s time, but on her death
the\Whigs displaced the Tories, and Parnell’s hopes of advance-
ment were destroyed. ¢©. D. P} .

1. 28. Theobald, 2 man of heavy diligence, with very slender
powers. The editors of the Cambridge Shakespeare have madg
Theobald magnificcut amends for this harsh and prejudiced
judgment. ¢ Lewis Theobald,” they say, “had the misfortune
to incur the enmity of one who was both the most popular poet,
and, if not the first, at least the second, satirist of Lis time, The
main cause of offence was Theobald's Shakespeare Restored, or a
Specimen of the many Errors committed as well as unamended by
Ay, Pape in his late edition of this Poet, 1726, Theobald was
also in the habit of communicating notes on passages of Shake-
speare Yo AMist's Journal, a weekly Tory paper. Henee he was
made the hero of the Dunciad till dethroned in the fourth edition
to make way for Cibber ; hence, too, the allusions in that poem:

‘ There hapless Shakespeare, yet of Theobald sore,
. Wish’d he had blotted for himself before’y
and, in the earlier editions,

¢ Here studious I unlucky moderns save,
Nor sleeps one error in'its father's grave;
Old puns restore, lost blunders nicely seek,
And crucify poor Shakespeare once o, week.’

Pope's editors und commentators, adopting their author's quarrel,
have spoken of Theobald as ¢Tibbald, a cold, plodding, and |
tasteless writer and critic.” These are Warton’s words. A more
unjust sentence wos never pentned. Theobald, as an editor, is
incomparably superior to his predecessors, and to his immediate
successor, Warburton, though the latter had the advantage of
working on his materials. He was the first to recall & multibude
of readings of the first Folio unquestionably ’
by previous editors. Many most brilliant ‘ . :
could not have sugyested themselves to a mere * cald, plodding,

and tasteless eritie, wre due to him™ (Preface to the Combridge
Shakespeare, p. xxx. fg.). . ’
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| 13. resolving mot to let the gemeral kindness cool An
aebiptaaon of ho proterb which Luds you *stike whil thsfron
is hot,”

L 20. patent ¢ Apparcatly the official document by which”

bis logal copyright was assigned to hun " (Sharp),
1. 23. the proposals  What we should now call the prospectus,

issued for the suko of inviting subseniptions

mstruments than I am ™

Pago 4], I. 1. and in thosa few he made several blunders. “I
nover coull spenk m publics and T don't beliove that if 1t was a
st thing, X could give an sicount of any story to twelve friends,
though ?muld ulf'it to any three of them with a gzcat deal of
pleasure.  When I was to appear for the Buhop of Rochester, in
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his trial, though I had but ten words to say, and that ona plu.m
wiub (how the bishop spent his time whilst I was with him ab

romley), I made two or three blunders in ity and that notwith-
standing the first row of lords (which was all T could see} weve

mostly of my acquaintance” (Pape, in Spence, p. 118).

1. 10. not over-liberally rewarded. Pope took £4500 from the
public for his Odyssey, and set aside only £300 of that for the
remuneration of the men who had done half the text aud all
the notes.  Mr. Courthope submits a defence of this, which only
leaves the reader iu doubt as to whether this was a fraud com-
mitted on the public or on Broome and Fenton. ¢ On the other
hand, it is to be remembered that the design was all hiy own,”—us
to which compare above, p. 40, L 18 fg.,—* that its attractiveness
depended entirely on the prestige of his name; that the great
bulk of the subscribers had been obtained by the exertions of
himself and his agents. He had warned his partners from the
first that he expected them to perform cheap service.”

1. 12. an account was subjoined, etc. In it Broome was made
to say: “If my performance has merit either in these notes or in
any part of the translation, namely, the sixth, eleventh, and
eighteenth books, it is but fair to attribute it to the judgement
and care of Mr. Pope, by whose hand every sheet was corrected.
His other, and much more able, assistant was Mr, Fenton in the
fourth and twentieth books,”

1. 24. only one hundred pounds. In the case of the lliad, the
price paid for each volume had been double that. See p. 18, L 18,

1. 35. Spence. The Rev. Joseph Spence. His *“ Anccdotes,
Observations, and Characters of Books and Men, collected from
the conversation of Mr. Pope and other eminent persons of his.
time " have been frequently quoted in these notes.

at that time Prelector of Poetry at Oxford. “No. Warton’s
father was Professor at this time. Spence succeeded Warton
{Cunningham).
Page 42, 1. 12. [valuable preferments. In 1728 he became
Professor of Poetry at Oxford, but it was not till 1742 that he

was m}ude Rector of Great Horwood, in Buckinghamshire, -
C. D. B.

1. 20. Voltaire, the great French writer (1694.1778).
in Bngland from 1726 to 1720, er (1694-1778).~ He was

1 29. in his own History. In Rishop Burnet’s History of Ais
own Time. The Debate upon Black alx)xd White Hox‘seé} \.\{z.zs a
squib on legal forms and procedure. The question was of a
bequest of all the testator’s * black and white horses.” Dat the
testator had left six black, six white, and six pled horses, The
Court with infinite trouble decided that these last must be the

[}
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horses meant.  Alter which it was ducovered that these horses
Wers marea |

L 34 makes. So editiona of 1781 and 1783. Arnold,
“made,”

Page 43, L. 6. Acat. A civet-cat, hunted for the sake of the
musk which can be extracted from some of its glands, and tracked
by tho hunters by means of 1ta peculiar odour {** winded ")

L 9 the letters written by him to Mr. Cromwell See sbove,
o, L32ig

L 1L {Curlk Seep.7,1.7 co.r)

Bt ww o) meme o ey o peeraiva e Bawes mawi s
poetasters whose names the Dunciad was sfterwards to preserve,

to Swit” (Ward).
L 16. Atterbury's advice  Sce above, p 37, L 14 g
1 22, At the head of the Dunces he placed poor Theobald
See above, noto on p. 39, 1. 28
L 27 Ralph
“Silence, yo Wolvea * while Ralph to Cynthia howls,
‘And makes Night Iadcous-Answer him, ye Owls 1"
Duncrad, Book st 165

that passage). Ralph was an Amencan

13! The prevalence of this poem. A phrase which would not
bo permussiblo now,  We talk of the presaleace of a distase, but
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not of the prevalence of a poem. Sharp compares Johnson
himself, in his Life of Milton: **The sale of 1300 copies in
two years was an uncommon example of the prevalence ‘of
genius,”

1 4. in a Dedication. 'The Dedication of a velume,

uﬁﬁsse?l‘l 'by Sovage in 1732, and entitled “A‘ collection of

%ieces in Verse and Prose, which have been published on ovea-
sion of ‘the Dunciad.”

1. 20. their Miscellanjes. Sce p. 42, L. 26 fg.

1. 26. the greatest part of them atrandom. Campare thnsor.
below, p. 46, 1 19, “nobody belivves that the letters in the
Bathos were placed at random.”

Page 45, 1. 7. the booksellers would not find their account i,x
employing them. Cowmpare what has just been ssid of Ralph’t
complaint against Pope, p. 43, 1. 27. It must be remembered, a:
bas been already pointed out, that the booksellers of Pope’s day:
were publishers as well.

1. 17. {impression, edition. ¢ b. 1.}

1. 18, taken and dispersed. What is meant is that the ¢“noble
men and persons of the first distinction ” bought more copics thar
one each, and distributed them awmong their friends.

1. 32 the author. Pope or Swift, as it was supposed to be
The book was at first published anonywmously.

Page 46, 1. 14. sensibllity. We should rather now say
““sensitiveness,” Compare the expresssion “f cant of sensibility,’
p. 16, 1. 10. There are a great many mistakes, wilful or other
wise, in the preceding account of the inception and publicatio:
of the Dunciad. Ward well says that ‘“it may fairly be doubtec
whether the mystification in which every step connected with th
publication of the various editions of the Dunciad was intention
olly involved Ly Pope, has not answered an end beyond tha
proposed to himself by the poet, and provided a tangle o
literary difficulties, which no learned ingenuity will ever suffic
entircly to unravel.”

1. 20. when he thinks himself concealed. Because he was
.writing in another name than his own. Sce p. 44, 1. 15,

L. 26. taken off, bought up,

L. 31. without fear, of being afterwards blamed by the critics
for baving liked a worthless book,

likL 32, petty Iterature, things written by poectasters and the
e.

.
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e 4}, Lt mﬂm He ;.l.:xum&xl and dedicated to hus
ellow-suflcrer, cobald, a phlct Fi Ls the
vl S below, pamphlit called, Femarls e

L 4 published remarks. Johosen has already referred to thas,
P4, L

L 6. Ducket. Sce shove, P38, L 32 The fullowing are the
Lines, s» they now stend, in which Lummet and Duckcs are
pitloned together in the Dunciad s

. A .

That slancs a Consal, this Comuisaonce.”
The expreasion of which Dacket complainal stored an spother
conplet, which was first altered as Jobnson describes, and then
omited altogcthcr,  See Hosne 3 200
L 13 as diving for the priza. The Goldess of Dulness Las
raggh. all bee sotance 15 e Flest Dich aad Lade’ o
leap in,

5 most Blth,* cte.”
The lines in which Ui is refirred to ran thus
“Thea H— casay’d, scarce vanuh'd out of mght,
He buoyws ap 1stant, and rcturos to hight
+ e bears nn wken of the sabler rtreass,
And mounts far off among the Swaus of Thames.”
Pope attached to these lincs the following patromzng note A
gentlaman of genius and spint, who was seerctly dipt in some
papers of this Lisd, on whom our Poct bestows s pancgynie
Tustead of a satire, a8 deserving to be better anployed than tn
. P A v . B

. P
e . LI R
. - I
BIBARLH WD Slans phon o+ o 2 < n o b T, .
which Hill complains 1n his manly letters 1o Pope is not in the
Dunciad, but in the Art of Smbng il accoses POF of
baving attacked Ium under the 1mtials & H 1 the .irt of
Sinling. The diving scene, which i3 a sort of palineds on Pope's
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port, is in the Dunciad.” ¢ Hill wrote no less than s‘eventcen
dramatic picces, and was besides, according to Dibdin, ‘the pro-
jeetor of nub oil, of masts of ships from Scotch firs, of cultivating
Georgia, and of potasht’” (Ward). .

1. 20. [Dr. Arbuthuot {1G67-1735}), physician to Queen Anne, and
friend of the wits and poets of the period. The full of the Tories
at the death of Anne deprived him of his postas Royal Physician.
. D. 1]

1. 21. Cleland. *‘This Gentleman was of Scotland, and bred
at the University of Utrecht, with the Earl of Mar. He served
in Spain under Karl Rivers. After the Peace, he was made one
of the Commissioners of the Customs in England, in which,
having shown himself for twenty ycars diligent, punctual, and
incorruptible, though without any other assistance of Fortune,
he was suddenly displaced by the Minister in the sixty-eighth
year of his age, in 1741 ... " (Pope).

1. 96. a poem on Taste. It stands now as the Fourth
Epistle in the Joral Essays, with the title, *Of the Use of
Riches.” In what is now the First Epistle of the Moral Essays,
Pope endeavoured to make amends to the Duke of Chandos for

the attack be was believed to have made upon him in the Fourth
{written earlier).

¢ True, some are open, and to all men known
Others so very close, they're hid from none
{So Darkness strikes the sense no less than light)
Thus gracions Chandos is belov'd at sight ;
And every child hates Shylock, the’ his soul
Still sits at squat, and peeps not from his hole.”

“James Brydges, first Duke of Chandes, for whose splendid
hospitality and supposed personal munificence to Pope the latter
was accused of having made a base return by satirizing the
decorations and furniture of the Duke’s house at Canons, in the
Epistle On Taste. ... Pope denied the pecuniary obligation, and
defended himself against the charge of baving alluded to the
Duke's house. The Duke accepted the explanation; and the
line in the text is due to Pope’s recoguition of the urbanity dis-

played by his noble acquaintance” (from Ward’s note on that
passage).

Page 48,1. 6. The name of Cleland was again employed, etc.
Compare p. 47, 1, 21,

L. 14, an indifferent action,
the Duke no concern.

L 17. in one of bis Letters. In a Jetter which Pope addressed
to the Earl of Burlington (to whom the Epistle had been dedi-
cated), with reference to the charge that he made an unbecoming

an action which would have given
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handly ¥ (ascos, 3. 245).

L 20, wbich ia & compliment this age deserves. The
ing s thot the age 18 so bad that 1t docs not deserve that o a oot
hke Pope should write in it. e fecls inclined to writs ne
more. Compara the passage at p. 64, 1, 22, anyl the eccond nots -
there.

1. 25, [Juvenal, the great Rowan satinat, who ived in the latter
part of the firsh century. € D, v.]

1 31 Gay the celebrated author of the Beanars’ Onera * Gav

Paged, ] B and found, that 18 to bay, *and 3ot they found?
Alwr thu ‘lincs about lus father, in U o Epstle to Arbuknot,
quoted on p. 2, L 32, Popo gous an oa follows

- . - - 9
Mrs. Pope died a few wecks alter these Lines wero wnitlen,

cum]unmn of Curll’s with the autboruzed edition, 1t b(.cnmu
* evideut that both wero made from the sawe original, Loth pre-
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senting in certain cases the same variations from the lotters as
originully addressed to Pope’s correspondents, a choice between
two alternatives is left us, Either Carll’s mysterious purveyor
had obtained access to Lord Oxford’s library and transcribed the
letters en masse 3 or, Pope himself had supplied Curll with copies.
On the latter supposition, the entire proceeding was one of his
intricate manwuvres in order to obtain notoriety for his letters,
and by the spurious publication to benefit the sale of the intended
geuuine onc. ‘The former alteruative involves an obvious impro-
bability ; the latter is supported by the circumstance since uscer-
tained, that Pope had withdrawn the lesters from Lord Oxford’s
library in the spring of 1735, This discovery scems at first sight
to tend towards the conclusion that Pope had cntertained the
idea of publishing the Letters before Curll’s venture saw the light.
In this case Popc’s edition of his Letters cannot have been
brought out in self-defence. The question (which continues to
~nnstitute one of the cruces of which the life of Pope is so pro-

fic) remains in its original ditficulty.” Compare the note below,

np. 51, 1. 36. ’

1. 15. [curll had a shop in Fleet Street, where he published the
1wst disgraceful books and forged letters. In 1716 he was
‘hipped and put under the pump by the boys of Westminster
chool for publishing a school oration full of blunders. See p.7,

7. o p.r}

L 17. This volume containing some Letters from noblsmen.
ohuson should have written here, *this volume having been
dvertised as containing, etc.” Compare Cunningham’s note.
*Johnson is here incorrect. The volume complained of does not
ontain a single letter from any nobleman, and Gurll was
cquitted, and the copies returned to him, on this ground alene,
he Conunittee finding (15th May, 1735) that the publication was
1ot cantrary to the standing order of the House of 31st Junuary,
721-2, though the advertisement in The Postboy expressly men.
doned letters from: Lords Halifax and Buclington, ... ”

L 28, offered to sale, We must now say ** offered for sale.”

Page B0 1 ). Bernard, that is, Bernard Lintot, the first of
‘he two publishers of the name. v :
L 5. not to pay a porter. He would not hand over the price
lemanded for the copies to the man who brought the parcels ta

uis door.  He wanted to deal with a principal.

L. 13. the numbers offered {0 sale, etc. The price demanded
wvas very small as compared with the number of copies offered.

1. 22. filled the nation with praises of his candour. Compare
the passage at p. 8, 1. 26 fg.

1. 29, Mr. Allen. See below, note on p. 63, 1. 36.
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Pa,gi 51, L 2 [reposited, modern dtpon\/:d Sce p 24,1 2,
G.D. F.

" L 3. [See note on'p. 49, L 13 con.r]

1. 5. the preface to the m-mxmea Was written to prepars
u:a public for such an incident. Sce abore, p. 42,1 3245,

1. 7. and to strengthen this opinion. That is **and by way of

strengthening the opunion of the falsity of the story, 1t may Le
elvo mentioned that,” ete.

entitled *Epistolac Ho-Elianae; or, Fumliar Let{ers, Dumﬂsnu
and Foreign.” Morhoff, ‘menticned a8 having commended this
;nlume, was Professor of Poctry at the Gerinan Unmiversity of,
el

27, Loveday’s Letters were printed only once Loveday, of
whom very little else 18 known, pullished a volume of letters on
th sama plan as Howcl's volume w 1659 It ran through soveral
editiona, though Johnson apparently had only scen the first

L 23, those of Herbert and Sackling The Herbert referred to
u Tond Herbert of Cherbury (1581-1648), clder brother of the

poct, ('mrpe Hnrlnrt {1593-1633}  Svckling 1 the well-hnown
[)()et(lw) 164]),

. 20, Mrs Phﬂupl Ars. Phallips (1631-1664) was o woman
writer of the Restoration period (Mrs Phalhpe (1631-1664)
published nothuing 1 her hife-time  In 1669 her ]ioeml were
published by o Fiond, and wors lughly prased by Cowley
G p.1}

[Walsh {1603-1705), & man of fashion, and friend of
anlen and Pope, wroto some versesasd prose ¢ p £ ]

. 34, as connected with the other conterporary wits Thewr
letters to him Were given as well as his to them

U U R
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Page 52,1 6. in his productions than the rest, In his lobters
a8 compared with the letters of his correspoudents. .

1. 16. what he persuaded himself to think a gystem of Ethics.
See this contemptuous criticism of the Essay as a philosophical
work elaborated below, p. 104, L 24 fg.

1. 19, [elght years. The first Epistle was published in 1732,
and the rest in 1734, ¢ ». 2.}

1. 30. given, attributed.

Page 53, 1. 7. which they could not afterwards decently retract,
as they might wish to do after learning that the poem was writien
by Pope.

1. 8. In 1733, a mistake for 1732,

1. 12. this design was not discovered in the new poem. Johuson
is continuing the sarcasm of p. 52, 1. 16 above.

1. 31. but having afterwards discovered, or been shown, ete.
This is a third sneer at Pope’s reasoning powers,

Page 54, 1. 7. Iu the conclusion it is suficiently acknowledged,
ete.

““Come then, my Friend ! my Genius ¢ come along 3
Oh master of the poet and the song! ...
Thou wert my guide, philosopher, and friend.”
Essay on Man, iv. 733 fg.

1. 16. has been reported. Compare Boswell's Jolnson, p. 512
Dr. Blair, in o letter to Boswell, is giving an account of a
conversation at o dinner at “‘old Lord Bathurst’'s.” “The con-
versation turning on Mr. Pope, Lord Bathurst told us that the
Essay on Man was originally composed by Lord Bolingbroke in
proge, and that Mr. Pope did no more than put it into verse.
that he had read Lord Bolingbroke’s mianuscript in his own hand-
writing ; and remembered well that he was ab a loss whether
most to admire the elegance of Lord Bolingbroke’s prose, or the
heauty of Mr. Pope’s verse.” Johuson’s comment on this was as
follows: **Depend upon it, Sir, this is too strongly stated.
Pope may have had from Bolingbroke the philosophic stamina of
his Essay ; and admitting this to be true, Lord Bathurst did not
intentionally falsify. Bub the thing is not true in the latitude
that Blair seems to imagine, we are sure that the poetical
imagery, which makes a great part of the poem, was Pope’s own.
It is amazing, Siv, what deviations there are from precise truth
in the account which is given of almoest everything.” Compare
also Spence, p. 108.  “* Mr. Pope mentioned then, and at several
other times, how much (or rather how wholly) he himself was
obliged to Lord Bolingbroke for the thoughts and reasonings in
his moral work ; and ence in particular said, that beside their
frequent talking over that subject together, he had received,
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I think, seven or eight sheets from Lord Dolingbroke, i relation
to1t, as I apprehended by way of letters; both ta direct the
plan in general, and to supply the matter for the particular
epistles.”

L 26. aid not see what the gay follage concealed, did pot
;ee the “snake lurhing in the grass,” as the Latiu proverh
14 18,

132, Resnel.  This French wiiter (1692-V361) translated into
French both the Essay on Critscwsm and the Lusay on Man,

L 34 (cemsure, criticsm including both favourable and
unfuvourable remarks. This ceusure was published in 1735
G D2}

Page 55, 1. 11. purely ratlonal. With nothing of the super-
natural element 1n them,

e n bt a4 )

L 21, He was a man.  This was wntten immediately after
Warburton’s death, which occurred 101739 © b ?]

Pago 56,1 1 oderint dum metuant, let them hate me if only
they {eu me. A phrase which, according to Suetontus, was often
1 Caligula's mouth.

145, his sentences, hus verdicts on men snd things

L 7. pleased himself with the motice of, been glad to be
noticed by,

1. 13, concanen.

*“True to the bottom see Concanen creep, |
A cold, long-winded native of v.;}e"dgruw‘ oo,
“Matihew Cuncanen, an Inshman, bred fo the Lw. ls
was author of scveral dull and dead ecurnlities 10 the Dritish
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L 11, [rullag Fasslon, n tendency of the mund sufficicntly
powerful to exeretse an influence over all actions. It turns the
mind from the first into some particular chasncl, and 1s an

U

1. 24, [ascendant planet, & planct which, from its position at
birth, exercises u powetful mfllacnce on the whole hie of a nan,
This was the Lehef of astrologers, ¢, b, 1]

e ]

L 20, [ 10 Teason and ton, exwsting before n
hild 18 capabile of 1esomng or of abseiving 0 b T ]
130 independenton. o must now say “*not dependent on,”
o “independent of
Para 61 1 5 foredestination. a condiion fixed before the
ard tends ta
13 land down
g unything of
1. 13. the Characters of Women Now the sccond of the
Epistles n the Moral Lways “OFf thw Epstle, which was

Duchesa of Marlborough as intemled for the Duchess of Buckng-

towanla the house of Mariborough, If tlus e so, 1t ia pire”
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that the motive which prompted Pope to the acceptance of this
“favour’ was the desire to settle Martha Blouns in jndependent
cirenmstances for life.” See the account of this transaction in
‘arruthers’ Life of Pope, pp. 392-396 7 (Ward). The poet, as we
have seen, fully intended to publish the lines in his lifetime.
He was at the time on good terms with the Duchess of Mari-
borough, and Mr. Courthope therefore believes that it was Pope's
intention to explain that by Atossa-he meéant, not the Duchess of
Marlborough, but the Duchess of Buckingham, who had died a
short time before.  Johnson’s explanation, that Pope had ceased
to have any reason to fear the Duchess of Murlborangh, whose -
influence and power had greatly waned, is simpler, and agrees
better with the passage itself. It would have been very hard to
convince any one that ““the great Atossa” of the lines was not
the Duchess of Marlborough.

1 15. [Martha Blount belonged fo o Roman Catholic family of
Mapledurham in Oxfordshire. She was the object of a lifelong
affection on the part of Pope. ¢. D. 2]

1. 32, once, as was suspected, without it. The reference is to
an Dwitation of the Second Sative of the First Book of Horace,
which was published as having been imitated after the manner
of Mr, Pope. It was included in the collected edition of 1738,
but was rejected by Warburton.

Page 62, 1. 3. [Ennius (5., 239-169), the Chaucer, or father, of
Roman poets, ¢. D.».]

1. 4. Pantolabus and Nomentanus, two characters in Horace’s
Satires,

1. 6. oldham and Rochester. Oldbam (1653-1653) wrote a
volume of Satires upon the Jesuits. Rochester is the well-known
Wilmot, Earl of Rochester (1647-1680):

L. 12, Dr. Donne's Satires. **These Satires, as Pope informs us
in the advertisement prefixed to the Satires and Epistles of
Horace Imitated, were *versified’ by him at the request of
Lords Oxford and Shrewsbury, and therefore in the main
belang to an earlier period of his career than the Satires among
which_ they were afterwards inserted. He calls his labour
‘versifying,” says Warburton, because indeed Donne’s lines
‘have nothing more of numbers than their being composed -of
a certain quantity of syllables®—a description exaggerated, but

not untrue...” (Ward). Donne was Dean of St. Paul’'s when
he died in 1631.

L 16. {Pulteney was an active oppounent of Walpole, the head
of the Whig ministry of the day. pg D.7.] pore e

L 20. The Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot. Afterwards placed as the
Prologue to the Satires. 1t is one of Pope's greatest poems.
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L 20, [the Prince of Walow wax Mok b, eldeoak moy of
Georgn 11, Ho wan fur wany yunls an sothe Joadi e of (he
Oppomitios to Wolpole's governiment. (o bk In 1781, o, 1 1)

1. 32, soems to rockon with the Pubdle, b oo Vit mdanll far dfis
pablic & dufonce of himuolf agndnst Wi s eith waend ole to tors,  Ha
WVard renaika that the poon vy ba slineal vl i 1ha

Tight of & puctical apoligy gro vita, snd an otlegpd o over b
silinca the most notallu of the poet’s dotae e

I’&sl;a 83, L 1. tho eabirical linos upen Addlson, 'tha Hivanin
a8 fotlows ;
. . - .
vt e
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And wonder with a foolish face of praise:
Wi but must lauglt if suck a man there be?
Who would not weep if Atticus were he.”

(Nate that “olliged” in the above must bhe pronounced, as it
was in Pope’s day, to rhyme with ¢‘besieg’d.”) Pope incurred
great obloguy for making this attack upon Addison after Addi-
son’s death. He attempted to defend himself in the following
note on the passage: It was a great falschood, which some of
the Libels reported, that this Character was written after the
Gentleman's death: which see refuted in the Testimonies pre-
fixed to the Dunciud. But the oceasion of writing it was such
as he would not make public out of regard to his memory ; and
all that could further be dome was to omit the name in the
Edition of his Works.” The reference is to the story told at
p. 37, 1. 11, which, however, looks suspiciously like an invention
designed to free Pope from o just reproach.

1. 13. Lord Hervey, called Sporus in the poem:

“ Let Sporuy tremble—1What? that thing of silk,
Sporus, that mere white curd of Ass’s milk ?
Satire or sense, alas! can Sporus feel?

Who breaks o butterfly upon a wheel?...

Ward’s note on the passage is as follows: * The original of this
famous portrait was John, Lord Hervey, cldest surviving son of
the Earl of Bristol, and author of the Memoirs of the Reign of
Georye Il, At an early age he became a great favourite at the
court of the Prince and Princess of Wales ut Richmond, where
Pope and his literary friends enjoyed high favour. He married
Miss Lepell, whom Pope himself greatly admired. Afterwards
he attached himself to Walpole's party, and was appointed Vice-
Chamberlain to the King (George II). Ultimately he attained
to the office of Lord Privy Seal; and after Walpole’s full con-
tinued to take an active part in politics, notwithstanding his
miserable health, $ill his death in 1743. The cause of his
estrangement from Tope remains obscure; but the first public
offence was given by Pope, iu allusions in his Miscellanies (1727)
and the first edition of the Dunciad (1728). Then in 1734
appeared the Imitation of the Second Satire of the First Bool of
Horace, where Lord Hervey was twice attacked under the
soubriquet of Lord Fanny, and his friend, Lady Mary Wortley
Montagu, was even more venomously aspersed. They retorted
in verse and prose ; und Pope wrote his prose Letter to a noble
Lord. The Gharucter of Sporus followed in 1734 ; and another
attack in the satire originally called <1738, in Epilogue to the
Satires (1738), brought out a poewm, The Difference between Verbal
and Practical Virtue Exemplified, etc., by Lord H. The
original hints for all the insinuations and insults introduced by

”
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for the report that the rupture between Lops and Lady Mary
was due o the ‘rvaley” between himself and Hervey *in her
good graces.””
L )8, he had written an tnvecilve agalnst Pope. Sco Lho Jast
note. At ¥ 350 of the Epiatls to drbuthnot thero 1s the couplet:
“Let the two Curils of Tewn and Court abuse
Hia father, mother, Lody, soul, and muse.”

L 25, His last Satires Now placed aa an Esiﬂogue to tho
Satires, 1n the same way as the Ejale to .trbuthnot forma tho
. Prologue to the Satres  The Epilogue 15 1 two Dialogucs, of
which the first was publisheil 1n 1748, and the second in the




e best modern Latin,  JONUSON, WHO WIS JIMSULL 100G
¢ in Latin, speaks here and in his Life of Addtson of
s of Boilean's as a bringing into contempt of a meri.
18 of writers, The seclection from the Italians who
Loudon, of which Pope published a revision, was pud
aily in 1684,

injuriously, unjnstly. So in L 34 of the next page,.
s’ where we should now say ““unjust.”

36, 1. H. one of them shall be addressed to you. A
rich Swift repeatedly begged at Pope’s hands. “I have
Aon, ond it is very earnest, as well as in haste, to have
tle inscribed to me while I am alive, and you just
ime when wit and wisdom are in their height; I
e more repeat Cicero’s desire to a friend: Ora
ift to Pope, on the 3rd of September, 1735, quoted by
rs).

the laurel, cte. Cibber was made Poet Laureate in

1e has.liberally enough praised the Careless Husband,

<< All this may be; the People’s voice is 0dd,
It is, and it is not, the voice of God,
To Gammer Carton if it give the bays,
And yet deny the Careless Husband praise,
Or say our Fathers never brake a rule;
Why then, { say, the Public is a fool.”
First Epistle of Second Book, vv. §3-04.

Careless Hushand was first acted in 1704, and kept the
‘oughout the century.

among other worthless scribblers. He is mentioned as
of the Dunces,

ot with less glory mighty Dulness crown’d
1l take thre’ Grubstreet her triumphant round;
nd her Parnassus glancing o'er ot once,
ehold, a huundred sons, and each a Dunce.
ark first that youth who takes the foremost place,
ud thrusts his person full into your face.
7ith all thy Fafher’s virtues blest, be born!
nd a new Cibber shall the stage adorn.”
{3 vv. 135-142),

ldess of Dulness is speaking prophetically, and anticipat-
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ing the birth and carcer of the sccond Cibdur.  In the fint ook
of the Dunciad, vv. 31, 32, Pope hud slrcady made a mock of
Cillier's futher,
“Where o'er the gates, by his fam'd father's hauds
reat Cibber's brazen, lirainless brothers stond.™

of them) are n 1ll monuments of his fome as an astist -
L33 m his Apology. .ipology for the Lofe of Mr, Culle
Clrer Bubtriot 0, B eons s it oty

T e o 1
Page 67,1 4 afterwards. Doth Rylandand Sharp think that

Johnson has gone wrong in his datcs liere, Lecause the two con

temptuous allusions to Cibher, which he [roceeds to mention,

“‘Lg} nmlon L)

Apology.

to ux'-(lpms

gentleness ™

lla 08, PUTE o - oy g o e - .
1. 6. i1 the fourth Book of the Dunclad. The Goddces,

when her Dunces have heen bewitched by a wizard's cup anto

othier forms, comes to thar help as follows

(v 52032)
L 8. [ridiculing the Laureat. Tho following epigram by Popo
appeared 10 the Grub Strect Journal
« Tell, if you cap, which did the worse,
Caligula or Grafton’s Graze?
That made » Consul of a horse,
And this o Lourcatc of an ass.
And in the Epeie to Dr Arhuthnot, Pope saga*
+ Whon have I hurt? bas Poet yct, or Tecr,
: Lost the arch'd cye brow, or Permassun saeer?
And has ot Colley still fus Jord  *™ < b 1]
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1. 17. & pamphlet. ** A Letter from Mr. Cibber to M. Pope,
inquiring into the Motives that might induce him in his Satirical
WWorks to be so frequently fond of Mr. Cibber’s mome.”
Published in 1742

1. 22. to a very distant cause. To an incident which happened
so far back as the year 1717. “Early in the following year
(1717) the production of the farce of Three Hours affer Marriuge,
in which Gay had been assisted by Arbuthnot and Pope, occa
sioned the outbreak of a quarrel between the latter and Colley
Cibber. The farce itself (Pape’s co-operation in which constituted
his solitary dramatic effort) is beneath contempt. Pope, as Gay
afterwards admitted, ‘never heartily approved of’ the piece.
Nor can the wit of those parts in which the hand of Pope is
clearly discernable, and where Dennis is caricatured as Sir
Tremendous, be fairly said to rise above the level of the re-
mainder. The play was however damped on account of the
extravagant nonsense of its last act, in which two lovers jnsert
themselves respectively into the skins of a mummy and a
crocodile. The Relearsal, a play always used (like its successor
the Critic) as an opportunity for introduecing gag on popular
topics of the day, happened to be performed shortly afterwards.
Colley Cibber on this occasion introduced an allusion to the
unhappy mummy and crocedile. Pope, whose presence in the

. f,hea‘tre may have added to the effect of the allusion, sharply
inveighed against the actor behind the scenes; und the latter
not unnaturally swore to repeat the joke on cvery future
occasion, To this episode Cibber, in his A pology, attributes -
the origin of Pope’s antimosity against him. There can be little .
doubt that the production towards the close of the year of
Gibber's Non-Juror (so successful an attack upon Jacobites and
concealed Papists that o patriotic pamphlet of the day desired to
see it as common in every house as a Prayer-book or Whole Duty
of Mun) added a worthier cause of anger in Pope’s mind against
the future laureate of King George IL” (Ward, in his Intro.
ductory Memoir). ’

Page 68, 1. 6. if suffered to remain without notice, would

have been very soon forgotten. Compare what Johnson £
the sufferers from the Dunciad, P- -}4,1)1. 2 fg. on says e

. 1. 13. nobody enquired, but. Nobody had any other interest
in an attack made by Po;’)e on Cibber except the);wpe, ete.

L 22, silence, [The silence of Pope was th i
showing Cibber that Pope despised hi?n. gs D. ;]on ¥ meavs €0

1 28. he degraded Theobald from hi
Seo p i3 1. 99 Py S painful pre-eminence,
1. 82. depraved his poem. Made hi

g 4 hi et 8 poem worse, as & work of
art, than it was in its original state. P .
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L 3. {Theobald, Seep. 39, L2815 and note. c.n. 7.}

. et . .

. . '

. R .
scll $ir. Pope's subscription books of Humer's Jhad at half “the
MRt A

. L o sdaon o ,
of it be not the sime, tick  Osborne was an ol foe of
Jobnson'a. 1t has been confidently redated, with many em-
ieilishments, that Johuson ote day huocked Usharne duwn 1
lus shop, with_a folio, and put his foot upen bhis nuck. The
simple trath I had from Jobnson hunself. *Sur, he was
nnpertinent to me, and I beat him. But it was not in his
shop: it was 1n my own chamber’” (Boswell, p. 19}

Paga 69,1 5 [fate of Caczandra  Cassandra was danghter of
Priam, King of Iroy (2 ¢. 1200). She was giftedd with the powcr

, of true prophecy, but her predictions wire fatud never (o be

howd, € v
L 15 his own magpye, cte
“Yes, you despise the man to Looka confin'd.
Who'from Lus study rails at haman hind ;
Tho' what he learns he speaks, and may advance
. . .

You hold b oo PlilosopheF at all.”
Moral Emay, 1. 18,

L 16. [at a venture, without auming at any particular ebject.
conr)

1. 17. according to his engagement. feep 67,1 161g

L19. [t 1) s used a3 a sumulant. Tope
means that Lis energies woull mercly be stimalated by Ciblar's
jamphlet. c b r]

. L . '
L '
- ety g e

1 T e svinel b the sudden
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appearance of such a poet; and, to his credit, let it be remem-
bered that his feelings and conduet on the occasion were candid
and liberal. He requested Mr. Richardson, son of the paiuter,
to endeavour to find out whe this new author was. Mr, Richard-
son, after some enquiry, having informed him that he had
discovered only that his name was Jolnson, and that he was
some obscure mun, Pope said, ‘He will soon be détem¢’”
{Boswell, p. 39).

L 24, [writhen, twisted ; an old participle of writhe, an intransi-
tive verb now, but here used transitively. c. p.r.]

Page 70, 1. 3. has been exhausted. So edition of 1781 and
edition of 1783 {Waugh). Matthew Arnold,* had been exhausted.”

1. 10. terminations not consistent, etc. He proposed, for
example, to call a British giant Corinacus,

1. 23. While ke was yet capable, ete. Carruthers (p. 387)
rightly rejects this story, the evidence for which is unknown,
as ‘‘quite incredible.” Spence (p. 280) has preserved a remark
of Dr. Warburton’s to the effect that ‘it was very observable,
during the time of Pope's last illness, that Mrs. Blount’s
coni:ing in gave a new turn of spirits, or a temporary strength
to him.” ) O

Page 7], 1. 10. hisdeath was approaching. The stories of Pope's
last days which follow wre all from Spence. Johnson has omitted a
very characteristic one. The quack doctor, ‘Thomson, had been
saying to the poet that he was glad to find him breathing so
much easier, that his pulse was very good, and *“several other
encouraging things.” Pope turned to Lyttleton, who was at the
moment coming into the room, aud said, ““ Here am I, dying of a
bundred good symptoms.” :

L 17. Bolingbroke sometimes wept over him, ctc. ‘There
is so0 wuch trouble in coming into the world, and so much
more, as well as meanness, in going out of it, that 'tis hardly
worth while to be here at all1” {Lord Bolingbroke, in
Spence, p. 242). Spence goes on: * His Lordship’s melincholy
attitude on the morning of the 2lst was remarkable, leaning
against Mr. Pope’s chair'; and erying over him for a considerable
time, with more concern than can be expressed.” <O great
God ! what is man?’ said Lord B., looking on Mr. Pope and
repeating it several times, interrupted with sobs” (Spence,

p- 243). .
Page 72, L 11. to solicit preference as the publisher, to ask
ab he might be employed as the publisher of Pope’s papers.

1. 14, what was ‘reserved for the next age.’
from Pope’s Imitations of Horace, 1t i., vv. 57-60 :

th

A quotation
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*In this impartial glass my Muse mtends
air 1o expose mysell, wy focs, my friends
Publuh the prescnt age; Lut where miy test
Vice too high, racrve it for the next.”

Paga 73,1 19. proceeded wholly from his zeal for Bolingtroke.
Thia was the opinion aho of Horace Walpole, 8 shrow il jadge of
men and things. **As to Lis prntng so many copis, 1t cer-
tainly was a complumcat, and the more profit (w hich, howerer,
wul({nol be immcusc) he expected to make, the greater opnion
L must havo concenalof the ment of the work.” If one had a
mind to defend Pope, should not oge ask, f ang boady ey cr blamed
Virgil's cxceutors for not buming the deaad, as be ordered
thun” {Walpole, quoted by Carruthers, p 349).

125, e brought some reproach upon his own memory, cte. The
Piece of gorup that follows is of very doubtiul credibnhiy, and is

M o8 : quiytut el o

[ .

" Page 74,1 5 accomptant, accountant.
N lfas' The person of Pope, cte. Compare the pussagoat p 10,
fz.

L 8 1n his account of the Little Clab. An mmaginary club of
small men,  *A et of us have formed a vociety, who are sworn
10 dare to bo short, snd boldly bear out the digmity of littleness
undcr the noses of those cnormous cngros~crs of manhood, thuse

« B . o
. o . .

. i€ Ry e e« e
a5d s Bittlo hero,” he goct on -+ The firat of these, Diék Dustach
by name, we bave elucterl presulent  not only as lx‘e 18 the
. . - B - i -
e . .
LU . Y
o warabs o apurs v ame s e B sl o oa . ;
lttly creature, with long arms and legs® a spuder 1 no ifl
cullem of lom  he has Lecn takcn at & dutance for o smsll
windmll,
L 15, nis application, that u, to hus studiea
20 his lfe was a long dlseage A quotation from the
Linea Ly Pope, quoted above, on p 2,1 32
1,21, the headachs We nuw rpeak of a man sufferng * from

L o] o] e Frer 86t bl ag die
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he may reasonably hope it will be considered to whom and at
what age he was guilty of it, as well as how soon it was over.
The rest, every jud%vc of writing will see, were by no weans
efforts of the genius, but emunations of the heart; and this alone
may induce any candid reader to believe their publication an avt
of necessity, rather than of vanity ” (Prefuce to the Letters).

Page 81, L. 2. swirt complains, cte. My Lord Bolingbroke
and Mr., Pope press me with many kind invitations, but the former
is too much o philosopher; be dines at six in the evening, after
studying all the morning till the afterncon ; and when he hath
dined, to his studies again.  Mr. Pope can neither cab nor drink,
loves to be alone, and hath always some poctical scheme in his
head.  Thus the two best friends T ever had have utterly dis-
qualified themselves for my conversation, and my way of living”
(Swift to Mrs, Caesar, July 30th, 1733 ; quoted by Sharp).

1. 7. [winter of Forty, i.c. the winter of 1739-10, gencrally
known as ** the hard winter.” Trost began on Christinas Day,
and continued till February. Many people who had Jived near
Hudson Bay declared they had never known it colder there than
in London during this winter. ¢, b, 1.}

1 11. that every pamphlet disturbed his quiet. See the story
related at p. 69, 1. 20 fg.

1. 17. {disesteem, a lack of admiration, with a slight suggestion
of contempt. ¢ . r.}

1, 19. he had not much to say, ete. Torace Walpole tells us
that Pope's reply was: “8ir, I own I love the lion best beforo
his claws are grown.”

L ‘)A.] {emmets, ants, which usually make ¢ hillocks” for nests.
¢.D.P.

L 35. a fool to Fame, TFrom the lines h?' Pope quoted above,
onp. 2, L 32, o fool to fame is one who atlows the love of fame
to take the full direction of him.

Page 82, 1. 4. falsehood i always in danger of inconsistency.

A Johmsoman turn to the proverb which says that lurs should
have good memories.

L 5. he makes it his boast ab another time that he lives
tng;ng them. In the couplet quoted above, in note on p. 58,
. L 10. after many deaths, ete. Tope, referring to a letter from
Swift intraducing o friend of Swift's to him,. sayss ““To my
great pleasure it confirms my hope of seeing you once more.
After so many dispersions and so many divisions, two or three
of us may yet be gathered together: not to plot, not to contrive
silly schemes of ambition, or to vex our own or others’ hearts
with busy vanities {such as perhaps at one time of life or other
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tako their forir qm mrampenant 1 4 0 Yoy oureclves, and the
. . Taugh at other s suno-

. . & The pucture did not

Uke the scheme of cor

' oA - A% but the chif end 1
o - - g weten 53 .0 Vex the worhl, rathes
thas to disert it; and of  could compass that design ithout
harting my own person or fortune, I wonld be the most indes
faigable wnter you have ever seen, without radmg” {(twa
lettern, wnitten i September, 17.23),  Johnnon's second ygotativn
from Yope hore 1s taben from a letter wntten an Marh 1756 37

Mi, e could, were wo together, contrisg to make our Last daya
tagy, and Jease somne sort of monument, what fricuda two wita
coult Le in #pite of all the fools in the world.”

. L R T 2 3 ]
gous through cither gowd or had fortane enough to go 1nto a
ner,”

Page 83, 1 12 what {5 more likely, ct¢  Compare, * The
water commonly behevcs himsclf,” cte, p 5, 1 1615

110 his malignity to Phitips  Seep 16,1 14 Mg )

L J9. Bentley Richard Bentley, heeper of St James's
Library, a graat scholar and eritic. He wan reprrtad to have
sanl that Tope's Homer was very pretty, bot was ot Humer

1. 21, before Chandos, Lady Wortley, and Hill, Was mpan (o
hlaretreat  For the firat and Jasl canes here sce p 47 Witk
rzard to Lady Wortley Pope took refuge in the assevcration
that the * Sappho " of his Safire wan never stended for ber, a
#atement which was certainly untroe

Pagoe 84, L 2 His ungratefal meation of Allen {5 hls will
Sceabove, p 77,1 23 0g

1 18, his correspondence with Racine This wad the w? of
the great dramatiat  Himw lf something of o pont, be had, m
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verses eatled La Religion, written of Popo as being abviously no
good Catholie, Pope wrote repudiating the accusation.

1. 96. The positlons which he transmitted from Bolinghbroke,
ete. Sco above, p. 54, L 7 fg.

Page 85, 1. 5. ho studied in the academy of Paracelsus, This
writer openly professed his contempt for books, of which he
said ho never possessed ab a tine move than six.

1. 10. Dobson. See above, p. 58, L 15,
1. 21. hls veraes ta Jervas. Sce above, . 16, 1. 34

Page 86, 1. 36. [retrenching ‘exuverances, cutting away un-
necessary parts (Fy. trencher, to cut), ¢ . 1] -

1. 20, [nor opened a shop, ete. Sce p. 78, L 3L He never
offered for sale poems of condolence or congratulution. ¢. . ».]

Page 87, 1. 19. Ho never exchanged prafse for money, ete.
Johnson is alveady thinking of the comparison between Dryden
and Popo on which he enters in the following page. Compare
the fol}owing from his Life of Dryden: “ We know that
Dryden's several productions were sa many successive expedients
for his support ; his plays were therefore often borrowed, and
his poews were almost all occasional, ... The occasional poet is
circumscribed by tho narrowness of his subject.  Whatever can
happen to man has happened so often that little remains for
faney or invention. ... After so wany inanguratory congratulations,
nuptial hymus, sud funeral divges, he must be highly favoured
by nature, or by fortune, who says anything not said bofore.”

Page 88, 1. 11. {rectitude, strictness in right thinking (Lat. ™’
reefus, straight). ¢ . 1.}

L 12, {dismission, the act of setling nside; a more usual
word now would be ¢ dismissal.” The power of his mind to

think rightly was shown by his putting aside all his personal
likings. ¢ ». 2.}

th?‘ dismission of bis poetical projudices. The veference is
to the “‘ambition of conceits” which Johnson notesns disfiguring

Dryden's carliest poetical works. Sce the beginning of the Life
of Dryden, ¥ ce the beginning of the Life

Page 89, L 1. the two satires of * Thirty-eight.” Sco above,
p. 63, L 20 fg.

Page 90,'1. 17. [dnz}tory caution, the earvelulness to he |
accurate which eaused him to put off the time for publication.
The epithet “dilatory” does not imply waste of time, as it

swould now. ¢ p. .}

1, 31, [determination, decision. ¢, n. r]
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Page 81, 1. 11. a Haa i witct, cto,
*‘Tiie Lalmy Zephyrs, salcnt since her death,
Lamcnt the ccasing of a sweeter Lreath.”

Daphno is dead, anl the zephyrs of spring are not blowing
The hings are not really differcat from two which precede therm,
and which kate escaped Jolinson’s condemnation,
*In hollow cases weet Eho mleat lics,
Silent, or only to her name replies.”
L 23 Cooper's Wil A poem by Sir John Deaaw, publhed

bus Life of Dealiam) .

L 23, Waller's poem on The Park. Waller wrote no poem of
that name. Jolinson is probably referring somew hat carclualy
10 & pocm, At Penhurst, from which he makcs the following
quotation m his Life of Waller, censuring the thoughts as
hybeebolical and the images as yunalursl .

L 31 the order in whick they are shown must by necesaity
be arbitrary  Johnson mashes a sumlar remark in another field
atp. 10, L8z

Pago §2,1. 5 in his Campalgn. A poem wrstien by Addison
in commemoration of the campaizn which ended in‘the great
:ig_tory of Blesbenun Tho hincs Johnzon is refermng to are as

L 10. nothing is easfer, etc Docatse It has all been done by
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the Greek and Latin poets alrendy. In Windsor Forest Lodona
is a nymph chased by Pan. The kind gods change her into
gtream. .
¢She said, and melting as in tears she lay,

In & soft, silver stream dissolv’d away.

The silver stream her virgin coldness keeps,

Tor ever murmurs, and for ever weeps;

Still bears the name the hapless virgin bore,

And bathes the forest where she rang’d before,”

There are a hundred such tales in Qvid's Metamorphoses.
1. 13. as Steelo warmly declared. Sce above noteonp. 14,131,
1. 20. the concluding paragraph,

¢ Nor Fame I slight, nor for her favours call ;
She comes unlooked for, if she comes ut all,
But if the purchase costs so dear a price,
As soothing Folly, or exalting Vice:
Oh ! if the Muse must flatter lawless sway,
And follow still where fortune leads the way ;
Or if no basis bear my rising fame,
But the fall’n rnin of another’s fume ; -
Then teach me, heaven ! to scorn the guilty bays,
Drive from wy breast that wretched lust of praise,
Unblemish’d let me live, or die unknown ;
Oh grant an honest fame, or grant me none !

1. 24, {the Pollio, a remarkable prophecy by Virgil which Pope
in common with many others considered to resemble passages of
Isaiah foretelling the coming of Christ. See note on p. 11, 1. 31
G D. P}

1. 25. {from what original. The Bible. Johnson suggests that

Pope’s poem excels that of Virgil because Pope had access to the
Bible. ¢. p. 2.}

. %.42;]. The Verses on the Unfortunate Lady. See above, p. 11,
. 2.

Page 93, 1. 10. history will always take stronger hold
of the attention than fable. Dryden sang of Alexander
the Great and Thais: Pope of Orpheus and Eurydice. But
this sentence of Johnsow’s has not passed without challenge.
Compare, for example, Ward’s remarks on this Ode. *This
famous Ode, written by Pope in the year 1708 at Steele's
desire, in praise of an art ‘of the principles of which he

* was ignorant, while to its effects he was insensible,’ bas heen

natqmlly compared by successive generations of crities to Dry-
den’s masterpiece on the same subject. A superiority which
few will be disposed to deny has been generally claimed for
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Mlexandir’s Feast; but ik may bo questioned whether in this chss
of poetry either the charce of lustoriad matead of m tholagical
Hastrations, or the unmity of the oljct mpmm.(m?_ is o be
Tegarded s an absoluto mertt.. ™ St Cecila was the jaition
satat of Music, and both Odis were waticn for a soviety of
musical votaries, who met on her day in honour of lier and of
the art.

1, 20, numeris lege solutls, In numbcra that owned po law.

. - DR | L} . - DRI R
. [

Paga 94,1 7 Tnoe conclueion, cte.
*Of Ocphicus now no more let Pocta tell,
To bright Cecila greater poncr i gav'n 3
His numbers rassad & shado from hell
Tices Lft the soul to huavin

Drydun wrota -
** Let old Timotheus yichl the prize,
Or both dinide the crown
o ratsed a mortal to the shica,

She drew an angcl down ”
Johason eallad this conclusion “vicwous”; *“the music of
Timotheus, which rawed a mortal to the shies, hald un,l[y & mcta-
phorical power , that of Cecilia, which drere an anye! down, had
o real effect  the wrown therefore could nat rewonably be
divided,” Sir Walter Scott called this “luohing for spots 1 the
aun,”

L 15. the Essay on Criticlsm. Seoabove, p & L 101g.

1. 22 and never aferwards excelled it. Compare Wardls
renarks as to (s in lis Memowr, p 18 *' It 1s to this period
that wo must ascribe the first of his prowerved jusemlo preces.
"Though he had no pubhe, the tonie of common sehse appears to
havo been ocm.om‘l, ndrmnsstered by bia father, and the scrise
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1. 13. [sisyphus, the father of Ulysses, for his wickedness
dnuring Yife was severely punished in the lower world, where hre
had to voll up hill @ huge marble block, which, as soon us it
reactied the top, always rolled down again, ¢ 0. 1.}

1. 16. [resulting, springing back (Lab. resuliere, to rebound).
C.p. 1.}

Page 97, 1. 3. Waller was smooth, ctc. Iimitations of Horace,
i, 2. 267 fg.

1. 8. will find the line of swiftness, ctc. It should not he
neeessaty to point out that the swiftness of the line has nothing
to do with its length. A man may run o mile swiftly while
unother is erawling along quarter of o mile. ’

1, 13. the Rape of the Lack. Above, p. 12, 1. 35 fg.

1. 30. [Sylphs, according to the Midile Age belief, were-the
clemental spirits of air. They were so called by the Rosicrueians,
from the Greek sifpht, a busterfly or moth. See p. 18, L 30,
note. ¢, D.E.]

[Gnomes, nceording to tho Rosicrucinn theory, were the
clemental spirits of carth, and the guardinus of mines and
guarries (Greek, gnoma, knowledge). ¢ p.p.}

_ Page 98, 1. 20. the Lutrin, o pocm of Boileaw’s. [Translated
into Euglisix in 1708 by Rowe. c¢.p.r.]

Page 99, 1. 4. the machinery. Sece note above, on p. 13, 1 30.

L 11. the game at ombre might bo spared. In the beginning
of the third eanto. “From the terms used in the game of
Ombrc-Sk);ulillo, Basto, Matador, Punta, etc., there can scarcely
be o doubt that the other nations of Western Europe derived
their knowledge of it from the Spaniards™ (Chatto, quoted by
Ward), Tt was o game of cards.

1. 17. Eloise to Abelard. Above, p. 15, L. 3.

L 34, curiosa felieitas, o °thoughtful huppiness,” that is, a
happy knack of expression, which locks aceidental, but is really

the result of much thought. The phrase was applied to Horace
by Petronius,

Page 100, L. 3. Essay ou the Life and Writin
Warburton. v Titings of Pope, by

L. 12. the barbarians, as the Grecks called all nations but
themselves,

y 1. 16, 17. Apguillara and Salvini. The one translated Ovid in
E :gtsxxtecnth century, and the other Homer in the seventeenth
entury.

1. 93, Tully and Germanicus. Tully we now

: alway pak
as Cicero,  Compare Tully’s Offices, ubov ahways speak of

¢, p. 3, L. 15, and the
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wote there.  Germanicos is the woll Anown tuphew and sdopuwd
wn of the Emparor Tilenos, He translated nto Jann the
astronomical peaas of the Greek writer, Aretex.

L 25 [Terence, Terenting Afer, 2 alebrated cmic oxt bumn
at Carthage, B 193 He atudiod Monatsler s covser, awd
was Bimsif a sucomsfal wnter of plays in Latis. ¢ b £)

[Mezazder, born ap Athens, £ 342, wrute oosnuslig whack
are now lost, but some 1dea of them ant Le furmed from thie of
Terence, who was lttle pwre than a trazalator of Menander
from Greek 1t Latin, c. v r.]

Page 101, L 2. [ceceasitas quod cogit defessit, neieanty
defendy what it cominls us to do.  Thes is freely trasalito] o
the wuccealing seatence  “ikat may le laafllly done whih
waoot be foriorme” (12 ]

L26 of tha sazme gemeral fabric with skat of Homer, We
Dt oow axy ‘maean’ They both wrote 1 besuncter yerse.

L 35 falizg 1210 regniar sskerdizaiies, of an orducd o
autating,

Page 102, L 29 they weze tdoubiedly writtea to swell ty
vexzes sesabore, p 2, L Gig

Page 103, L & (ste 0drasey. Seejp 40,4l v r])
L 1L treDu=czd  Above, p. 43, L 16 {2

L I2 (M2 Fleckioe, a eatire on Thonas Sladwel, the
dnmatint, wbo kul poliabel 3 et wtee pets 1
Drydea  Poltical rppra.tirn bad ol ~tadue ] oo Dy ln
o2 friesls o batter enpmons.  Floaktrst, whioe tatet it tod
as the title, was 3 d3ll pomt who Lad alwaye Lol boaelf cres
wrribesle  He dund wa 1675, and Mor Flockns wan put i)
B2 cor)

L 2% Az aztior, sced o vne of theas whos Pope attackel
the Lannat

L 3L $zpuce Cem copammipresit xgess Telpkzn  Jomexal
begins bas £ne Setre by rallic,, 32 the ®ay 1o wiblh e
prta of ba aragiager toeet €@ g ther peudse
tees to bn Jo tle preaent waw b ompoaze thar tle
enins Telgens of oor whitr ba Ghea 3y e whele of
e &y,

125 Laetteariiact Fras. beam Dot a o0 ranl
Prazoat feiliw The pclas s o tee avon. tors Jthe
At

© Pyee

(ad grascfilee Fros wabt Aus be 7 o
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Striking too shorb at Greeks; his antique sword,
Rebellious to his arm, lies where it falls,
Repugnant to command.—Hamlet, 11. 2. ¢. b. .}

Page 104, 1. 5. such as, cte. , See the Dunciad, ii. 83, iv, 371,
and iv, 403.

1. 16. Essay oz Man. Above, p. 52, 1. 15 fg.

1. 23. the poet's Liebnitian reasoning. Pope took u good deal
of his philosophy from the German philosopher Leibnitz.

Page 105, 1 11. vulgarity of sentiment, thoughts which are
common to everybody. The phrase would now imply a censure
which is not in Johnson’s wind at all. It is paraphrased imme-
diately as ** the talk of his mother and his nurse.”

Page 106, 1. 5. felicity of composition, the curiosa felicitas of
p. 99, 1. 34.

1. 7. [lines unsuccessfully laboured, lines which Pope had not
succeeded in making perfect. o fabour is here used transitively
in the sense of to work upon, to elaborate. See p. 90, 1. 3-25;
for Pope’s method. ¢. p. 2.}

1. 12, The Characters of Men and Women. Above, pp. 60, 61.

1. 16. [Boileaw’s Satire, Les Prdcieuses Ridicules (1659), a satire

on the ladies who discussed polite language and literature in
Paris. c.p.2.]

1. 22. The Gem and the Flower.

“'Tis from high Life high Characters are drawn ...
Court-virtues bear, like gems, the highest rate,
Born where heav’n’s influence scarce can penetrate :
In life’s low vale, the soil the Virtues like,

They please as beauties, here as wonders strike.
Tho’ the same Sun, with all-diffusive rays
Blush in the Rose, and in the Di’'mond blaze,
We prize the stronger effort of his pow'r,
And justly set the Gem above the Flow'r.”
(vv., 135-148.)
1. 32. Eulogy on Good Sense.
*“ Oft have you hinted to your brother Peer
A certain truth, which many buy too deav:
Something there is more needful than Expense,
And something previous ev’n to taste—tis Sense :
Good Sense, which only is the gift of Heav'n,
And tho’ no Science, fairly worth the seven :
A Light, which in yourself you must perceive:
Jones and Le Notre have it not to give,”
(vv. 34-46.}

Y
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!‘upe {a winting of the use of riches. Jones and Lo Notre waie
famous, the one as an archiect, tha other as a designer of
gandens. Johnson writes * Elogy” for ** Eulogy ™ hiere.
L33 the End of the Duke of Buckingham. Popenever excelled
bimself here.
*In the worst inn’s worst room, with mat half-hung,
The foors of plasster, aad the walls of dung,

And fame, this lord of useless thousands, ends "
(vv 200.314,)

L 35 The Epistla to Arbuthuot.  Above, p 62, L 20.

Page 107, 1. 7. the satix
ape ! lonl Hene,vu @ upon SPorus. A violent personal

1 13.l the dignity of vice, ete. A passage which certainly
eloquent witness to Pope's cottrage 1n attacking vice 1m

Ligh pla
i "‘]alx: du:fs,u:td:;nch thers was enough and to spare i the
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In golden Chains the willing World she dvaws,

And hers the Gospel is, and hers the Laws,

Mounts the Tribunal, lifts her searlet head,

And sces pale Virtue carted in her stead,

Lo ! at the wheels of her Triumphal car,

0ld England’s Genius, rough with many a scar,

Dragg’d in the dust ! his arms bang idly round,

His fag inverted trails along the ground !

Our Youth, all livery’d o'er with fereign gold

Before her dance : behind her crawl the Old ¢

See thronging Millions to the Pagod run,

And offer Country, Parent, Wife, or Son !

Hear her black Trumpet thro’ the Land proclaim

"That not to be corrupted is the shame.” .
(vv. 141-G0.)

1. 15, The Imltations of Horace. Above, p. 61, L 30 fg.

1. 95. [Roman images, Latin imagery, that is, figures of speech
and idioms which were familiar to the Romans, but could not be
applied in deseriptions of Englisk manners. ¢. p. p.]

Page 108, 1. 15. the most perfect fabric of English verse. The
Heroie verse, as it is called, of ten syllables, in which Pope's
works, with u very few exceptions, are all composed.

1. 30. without regard to Swift’s remonstrances. ‘I borrowed
yonr Homer from the bishop (mine is not yet landed} and read it
out in two cvenings. If it pleaseth others as well as me, you
have got your end in profit und reputation: yet I am angry at
some bad lnes and triplets, and pray in your next do not let me
have so many unjustitisble rhymes to war and gods® (Swift to
Pope, June 28, 1715).

L 34. To Swift's edict for the exclusion of alexandrines and
triplets. The triplet is o group of threec lines with the
same rhyme. Swift spoke of it as *“a vicious way of rhyming,
wherewith Dryden abounded and was imitated by all the bad
versifiers in Charles the Sccond’s reign (Swift to Beach, April
12,1735). The Alexandrine isan occasional verseof tiwvelve instead
of ten syllables. Seo for example, above, p. 96, 1. 17, 24, 32.
“Dryden likewise brought in the Alexandrine verse at the end of
a triplet. T was so angry at these corruptions that, about 24 years
ago, I hanished them all by one triplet, with the Alexandrine,
upon a very ridiculous subject. I absolutely did prevail with
Mr. Pope, and Gay, and Dr. Young, and one or two more, to
reject them. Dir. Pope never used them till he translated Homer,
which was too long o work to be very exact in” (Swift in the
same letter). The *“triplet, with an” Alexandrine,” by which
Swift hoped he had made both expedients ridieulous, oceurs in
his City Shower, and runs thus: ’

s
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“ Swecping, from butchers* stalls, dang, guts, and Llood 3
Drown'd puppics, stinking sprats, all diachil i nﬁ,’.x‘ ’
Dead cats, and turmp tops came tumbling down like fomd,”
Compare what Johnson aays abous both tnplets and Alesan
o hin Lfe of Dryden e sama vp there ax fulions o ghet
sidering 1ho metrical art mmply as a scence, ainl coumaquently
excluding all' casualty, we must allow that triplets amd Alex-
andrmes, inacried by caprice, are mntcmuptions of that coustancy
to which acicnce aspires.  And thuagh the vancty wiach they

in har'use” (Life of Dryden, p 94).
Page 109, 1. 2. except ouce  Perhaps
*The meetmg ponts the sacred hair disserer
From the fair bead for ever and for crver
(21334}
13 Expletives  Words put 1 meecly to 611 up the hne.
Jobnson's allustration i the next scnbence 18 Yery curious.
The lines rcferred to mght, Ly the process he suggots, Lo
* made to run thus
* Achillea’ wrath, to Grecce the spring
Of woes unnumixrd, goddess sing +
That wrath which horl'd to Plutos rugn
The souls of « baefs untunds slun
Whose hmbs unbury'd on the shore,
Desouring (ogs and valtures tore.”

e

[ " - .
FERETI - o
[ ' [ .

. . .

R T T
Yo banks and braca o bonmo Docn,
How can yo bloom 6o fair?
How can 3¢ sing ye little binls,

And I sae fu'o care )
wdsoon  The sersion we know was altercd to suit 8 particular
tune,
L 14 Lo, where Maotis, ote. Dunciad, & 53, &, -
L17. Watts Dr Isaac Walts, the hymn wnter -
Para 11 1 = his version. i translation of Homer, .
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lation of Lucan’s Pharsalia” (Arnold’s note). Rowewas perhaps
rﬁgggsg en‘;ugh not to have taken any objection to the “ chief
fault  which Johnson finds in this epitaph.

1. 8. Beneath a rude and nameless stone he l%es. “The
tomb of Mr. Dryden was erected upon this hint by the
Duke of Buckingham; to which was originally infended this
epitaph :

“This Sheffield rais'd. The sacred Dust below
Was Dryden once: The rest who does not know ?” ... (Pope.)

1. 18. To wish peace to thy shade, efc. A_poinf; on which
Johnson felt very strongly. See the passage in his Dryden, p. 68,
1. 28 of the edition in this series, and the note there,

Page119,L 15. has no name in the verses. See above, p. 115,
L 17,

1. 23, Robert Digby. ‘‘Rohert Dighy was a frequent cor-
respondent of Pope’s during the years 1717 to 1724, He
died in 1726; and Pope laments his death in a letter to
his brother, Edward Digby” (Ward), There is only one
good line in this epitaph, and, as Johnson points out, it is
Dryden’s.

Page 120, 1. 16. for the greater part of mankind, The words
that follow are a quotation from the Epistle on the Characters of
Women =

« Nothing so true as what you once let fall,
* Most women have no characters at all.’” {vv, 1,2}

Page 121, 1. 5. Sir Godfrey Eneller. *“Sir Godfrey Kueller
was born at Lubeck in 1648, and after being introduced by the
Duke of Moamouth to King Charles II., filled the office of State-
painter under that monarch and his successors up to George I.,
in whose reign (in 1726) he died ” (Ward). “1I paid Sir Godfrey
a visit but two days before he died ; T think I never saw a scene
of 50 much vanity in my life. He was lying in his bed, and con-
templating the plan he had made for his own monument. Hé
said many gross things in relation to himself, and the memory
he should leave behind him. He said he should not like to lie
among the rascals at Westminster : a memorial there would be
sufficient ; and desired me to write an epitaph for it. I did so
afterwards ; and I think it is the worst thing I ever wrote in my
life” (Pope, in Spence, p. 125),

L 12. Living, etc. ‘‘Imitated from the famous Epitaph on
Raphael ” :

“ Raphael, timuit, quo sospite, vinci
Rerum magna parens, et moriente, mori ? (Pope’s nate).
Pope's lines are not 50 much an imitation as a close translation.
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19, Begry Withers. * Hcary Withers, Licutcrant General,
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ument fn Westminster Abbey},
1ge L 15 Mr Eljah Fentog, the author of great part of
tmmlhzlx'an of the Odyssey  Sesalare, p {1, L 9 f5. ¥
21, From nature’s temperate feast rose satlisfed, a romani
e of Horace **No rarely can we find the man who, o
ol with lqux;Hian of days, leaves the banqnet Like one whe
sad bis BI} 7 (Suteres, £ ¥ UT-110).
20, borrowed trom Craghaw,
*The madest front of thas small floor

Ixlieve me, reader, win say maro

Than many a braver marble can

Here liea a truly honest man, ™

(Crashaw, Epata; b s Nr Aebion)
120 123, 1 20 the wit of a man, cte  * Pupe b profully
18 sl 1 Cormtnuans, xn 2 *In maliee be ye chaldran,
in understanding be men’ Dot Dryden, aho, ranl of
. Killigrew - * Her wit was inore than map, ber imusence &
1*” (Arnold s nate)
0124, 1 16 The thought in the last lise Wanl ceanparcs
following four Lncs from 4 reantly discoverad pocm, which
attrnibutel to Milton
*In this hitle bed my dust

Incurtaincd ound I bere eatrut,

While my smore pure and poble part

Lies catomb'd s crery beart.”
21, lsazcus Newtonfus cte. Jsaac Newton, whem Time,
tre, and the Heavens « ull mmmortal, ths marble confeams o
£ Leen mortal
2'& Why part sbould be Latin, efe  Campare slosve, . 117,
1

31, he is ot tmmortal, ctc.  Ap objection of the sume petly




acter as that which Johnson took to the conclusion of Dry-
s and of Pope’s Odes for St. Cecilin’s Day.  See above, p. 44,
fig.

ize 125, 1. 1. Edmund, Duke of Buckingham.. *‘Only son of
H

%‘hcﬁiéld, Duke of Buckinghamshire, by Katherine Darnley,

ral daughter of James IL”  Roscoe.

25. The contemptible dialogue between He and She. Anm
iph on Atterbury.  See note'nbove, on p. 112, L 14,

27. In his last epitaph on himself,

“ Under this Marble, or under this Sill,
Or under this Turf, or ¢’en what they will ;
Whatever an Heir, or a Friend in his stead.
Or any good ereature shall lay o’er my head,
Lies ono who neer car’d, and still cares not a pin
Wihat they said, or may say, of the mortal withiu:
But who living and dying, serene still and free,
Trusts in God, that as well as he was, he shall be.”

1ge 126. 1. 6. Areosti. “ Ludovico Ariosto (1474-1533), one
1e most famous of Italian poets, nuthor of Urlando Furioso.
senseof the Latin lines in the text is as follows: *The
s of Ludovico Ariosto lie buried under this stone, or under
sod, or under whatsoever his kind heir chose, or a comrade
er than his heir, or a traveller lighting by good hap on his
sins,  For what would befall hira he could not tell, but
her did he esteem his empty carcase enough to desire to pro-
for it an urn in his lifetime: howbeit in his lifetime he
ided this inscription for his sepulchre, if any sepulchre he
hereafter to have’” (Arnold’s note).




INDEX.

Aaron Hull, in the Duncvd, 47.

A, prased Esey on
Crtievm, §; and Unfortua.
ate Lady, 13; adnce to
Tope, 167 duowned Pope s
pamphlet 1o Denpus, 1o
Jaalsasy of l'uye 34; re
Prosches lh[z‘ W, opisivn
of Ilvyl ; wali

Artof Sixkang 1a Py, 83

{Ducheas Marl
mmnbh). 61,
Atter] prased  Pope’s
kturl, 37; hus tral, 40,
Pnunlellb'blcmp%ll
Eentley, 33, 93, 103
Farkeley, 14

l«unon 16,17
add. 3 Pope s estate sold,

L.m:ng Martha, 61, 50, 73

Eolingbroke, ndicaled Pope,
34; batred of Warlarton,
53; P 's executor, 72

1y oa Cruticiam, 9.

197

Barnet, 28,
Batson's, 36,

1. request to Pope, 13
Gipran 1 o
Claractars of Mex, 6, 102,
Charorters of Women, 61, 11
Cibber. wale Pt <
antioned 10 Duscad, U3
anl 1 Epadle to Arbuthact,

&7
Cldaad, 47,
(A.n sreve, 31
n,;:, oferd Pope & peracs,

Cruusaz, cniticued Euay on

Man, 54
Luxll.pﬁl:u.nbul Pope's Letters,
A prwer.zd Ly

Pope, 43

Dacucr, 2
Deane, uw}.z Pcpe,
Dennu, 8 ¥ et
ey oj e Leck. W, 47
63, rumuls co Milwvos
Cato, 15, atlacked brl <
,,, ertticiacd Wanidaor Furest,

Ddogur o Medsts, .



198 JOHNSON’S LIFE OF POPE.

Pobson; htc(l Essay OV
Man into L\.hm. ob, $5.
Dods\ey,tﬁvk, 1,1 aided bY

Jervas, U g\ I’op pamt.‘mg,

16 tries reconcile TPope
and A(l(l\son, 3—&

J\wen;ﬂ, quot ted, 48.

Kyrl, the Man of Ross, 59.

Letters of Pope 7, &

accounts “ % “‘? Lintob, pubhs\ *d Po pc sIltud
1116e ng, ed iﬁ)s; cditions, 18, 353 ot ud 0d yaat, v 4 1. ’
¢

Lovgzday’ g Letters; 9
Lutrin, The, 98.
Ewst.bamsted, 115.

Lloise Lo elard, 15, 99
Epistle o Arbu,tlmot, 62, 100

Mac Flécl.noe,
» Lord Bathurst 106- Ra,

\\ac\umry in f the Lock

Ephlles of Pope, 51
Epitaphs: . 112-126

Essay on Criticisnt 8, 9.
Essay o1 Man, 5%

\hrchmox t, LoT d 10, 12

Memonn of Scr 1bleru, s

Messiah, P2 ablished i int \u. Spec:
talor, 11, 92.

\[wcellmues, 43, 4

Monument, inscription on i
60.

Mrs. and Miss 5,13, 1 2, note.

Mrs. P\n\hp > Letters, 51.

\h\mmy 1 Crocodiles 67.

Gwrbh,

Goy, dea th of, 433 epita.ph,
123.

Grotto, Pope’s 37.

Guar dmn, con pn cd Pastorals
of Philips, and Popeé 165
Pope contribw uted Lo, 19.

0de for e, Cecili o's Day, |
comp ared with Alo.um
Feast, 93:

ode on Soluude, 4.

0dysseys 40,1035 ¢ criticise
Spence,

Qrinda (Mrs. " Phillipsh 51

Qsborne, 68, 6

Halifax, heard Po ope’s iad, 3}
Hobbes, 110.

‘Homer, }

Hooker, quohed 11

Howell's 4 Letters, 9 51,

Tliad, vanous tmns\anons. 1003
03

by vob, 183 pxcd in
‘Holland, 185 pmtsed by C’: ~iticisnts 10.
Johmson, = ; the ougDma\, Pnne“ assist ted Top
b4 5 extracts from MS.» 24315 poems p\\bhshed Y P
critici Pastoratss i prmtc ) &
Paaloral of Philips, 8.
Patrtot King, 72
Pmdar s Odcs, 93.
Pollio, 92

‘Papists, censured Esst

otes,
Imitations of Horace, 61 107.

January and Ma _/,



INDEX. %)

eeamwalty Earzet, Dacke

Dazy, 0; feeciizol, 293

s,
Rlanisa l)‘}a»y, 40;
wrzew o Asteriary s trial,
&) c‘r-:::::nl iaa em.ch,

e
A% Buzgox Hax, 2 1045
Leperss Wacinrn, 57 e

9. weakneses,
SR Simere char!

197, 103; %35 Le o 5o ?
lw uu«mw Evit gz,

43, %20
Prmfs \ul Firvien Mes 2, i
Sdomom, 53.

Quen Carolize, 53
Quincunz, 37.
Ralph, in the Jxsriad, §T
Lape of the Lok, 12, 75,
Remel, tramslated  Eucy on
Man, .»L

uffhead, l‘.’, m, 50,
Scriblerus Clab, ¢4,

Alps, 94

Qo\md and sense, 93-7.

Southeot, 53.

South Rea Bubble, 29,

Spence, enticised Odywy, 11;
Fived with Pope, 42.

Steele, 11, 14, 35, 92

Swift, promotes’ subscrption
to Jhad, 34; his Gslarer's
Travels, 65.

Taverner, taught Pope Latin, 2

Temple of Fame, 14, 92

Thebass,

Theobald, craticised Pope, 393
at head of the Dunces, 43,

Thormian, Dr , attended Pope,

Tkell, published rival trans-
lauon of Ihad, 35.

Tonson, refused to publish
Fope's Thad, 36; publiched
Shakespea

Troplote, 07,

Trumbal, S Wilkem, 53
epluph 115

Tully

Toontiam, Pope's house, 7.

P ra—



200

Unfortunate Lady, 11, 92.
Use of Riches, 59.

Voltaire, entertained by Pope,
42,

Waller, 38, 91.
Walsh, enconrnved Pope, 7;
Letters, 51,

JOHENSON’S LIFE OF POPE.

Warburton, commended Lssay
on C'riticism, 11; remarks o1
Essay on Man, 55 3 defended
Pope, 5(5; on Rape of the
Lock, 97.

Wurwxck Lord, 36.

thtehcad summoned l»(.fou
the Lords, 64,

IWindsor Foms(, 15, 91

Wycherley, 6.






